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Rhode  Island  High  School 
Bars  Gays  from  Prom 


Gary  Drake  and  Susan  Rosen 


Social  Workers  Create 
Gay  Task  Force 


By  Dan  Daniel 

CUMBERLAND,  RI  —  The 
nation’s  news  media  is  swarming 
all  over  this  small  town  outside  of 
Providence  in  search  of  a  story 
which  appeared  on  April  10  over 
Associated  Press  tickers  from 
coast  to  coast.  The  “story”  is 
17-year-old  Paul  Gilbert,  a  junior 
at  Cumberland  High  School  who 
never  suspected  what  a  furor 
would  result  from  his  conversa¬ 
tion  with  Clara  Hemphill  of  the 
Associated  Press.  When  he  spoke 
with  her,  the  conversation  focused 
on  his  desire  to  attend  his  school’s 
junior  prom  with  the  companion 
of  his  choice;  the  reason  for  Clara 
Hemphill’s  interest  was  that  Paul 
Gilbert  is  gay,  and  so  is  22-year- 
old  Ed  Miskevich,  the  companion 
of  his  choice. 

When  he  spoke  with  Hemphill, 
Gilbert  asked  her  not  to  use  his 
last  name.  His  parents  were  being 
supportive,  to  a  degree,  of  his 
plans  to  attend  the  prom  with 
another  male  as  his  “date,”  but 
they  didn’t  want  a  lot  of  publicity 
about  it.  When  the  story  broke  in 
so  many  newspapers  around  Ihe 
country  on  the  morning  of  April 
11,  therefore,  he  was  identified 
only  as  “Paul,”  a  17-year-old 
junior  student  at  Cumberland 
High  School. 

It  didn’t  take  long,  though,  for 
newspaper,  radio,  and  television 
reporters  to  descend  upon  the 
town  of  Cumberland.  At  least  one 
TV  network  news  team  has  been 
trying  to  get  an  interview  with 
Gilbert,  but  he’s  not  talking.  He 
and  Ed  Miskevich  spoke  to  GCN, 
they  said,  because  the  paper  has  a 
fairly  “select  audience”  and 
because  they  want  gay  people  to 
know  what  is  happening  there  and 
how  it  all  came  about.  Because  of 
the  clamor  which  has  resulted 
from  the  attention,  both  men  have 
decided,  at  least  for  the  time 
being,  not  to  talk  to  the  media. 

Charles  Noice  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
landGay  Task  Force  has  described 
Paul  Gilbert  as  “gutsy.”  Gilbert 
wanted  to  go  to  his  junior  prom, 
and,  being  gay,  he  felt  it  was  only 
natural  to  attend  in  the  company 
of  another  gay  male,  so  he  began 
asking  around  among  his  gay 
friends  to  see  if  there  might  be 


HARTFORD,  CT  —  The  city 
of  Hartford  has  been  added  to  the 
list  of  American  cities  which  have 
ordinances  outlawing  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  lesbiansand  gay  men, 
but  the  fight  may  not  be  over  yet. 

By  a  vote  of  6  to  2  on  April  9, 
the  city  council  overrode  the  veto 
exercised  by  Mayor  George 
Athanson  (GCN,  Vol.  6,  No.  37). 
Contacted  by  GCN  for  his  re¬ 
sponse,  the  Mayor’s  press  secre¬ 
tary,  Dick  Bergstrom,  would  say 
only,  “The  Mayor  has  nothing  to 
add  beyond  what  he  said  in  his 
statement  last  week.”  In  that 
statement,  Athanson  referred  to 
the  comprehensive  anti¬ 
discrimination  law  as  “an  illegal 
absurdity,”  speculating  that  it 
would  not  survive  its  first  chal¬ 
lenge  in  the  courts.  The  measure 
prohibits  discrimination  in  the 
areas  of  “race,  color,  by  reason  of 
being  an  ex-offender,  age,  nation¬ 
al  origin,  physical  or  mental 
handicap,  religion,  sex,  or  sexual 
orientation.” 


anyone  willing  to  go  with  him. 
When  he  asked  Miskevich,  the 
answer  was  yes.  They  were  both 
well  aware  that,  at  the  very  least, 
their  attendance  together  would 
raise  some  eyebrows.  They  were 
both  aware,  also,  that  at 
Cukmberland  High,  when  a 
person  buys  prom  tickets,  the 
name  of  the  person’s  “date”  must 
be  registered  with  the  ticket-seller. 

When  school  officials  discov¬ 
ered  that  Gilbert  planned  to 
attend  the  affair  with  a  man,  they 
said  it  would  not,  could  not  be 
permitted.  He  requested,  and  was 
granted,  a  hearing  before  the 
School  Committee  to  question  the 
decision  of  the  officials.  After  the 
tale  became  nationally  public 
knowledge,  however,-  Gilbert’s 
father  contacted  the  School 
Committee  to  request  that  his 
son’s  request  for  a  hearing  be 
deleted  from  the  committee’s 
agenda.  The  committee  agreed. 

Gilbert  himself  wanted  the 
hearing.  As  he  told  GCN,  “I  have 
just  as  much  right  as  any  other 
member  of  my  class  to  go  to  the 
prom,”  and  he  wanted  the 
committee  to  explain  to  him  why 
he  was  denied  their  permission  to 
attend. 

In  an  attempt  to  gain  some 
insight  into  that  very  pertinent 
question,  GCN  attempted  to 
contact  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Robert  G.  Condon,  but  he  was 
out  of  the  office  and  unavailable 
for  comment.  Richard  P.  Lynch, 
Principal  of  Cumberland  High 
School,  was  in  his  office,  but  he 
was  also  unavailable  for  com¬ 
ment.  A  receptionist  told  GCN, 
“He  has  some  students  in  his 
office  right  now,  and  he’ll  be  busy 
all  day,  so  he  won’t  be  able  to  talk 
to  you.” 

The  latest  word  on  the  School 
Committee’s  activities  regarding 
this  matter  comes  from  Michael 
B.  Dollinger  of  the  American  civil 
Liberties  Union  in  Providence, 
who  has  been  in  close  contact  with 
the  situation  as  it  has  developed. 
Contacted  by  GCN,  Dollinger 
said  the  School  Committee  is  not 
quite  sure  what  to  to  at  this  point, 
because  Paul  Gilbert,  legally  a 
“minor  child,”  wants  to  push  for 
a  hearing,  but,  as  his  father  has 
requested  that  the  matter  be  drop- 


The  vote  in  City  Council  was  no 
more  than  expected,  even  by  the 
Mayor.  The  measure  was  original¬ 
ly  approved  by  a  vote  of  6  to  1, 
even  though  most  of  the  council 
members  were  aware  that  Athan¬ 
son  would  almost  surely  exercise 
his  veto  power. 

According  to  Bergstrom,  how¬ 
ever,  the  battle  may  have  been 
won,  but  the  war  goes  on.  He  told 
GCN,  “There  is  a  group  of  clergy 
which  has  already  begun  to  move 
towards  repeal”  of  the  newly  en¬ 
acted  law. 

One  of  the  organizers  of  the 
clergy  mentioned  by  Bergstrom 
was  Rev.  Ron  Milley  of  the  West 
Hartford  Bible  Church. 
Contacted  by  GCN,  Milley  denied 
that  there  was  a  move  towards 
repeal  “at  this  time,"  but  ad¬ 
mitted  that  it  was  a  distinct  possi¬ 
bility.  “There’s  a  big  difference,” 
he  said,  “between  150,000  people 
making  their  voices  heard  and 
having  eight  people  do  it  for  them, 
especially  on  an  issue  so  sensitive 


ped,  they  feel  themselves  on  shaky 
ground.  “The  School  Commit¬ 
tee,”  said  Dollinger,  “has  turned 
things  over  to  their  lawyers  to  see 
if  they  can  come  up  with  some 
answers  in  three  basic  areas:  what 
are  the  rights  of  gay  students  to 
participate  in  school  activities?, 
what  are  the  rights  of  parents  to 
limit  the  participation  of  a  minor 
student  in  student  activities?,  and 
what  are  the  rights  of  minor  chil¬ 
dren  to  participate  in  such  activi¬ 
ties  in  disregard  to  the  wishes  of 
the  parent?” 

Gilbert  told  GCN,  “I  definitely 
did  not  expect  all  this  outrageous 
publicity.  In  fact,  I  was  rather 
shocked  when  all  this  came  out  on 
TV  and  all.  I  went  to  school  and 
people  were  telling  me  about  it.” 

Gilbert’s  parents,  most  notably 
his  father,  have  gotten  more  ada¬ 
mant  in  their  position  since  the 
onslaught  of  national  attention. 
He  says  that  he  still  wants  to 
pursue  the  matter,  but  he  is  very 
.  unsure  about  it  at  this  point, 
because  his  father  has  told  him, 
“If  I  say  one  more  word  to  any¬ 
body  about  this,  he’ll  throw  me 
out  of  the  house.”  Noice  said  that 
if  that  happens,  Gilbert  would 
become,  in  legal  terms,  an  “eman¬ 
cipated  minor”  and  would  be 
entitled  to  more  consideration 
tinder  the  law  than  he  is  now. 
Noice  added  that  “the  ACLU  has 
volunteer  lawyers  who  are  chomp¬ 
ing  at  the  bit  to  take  this  case  to 
court  if  necessary,  but  his  parents 
are  complicating  the  issue.  We 
just  have  to  wait  now  for  Paul  to 
decide  on  any  future  action.” 

The  ACLU’s  Michael  Dollinger 
confirms  that  his  organization  has 
offered  volunteer  lawyers,  and 
speculates  that  Gilbert  is  uncertain 
about  what  to  do  because  “he 
hasn’t  thought  through  what  the 
repercussions  would  be.”  He  sus¬ 
pects  that  the  School  Committee’s 
final  decision  will  not  come  until 
after  the  holidays,  but  Noice  has 
put  forth  the  guess  that  “the 
decision  will  be  made  too  late” 
and  Gilbert  and  Miskevich  “prob¬ 
ably  won’t  wind  up  at  the  dance.” 
With  regard  to  the  legal  angle, 
Dollinger  felt  that  “we  can 
probably  get  around”  the  issue  of 
Gibert’s  being  a  minor  and 
Continued  on  Page  9 
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as  this  one.” 

Miley  said  that  there  was  strong 
opposition  to  the  meaMire  while  it 
was  still  in  council,  and  feels  that 
Council  members  were  not  ex¬ 
pressing  “the  will  of  the  people  of 
Hartford”  when  they  passed  the 
bill.  Now  that  it  has  been  enacted 
into  law  over  Athanson’s  veto,  he 
says,  he  and  others  opposed  to  it 
must  determine  what  action,  if 
any,  to  take  in  the  near  future. 
“One  problem,”  said  Milley,  “is 
that  there’s  no  opportunity  in 
Hartford  for  a  referendum  where 
people  can  express  themselves”  in 
regard  to  legislation  enacted  by 
the  city  government. 

He  said  people  would  find  a 
way  to  show  their  disapproval  of 
Hartford’s  new  law,  but  what  it 
would  be  is  unclear  at  the  present 
time.  “We  have  two  courses  open 
to  us,”  said  Milley.  “One  is  to 
make  a  test  court  case  out  of  this. 
The  other  is  to  wait  until  the  next 
election  year.” 


BOSTON  —  A  Task  Force  on 
Lesbian  /Gay  Issues  has  been 
created  by  the  Executive  Board  of 
the  Massachusetts  Chapter  of  the 
National  Association  of  Social 
Workers.  The  action  was  taken  as 
a  result  of  a  request  by  an  ad  hoc 
committee  of  lesbian  and  gay  male 
members  of  the  chapter.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Gary  Drake,  who,  with 
Susan  Rosen,  will  co-chair  the 
Task  Force,  participation  is  open 
to  all  chapter  members  who  have 
an  interest  in  issues  that  directly 
affect  the  welfare  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men. 

Drake  told  GCN  that  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  Task  Force  is  to  fulfill 
the  intent  of  the  NASW  Policy  on 
Gay  Issues  “to  promote  the  well¬ 
being  of  homosexually-oriented 
human  beings.”  This  policy  man¬ 
dates  that  NASW  “must  concern 
itself  with  the  eradication  of  dis¬ 
crimination  within  its  own  ranks 
and  then,  to  whatever  extent  pos¬ 
sible,  within  the  society  as  a 
whole.”  In  order  to  implement 
this  policy,  NASW  has  recom¬ 
mended  six  steps: 

1.  The  development  of  social 
action  programs  to  eliminate  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  within  human  service 
organizations.  This,  they  say,  is 
best  accomplished  by  bringing 
these  organizations  into  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  1975  NASW  Person¬ 
nel  Practices  Nondiscrimination 
Policy  in  regard  to  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion. 

2.  The  active  lobbying  for  legis¬ 
lation  which  prevents  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion. 

3.  The  development  and  spon¬ 
sorship  of  educational  programs 
which  train  Social  Workers  about 
the  characteristics  and  needs  of 
homosexual  men  and  women,  and 
enhances  their  professional  sensi¬ 
tivity  to  this  population. 

4.  The  encouragement  of  un¬ 


biased  and  unfettered  research 
into  the  nature  of  all  human  sexu¬ 
al  behavior,  homosexual  lifestyles, 
and  the  range  of  societal  responses 
to  these  lifestyles. 

5.  The  advocacy  of  appropriate 
custody  and  visitation  privileges 
of  legal  parents  regardless  of  sexu¬ 
al  orientation,  in  recognition  that 
family  systems  may  include  homo¬ 
sexual  members. 

6.  The  maintenance  of  a  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Task  Force  with  both 
an  initiative  and  a  monitoring 
function  on  the  various  programs, 
activities,  and  resource  utilization 
of  NASW  as  they  pertain  to  the 
concerns  of  gay  members  and  of 
gay  persons  in  the  community. 

The  Massachusetts  Task  Force 
on  Lesbian/Gay  Issues  has  chosen 
to  comply  with  the  national  policy 
recommendations  in  three  specific 
areas  during  the  course  of  this 
year: 

1.  The  Task  Force  will  monitor 
local,  state,  and  national  legisla¬ 
tion  that  especially  affects  homo¬ 
sexual  persons,  and,  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  Education  Legisla¬ 
tion  Action  Network,  will  organ¬ 
ize  appropriate  response. 

2.  The  Task  Force  will  develop 
a  professional  social  work  con¬ 
ference  sponsored  by  NASW  to 
explore  and  clarify  the  character¬ 
istics  and  needs  of  homosexual 
persons  as  clients  and  community 
members  (that  conference  has 
been  scheduled  for  October). 

3.  The  Task  Force  will  work  to¬ 
ward  adding  “sexual  orientation” 
to  the  anti-discrimination  clause 
of  the  NASW  Code  of  Ethics. 

Susan  Rosen,  one  of  the  co¬ 
chairs  of  the  Task  Force,  is  the 
Administrative  Director  of  the 
Homophile  Community  Health 
Service  in  Boston,  a  licensed  men¬ 
tal  health  clinic.  Gary  Rosen  is  a 
sex  educator  and  psychiatric  social 
worker  in  predominantly  gay  pri¬ 
vate  practice  in  Brookline. 
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omaha  takes  back  the  night 

OMAHA,  NE  —  During  the  week  of  April  23-27, 
several  area  groups,  including  Omaha  NOW,  Womon- 
space,  and  Gay  Alliance  lowa/Nebraska  (GAIN),  will 
sponsor  a  high-profile  series  of  workshops  and  talks 
designed  to  educate  the  public  about  the  problem  of 
sexual  assault.  Free  workshops,  open  to  the  public, 
will  discuss  myths  and  facts  about  rape,  the  legal  and 
judicial  system,  and  self-defense.  On  Friday,  April  27, 
there  will  be  a  talk  by  Jan  Ben  Dor,  who  helped  begin 
the  Ann  Arbor  (Ml)  Rape  Crisis  Center,  who  will  dis¬ 
cuss  the  politics  of  rape.  Ben  Dor  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  implementing  sexual  assault  legislation 
which  has  become  a  model  for  the  rest  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  Following  her  address,  there  will  be  a  torchlight 
procession  through  Elmwood  Park,  the  scene  of 
many  rapes,  to  demand  that  women  be  free  to  take 
back  the  night,  by  making  the  night  safe  for  women. 
For  further  information,  call  Sherry  Estes  at  (401) 
551-2532. 

gay  student  conference  in  Vermont 

BURLINGTON,  VT  —  Flo  Kennedy,  Karla  Jay, 
and  Allen  Young  are  the  keynote  speakers  scheduled 
for  a  regional  conference  which  will  focus  on  issues 
pertinent  to  gay  students  and  gay  student  organiza¬ 
tions  in  New  England  and  New  York. 

The  conference,  hosted  by  the  Gay  Student 
Union  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  will  be  held  April 
27-29  at  the  University  in  Burlington,  VT.  Its  purpose 
is  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  gay  students  to  share 
ideas  concerned  with  furthering  the  struggle  for  gay 
rights.  In  addition  to  the  keynote  addresses,  there 
will  be  workshops,  forums,  a  potluck  supper,  Sunday 
brunch,  and  social  events. 

Flo  Kennedy  will  speak  on  “the  politics  of  op¬ 
pression,”  while  Karla  Jay  and  Allen  Young  will 
present  a  talk  on  “What  do  you  people  do,  anyway?” 

Pre-registration  is  recommended.  The  cost  is  $5, 
which  includes  all  events  except  a  disco  dance, 
which  will  cost  extra.  To  register,  write  the  Gay  Stu¬ 
dent  Union,  University  of  Vermont,  Billings  Student 
Center,  Burlington,  VT  05401. 


gay  identity  conference  in  miami 

MIAMI,  FL  —  The  Dade  County  Coalition  for 
Human  Rights,  the  Center  for  Dialogue,  and  the 
Institute  on  Sexism  of  Florida  International  Uni¬ 
versity,  in  cooperation  with  Whitman-Brooks  of  Los 
Angeles,  have  scheduled  the  Second  Conference  on 
Developing  a  Positive  Gay  Identity  for  Sunday,  April 
22. 

This  is  an  opportunity  for  all  individuals  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  issue  of  gay  human  rights  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  consciousness  raising  effort  aimed  at 
promoting  a  better  understanding  of  ways  to  live  cre¬ 
atively  and  positively.  The  conference  will  focus  on 
the  issues  involved  in  reversing  the  negative  at¬ 
titudes  which  have  affected  both  gay  and  non-gay 
people  in  our  society. 

The  conference  takes  place  at  the  North  Miami 
campus  of  Florida  International  University,  in  the 
Trade  Center  Building  at  151st  St.  and  Biscayne 
Blvd.,  in  Miami.  Registration  will  be  from  8:30  to  10 
a.m.,  and  the  day-long  conference  from  10  a.m.  to  7 
p.m.  The  cost  is  $9,  or  $7  for  students.  Pre-registra¬ 
tion  is  encouraged.  For  a  registration  form,  or  for 
more  information,  call  (305)  751-6914. 


denver  hosts  regional  meeting  on  march 

DENVER  —  People  in  the  Rocky  Mountains 
region  of  the  country  will  be  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
April  24,  to  discuss  plans  for  their  participation  in  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  People's  March  on  Washington, 
scheduled  for  October  14. 

As  part  of  an  attempt  by  the  national  steering 
committee  to  organize  the  march  by  regions,  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  from  the  Rocky  Mountain  area  are 
encouraged  to  attend  this  organizational  meeting  at 
the  Gay  Community  Center  of  Colorado,  1436  Lafay¬ 
ette  St.,  in  Denver.  The  town  meeting  gets  underway 
at  7:30  p.m. 

Organizers  expect  a  lively  discussion,  as  there  is 
a  feeling  among  some  people  in  the  region  that  the 
initial  planning  for  the  march  “is  being  strongly 
dominated  by  the  factions  from  New  York  and  San 
Francisco.”  There  is  a  feeling  that  “the  wishes  of  gay 
men  and  women  living  in  ‘the  great  wasteland'  be¬ 
tween  New  York  and  San  Francisco  are  beinq  larqely 
ignored.” 

Discussion  at  this  meeting  will  be  largely  cen¬ 
tered  around  the  degree  to  which  this  section  of  the 
country  will  be  involved  in  the  planning  and  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  march.  According  to  the  organizers  in  Den¬ 
ver,  who  are  working  with  other  groups  in  the  region 
and  across  the  country,  there  is  a  “considerable  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion”  within  the  community  on  this 
issue.  All  interested  persons  are  urged  to  attend  the 
town*meeting. 


black  lesbians  to  print  bibiliography 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Black  Lesbians:  An  Anno¬ 
tated  Bibliography,  compiled  by  J.R.  Roberts,  will 
bring  together  nearly  200  references  to  books  and 
materials  by  and/or  about  black  lesbians.  This  pio¬ 
neering  work  documents  black  lesbian  life,  culture, 
oppression,  and  struggle  in  the  United  States  since 
the  19th  century.  Many  of  the  materials  were  written 
or  created  by  black  lesbians  themselves.  Due  to 
racial,  sexual,  and  heterosexual  biases,  these 
materials  have  often  been  hidden  in  a  sea  of  white 
lesbian  information  and  omitted  from  other  bibliog¬ 
raphies  about  black  women  or  lesbians.  By  focusing 
solely  on  black  lesbian  related  works,  this  bibliog¬ 
raphy  recognizes  the  unique  experiences  and  strug¬ 
gles  of  women  who  are  black,  female,  and  lesbian 
living  in  a  society  controlled  by  those  who  are  white, 
male  and  heterosexual.  The  bibliography  includes 
photographs  and  graphics,  and  a  forward  by  Barbara 
Smith,  a  Boston  area  black  lesbian  feminist  activist 
and  critic. 

In  order  to  publish  the  first  edition  of  2,000 
copies,  approximately  $1500  is  needed.  If  you  wish  to 
contribute, you  may  do  so  by  mailing  a  check  or 
money  order,  payable  to  “Brundidge  Hill  Research 
Publications,”  to  J.R.  Roberts,  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 


phila.  gay  cultural  test  continues 

PHILADELPHIA  —  “My  Sister’s  Song,”  an 
evening  of  women’s  music  ranging  from  classical  to 
jazz,  blues,  political  songs,  and  original  improvisa¬ 
tions,  will  be  presented  on  Thursday,  April  19,  by  the 
Philadelphia  Gay  Cultural  Festival.  Admission  is  $4, 
and  the  program  begins  at  8  p.m. 

Featured  performers  include  Mojo,  a  flautist 
who  has  accompanied  Kay  Gardner  and  Willie  Tyson; 
the  Alexandria  Chamber  Players;  folksinger  Dot 
Jennings;  Erica  Aaron;  Judy  Lamirand;  Kathy  Miller; 
Cathy  Crabtree;  King  Goslin;  and  Sue  Herrick. 

The  Festival  continues  on  Sunday,  April  22,  with 
“A  Night  of  Dance,  Mime,  and  Music.”  This  program 
also  begins  at  8  p.m.,  and  the  admission  is  $3. 
Featured  performers  are  improvisational  dancers 
Michael  Biel lo  and  Ishmael  Houston-Jones,  who  will 
be  assisted  by  Dan  Martin  and  Charlie  Cohen,  local 
performers  of  electronic  music;  mime  Gale  Russo, 
who  performs  in  the  traditional  sense,  with  no  props, 
music,  or  words,  and  who  performs  only  original 
pieces;  and  flautist  Susan  Manwaring,  making  her 
debut  appearance  at  the  Festival. 

The  Philadelphia  Gay  Cultural  Festival  is  a  two- 
month  series  of  events  highlighting  the  cultural 
contributions  of  lesbian  and  gay  male  artists  and 
performers,  and  has  played  to  sell-out  crowds,  ac¬ 
cording  to  organizers,  since  its  opening  in  early 
March.  This  is  the  second  annual  series  of  events, 
and  the  Festival  will  continue  until  May  11.  The 
location  for  these  programs  is  the  Christian 
Association  auditorium,  3601  Locust  Walk,  on  the 
campus  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  For  further 
information,  contact  Karen  Byers  or  David  Fair  at 
(215)  386-3916. 


mayor  visits  parents  and  friends  of  gays 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  surprise  appearance  by 
Mayor  Tom  Bradley  highlighted  the  third  anniversary 
celebration  of  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  recently. 
Bradley  expressed  his  appreciation  to  the  group  for 
its  “tremendous  support  ...  to  help  enlighten  the 
people  of  our  community  and  our  state.” 

Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  has  offered  out¬ 
reach  and  liaison  between  the  gay  and  straight  com¬ 
munities  since  its  founding  by  Adele  Starr  in  Los 
Angeles  in  1976.  Now,  there  are  new  chapters  and 
groups  springing  up  all  over  the  country.  The  group 
dedicates  itself  to  correcting  misconceptions  about 
homosexuality,  and,  according  to  Starr,  “We  know 
how  we’ve  been  brainwashed  in  the  past  and  we’re 
out  to  change  attitudes  in  the  community.” 

In  his  appearance,  Bradley  stressed  the  need  “to 
relate  to  our  fellow  human  beings."  He  cited  the  anti¬ 
gay  Briggs  Initiative,  calling  its  defeat  a  “delicious 
victory,”  and  saying,  “there  is  far  too  much  ignorance 
in  the  world  ...  It  is  absolutely  incredible  that . . .  you 
must  bear  such  abuse.” 


custody  guide  for  gay  parents 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  paperbound  volume  has 
been  made  available  for  gay  parents  facing  child 
custody  disputes.  Written  in  understandable  lay 
terms,  it  describes  the  problems  commonly  encoun¬ 
tered  by  a  gay  parent  involved  in  a  custody  battle  and 
gives  sound  advice  on  how  to  deal  with  them.  A  Gay 
Parent's  Legal  Guide  to  Child  Custody  is  available  for 
$1  from  the  Anti-Sexism  Committee  of  the  National 
Lawyers  Guild.  558  Capp  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


word  is  out 

BOSTON  —  The  Gay  Task  Force  on  Lesbian/Gay 
Issues  of  the  Massachusetts  Chapter,  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Social  Workers,  will  sponsor  a  showing  of 
the  film  Word  is  Out  on  April  26,  at  7:30  p.m.  The 
screening  will  be  in  the  Jimmy  Fund  Building  auditor¬ 
ium  of  the  Sidney  Farber  Cancer  Institute,  35  Binney 
Street,  and  will  be  open  to  all  social  workers  and 
human  services  professionals  for  an  admission  price 
of  $1.50.  For  more  information,  call  (617)  227-9635. 


upstate  n.y.  meets  for  d.c.  march 

ROCHESTER,  NY  —  The  Gay  Alliance  of  the 
Genesee  Valley  will  host  an  upstate  regional  con¬ 
ference  to  plan  for  the  national  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Peoples’  March  on  Washington,  which  will  be  held  in 
October.  Workshops  and  meetings  are  scheduled  for 
April  28,  at  the  Triangle  Community  Center,  308 
Andrews  Street,  from  9  a.m.  until  10  p.m.  On  April  29, 
there  will  be  a  dinner  with  a  feature  event  of  the 
“Vinnie  Cup  Award”  to  the  gay  activist  of  the  year. 
Pre-registration  is  required,  and  the  fee  is  $10,  which 
is  designed  to  cover  expenses.  Child  care  will  be 
provided,  as  will  signing  for  the  hearing  impaired,  and 
two  meals.  Housing  is  available.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  Gay  Alliance  of  the  Genesee  Valley 
at  713  Monroe  Avenue,  Rochester,  NY  14607,  or  call 
(716)  244-8640  or  244-9030. 


Vermont  coalition  holds  benefit  dinner 

BRATTLEBORO,  VT  —  Monday  night,  April  16, 
the  Southern  Vermont  Lesbians’/Gay  Men’s  Coalition 
will  be  hosting  a  benefit  dinner  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Eliot  Street,  in  Brattleboro,  VT,  starting  at 
5:30  p.m.  Proceeds  from  this  dinner  will  be  used  for 
regional  organizing  for  the  National  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Peoples’  March  on  Washington  in  October  of  this 
year.  A  Chinese  Dinner  will  be  served,  including 
Garlic  Chicken,  Hot  &  Sour  Soup,  a  vegetarian  main 
dish,  as  well  as  egg  rolls  and  onion  cakes. 

According  to  a  spokesperson  for  the  Coalition, 
“we  are  having  the  dinner  to  welcome  community 
support  in  our  struggle  for  basic  human  rights. 
Through  our  organizing,  we  shall  try  to  reach  gay 
people  in  the  northern  New  England  area  so  we  can 
work  together  for  our  own  liberation.” 

For  further  information  contact:  Sarah  Van 
Arsdale  at  (802)  257-7643  or  Kevin  Connors,  (802) 
387-4297. 


tennessee  (almost)  does  the  con-con 

NASHVILLE  —  By  a  very  narrow  margin,  a  House  • 
committee  in  the  Tennessee  legislature  has  decided 
to  postpone  action  on  a  resolution  to  call  a  nation¬ 
wide  constitutional  convention  aimed  at  outlawing 
all  abortions. 

The  House  Calendar  Committee,  by  a  vote  of 
18-17,  deferred  action  on  the  resolution,  which  has 
already  been  passed  in  the  Senate.  The  United  States 
Constitution  provides  a  mandate  for  Congress  to  call 
such  a  convention  upon  request  by  34  states,  some¬ 
thing  which  has  not  happened  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  in  1787. 

If  a  convention  were  called,  its  proposals  would 
become  effective  only  if  ratified  by  38  states. 


n.y.  to  host  health  professionals 

NEW  YORK  — -  The  Second  National  Gay  Health 
Conference  sponsored  by  the  National  Gay  Health 
Coalition  (NGHC),  will  be  held  May  18-20  at  Hunter 
College  in  New  York  City.  NGHC  is  comprised  of  the 
lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual  caucuses  of  the  major  U.S. 
health-professional  organizations. 

Bernice  Goodman,  MSW  and  Henry  Messer,  MD, 
who  have  been  openly  gay  and  working  in  the  gay 
health  movement  for  over  20  years,  are  scheduled  as 
keynote  speakers.  Everyone  from  Gay  Youth  to 
Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment  (SAGE)  are  ac¬ 
tively  participating  in  the  planning  and  implementa¬ 
tion  of  the  Conference  and  its  many  activities. 

In  conjunction  with  sponsorship  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  the  Coalition  will  be  publishing  the  first  edition 
of  the  National  Gay  Health  Directory  this  spring.  The 
Directory  will  be  distributed  free  of  charge  to  the  con¬ 
ference  registrants,  and  any  copies  left  over  from  the 
Conference  will  be  sold  nationally  at  a  nominal 
charge  to  help  defray  Coalition  costs. 

Free  listings  are  being  solicited  from  persons  or 
agencies  that  provide  health-related  services  to  les¬ 
bians,  gay  men  and  bisexuals,  and  may  be  submitted 
up  to  the  publishing  date,  which  will  be  sometime 
around  the  first  part  of  May.  Further  information  or  a 
brochure  on  the  Conference,  may  be  obtained  by  writ¬ 
ing  the  National  Gay  Health  Coalition  (NGHC)  at  55 
West  26th  Street,  No.  402,  New  York,  NY  10010,  or  by 
calling  (212)  725-0114. 


Gay  Community  News,  April  21,  1979  •  Page  3 


Hongisto  Faces  Hostility 


ALBANY,  NY  —  Richard 
Hongisto,  former  sheriff  of  San 
Francisco  and  supporter  of  gay 
rights,  has  been  facing  some  tough 
—  and  often  hostile  —  question¬ 
ing  from  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Crime  and  Corrections  during 
hearings  to  determine  whether  the 
Senate  should  confirm  him  as 
Gov.  Hugh  Carey’s  choice  for 
State  Corrections  Commissioner. 
According  to  a  report  in  the  New 
York  Times,  hostile  questions 
came  from  Republican  senators 
and  centered  on  Hongisto’s  “con¬ 
troversial  past  as  sheriff  of  San 
Francisco.”  Hongisto  has  been 
performing  since  last  July  in  the 
job  for  which  the  confirmation 
hearings  are  being  held. 

The  Republican  chair  of  the 
committee,  Sen.  Ralph  Marino, 
centered  his  questions  on  two 
issues:  Hongisto’s  refusal  to  en¬ 
force  a  court  order  to  evict  elderly 
people  from  a  hotel  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  in  1977,  and  on  a  grand  jury 
report  from  a  hotel  which  con¬ 
demned  his  handling  of  a  1973 
prison  uprising  in  San  Bruno,  CA. 
During  the  five  hours  of  testimony 
on  the  opening  day  of  the  hear¬ 
ings,  April  4,  there  was  a  definite 
split  along  party  lines,  with 
Republicans  attacking  Hongisto 
and  the  Democrats  defending  him 
and  asking  him  questions  aimed  at 
helping  him  to  defend  himself.  If 


the  matter  comes  before  tfu  full 
Senate,  which  is  dominated  by  the 
Republican  Party,  his  nomination 
could  very  well  be  rejected.  Sen 
Franz  Leichter,  a  Democrat, 
charged  the  Republicans  with 
attempting  a  “political  hatchet 
job.” 

During  these  proceedings,  com¬ 
mittee  aides  were  in  Cleveland  col¬ 
lecting  depositions  from  Mayor 
Dennis  Kucinich  and  two  of  his 
assistants  in  an  effort  to  determine 
why  Kucinich  fired  Hongisto  from 
his  position  as  Police  Chief.  GCN 
was  unable  to  contact  Kucinich 
for  his  comments. 

Republican  committee  members 
questioned  Hongisto’s  trips  to 
Cuba  in  1971  and  to  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1977,  and  he  replied  that 
he  had  wanted  “to  see  what  it  was 
like.”  He  also  explained  that  he 
went  to  the  Soviet  Union  as  part 
of  an  exchange  of  officials. 

He  was  also  questioned  about 
his  very  vocal  and  very  public 
support  of  gay  people  and  gay 
rights,  and  about  his  outspoken 
criticism  of  Anita  Bryant,  to 
which  he  replied  that  Bryant,  in 
her  anti-gay  campaigns,  “was 
making  a  lot  of  allegations”  about 
the  “nature  of  life  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco”  which  he  felt  were  untrue, 
and  he  had  sought  to  defend  the 
city  against  her  attacks. 

Later  in  the  hearings,  he  was 


Richard  Hongisto 


asked  to  state  whether  he  had  ap¬ 
pear  at  a  San  Francisco  gay  bar. 
Oilcan  Harry’s,  with  Jane  Fonda 
to  raise  money  for  his  defense  in 
the  contempt  of  court  case  which 
arose  out  of  his  refusal  to  enforce 
the  1977  eviction  order.  He  said 
that,  in  fact,  they  had  both  been 
there,  and  that  the  money  was 
used  for  his  legal  defense. 

When  asked  about  his  theories 
with  regard  to  the  corrections  sys¬ 
tem,  he  said  that  he  believed  that 
some  prisoners  convicted  of  minor 
offenses  could  be  better  treated  at 
residential  “therapeutic  com¬ 
munities,”  instead  of  jail,  at  lower 
cost.  He  said  prisons  are  “to  inca¬ 
pacitate  people,  deter  people  from 
crime,  to  rehabilitate  if  possible, 
and  hopefully  to  integrate  them 
back  into  society.” 


Violence  Erupts  in  Disco 


By  Jil  Clark 

HADLEY,  MA  —  Verbal  and 
physical  harassment  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  at  the  Q.R.  Disco,  a 
club  near  the  University  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  at  Amherst,  has  spur¬ 
red  the  management  to  close  the 
establishment  early  on  two  con¬ 
secutive  Wednesdays.  According 
to  local  lesbians  and  gays,  the 
management  has  been  resistant  to 
their  presence  at  the  Q.R.  and  has 
not  done  all  that  it  can  to  quell 
anti-gay  violence  perpetrated  by 
non-gay  patrons. 

These  recent  attacks  on  gay  per¬ 
sons  by  “macho  types”  are  occur¬ 
ring  in  reaction  to  stepped-up 
attendance  by  gays  at  the  Q.R.; 
they  are  attempting  to  establish  a 
“gay  night”  at  the  straight  club. 
Area  gays  have  not  had  a  place  to 
socialize  and  dance  since  the 
closing  nearly  two  years  ago  of 
Rachid’s,  in  nearby  Hadley, 
where  a  Wednesday  “gay  night” 
had  been  successfully  established. 
The  Q.R.’s  management  has  re¬ 
jected  the  request  of  gay  people 
that  a  similar  night  be  established 
at  the  O.R. 

On  the  evening  of  Wednesday, 
March  28,  several  gay  men  arrived 
at  the  Q.R.  and  began  dancing  to¬ 
gether.  The  management  informed 
them  that  “man  to  man”  dancing 
was  prohibited  and  that  all  men 
would  have  to  be  accompanied  by 


female  friends.  According  to 
Bruce  Goodchild,  another  Univer¬ 
sity  student,  when  patrons  ques¬ 
tioned  the  legality  of  this  policy, 
assistant  manager  Hazel  Cunning¬ 
ham  replied,  “It  is  not  a  question 
of  legality,  it’s  a  question  of  our 
policy.” 

When  the  men  continued  danc¬ 
ing,  the  management  closed  their 
establishment  for  the  night,  al¬ 
leging  that  the  sound  equipment 
was  malfunctioning. 

One  week  later,  about  150  peo¬ 
ple,  about  half  of  whom  were  gay, 
crowded  into  the  club,  which  is 
usually  fairly  empty  on  Wednes¬ 
day  nights.  When  gays  began 
dancing  together,  they  were  sub¬ 
jected  to  physical  and  verbal 
harassment  by  several  “macho 
types.”  Several  gay  men  and 
lesbians  were  pushed  and  shoved 
off  the  dance  floor  while  others 
had  beer  poured  on  them  and 
were  ordered,  “Get  out  of  here, 
faggots  and  queers.”  Amato  con¬ 
tends  that  in  the  midst  of  the  skir¬ 
mishes,  assistant  manager  Cun¬ 
ningham  was  overheard  saying  to 
a  bartender,  “If  you  serve  another 
queer  [a  drink],  this  is  your  last 
night.” 

“While  this  was  happening,  the 
management  refused  to  contact 
the  police,”  continued  Amato.  In 
response  to  a  call  by  a  customer, 
the  police  arrived  and  took  one  of 


the  “macho  types”  into  custody. 
When  violence  began  again  about 
a  half  hour  later,  a  customer 
attempting  to  again  summon  the 
police  was  physically  prevented 
from  doing  so.  Amato  said  that 
the  man  restraining  the  customer 
appeared  to  be  an  employee  of  the 
club. 

The  next  day,  Cunningham  told 
the  Collegian,  “There  were  no 
fights.  I  don’t  know  who  started 
that  rumor.”  Q.R.’s  manager, 
Henry  Kurzydlowski,  who  was 
not  present  Wednesday  night,  said 
that  he  had  been  informed  by  his 
employees  that  there  had  been  no 
disturbance. 

“There  was  no  fight,”  Kurzyd¬ 
lowski  said,  attributing  the  police 
calls  to  “some  crazy,  goddamn 
jerk.”  He  said  he  employs  no 
bouncers  on  Wednesday  nights 
because  the  crowds  are  rarely 
large.  He  also  said  that  if  there 
was  any  “disturbance’  at  all  that  it 
was  probably  not  due  to  his  em¬ 
ployees. 

Continuing,  the  manager  assert¬ 
ed  that  Q.R.  Disco  does  not  dis¬ 
criminate  against  gay  people. 
“Usually,  not  a  lot  of  gays  come 
here,”  he  said.  “I  have  nothing 
against  them.  They  don’t  look  for 
trouble.  But  there’s  some  people 
who  have  something  against 
them.” 


Homophobia  Comes  Out  in  Colorado  Senate 


DENVER,  CO  —  The  grounds 
of  the  Colorado  State  Capitol 
have  become  the  focus  of  a  heated 
controversy,  resulting  in  homo- 
phobic  invectives  being  hurled 
about  in  the  legislature  itself. 

The  controversy  centers  around 
the  Capitol  grounds,  located  in 
downtown  Denver,  but  not  a  part 
of  the  city  of  Denver.  Being  the 
seat  of  state  government,  it  is  of- 
fically  state  land.  It  is  also  a  popu¬ 
lar  spot  for  “male  prostitutes”  to 
cruise.  What  has  been  happening 
there  is  that  members  of  the  police 
vice  squad  have  been  picking  up 
hustlers,  driving  them  off  the 
Capitol  grounds  to  city  property, 
where  they  are  arrested. 

The  Denver  news  media  picked 
up  the  “male  prostitute”  angle 
and  began  to  discuss  it.  During 
this  time,  there  were  statements 
made  by  legislators  that  indicated 
there  would  be  a  bill  introduced  in 
the  current  legislative  session 


which  would  place  the  security  of 
the  Capitol  grounds  in  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  Denver  Police  De¬ 
partment. 

Such  a  bill  was,  in  fact,  drafted, 
and  it  came  up  for  debate  in  the 
Senate  last  month.  According  to 
Phil  Nash,  coordinator  of  the  Gay 
Community  Center  of  Colorado, 
“the  bill  is  probably  a  good  one.” 
Nash  said,  however,  that  the  gay 
community  in  Denver  is  outraged 
by  some  of  the  language  used  by 
the  legislators  in  alluding  to  the 
hustlers  and  their  “customers” 
during  floor  discussion  of  the 
Capitol  Grounds  Security  Bill. 

Nash  told  GCN  that  the  Rocky 
Mountain  News  and  the  Denver 
Post  had  both  quoted  homopho¬ 
bic  remarks  made  by  legislators  in 
the  course  of  their  discussion.  In 
addressing  himself  to  an 
amendment  requiring  the  closing 
of  the  drive  around  the  Capitol 
building  to  discourage  the  hust¬ 


lers,  Sen.  Hugh  Fowler  said,  “If 
we  can’t  keep  the  fairies  and  the 
queers  on  wheels  out  this  way, 
then  stronger  measures  will  have 
to  be  taken.”  Sen.  Tilman  Bishop 
expressed  similar  views,  saying, 
“I’m  not  as  concerned  about  the 
cars  as  I  am  about  the  fruities.” 

According  to  a  statement  in  the 
newsletter  of  the  Gay  Community 
Center  of  Colorado,  “These  state¬ 
ments  remove  our  concern  from 
that  of  homosexual  prostitution 
and  focus  it  on  the  gross  impropri¬ 
eties  of  these  Senators  with  regard 
to  their  attitudes  about  the  gay 
community.  ” 

Nash  told  GCN  that  the  gay 
community  “isn’t  all  that  con¬ 
cerned  about  whether  the  measure 
passes  or  not  —  it’s  probably  a 
good  bill,  but  it’s  the  language 
these  people  are  using  when 
they’re  talking  about  us.” 


Gay  Cops  Recruited 
in  San  Francisco 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  The 
San  Francisco  Police  Department 
has  a  recruiting  drive  on,  and  they 
want  you.  They  have  distributed 
more  than  18,000  notices  through¬ 
out  San  Francisco’s  gay  communi¬ 
ty,  notices  which  boldly  state, 
“You,  yes,  you  could  be  a  San 
Francisco  police  officer.”  Ac¬ 
cording  to  information  contained 
therein,  “candidates  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  without  regard  to  sexual 
orientation.”  According  to  city 
officials,  this  is  the  first  gay  police 
recruitment  drive  to  be  officially 
sanctioned  and  encouraged.  Inter- 
*  estingly,  there  is  a  marked  absence 
of  visible  opposition. 

The  campaign,  which  has  been 
going  on  for  just  a  few  weeks,  is 
being  privately  funded,  and  has  so 
far  attracted  applications  from 
over  350  gay  persons,  leading  to 
speculation  that  gays  will  fill  a 
large  part  of  the  nearly  600  open¬ 
ings  expected  to  occur  over  the 
next  two  years. 

Les  Morgan,  director  of  the 
drive  and  a  former  official  in  the 
sheriff’s  department,  said,  “Every 
police  department  in  the  United 
State,  except  this  one,  by  one 
means  or  another  basically  refuses 
to  hire  gay  people  and  will  fire 
them  if  they  are  detected*’ 

Some  resentment  has  begun  to 
surface  among  police  officers  in 
San  Francisco,  but,  according  to 
the  President  of  the  San  Francisco 
Police  Officer  Assocation,  Robert 
Barry,  “it’s  not  especially  divisive. 
We’ve  got  no  problem  with  homo¬ 
sexuals  coming  on  the  force,  as 
long  as  they’re  qualified.” 

Sylvie  Jacobson,  director  of 
civil  service  recruitment  for  the 
city,  says  the  success  of  the  prog¬ 
ram  “indicates  very  much  the  con¬ 
siderable  political  strength  of  the 
gay  community,  both  economical¬ 
ly  and  in  voting  power.” 

Police  departments  around  the 
country,  however,  do  not  share 
these  views.  The  International  As¬ 
sociation  of  Chiefs  of  Police  has 
continually  opposed  the  hiring  of 
gay  persons  for  police  work. 
Former  Los  Angeles  Police  Chief 
Edward  M.  Davis  was,  until  his 
retirement,  one  of  the  more  vocal 
foes  of  gay  police,  contending  that 
homosexuals,  as  “sick  persons,” 
were  unreliable  and  not  in  accord 
with  the  international  associa¬ 
tion’s  belief  that  an  officer  must 
“conduct  his  private  life  so  that 
the  public  will  regard  him  as  an 
example  of  stability,  fidelity  and 
morality.” 

The  San  Francisco  Police  Chief, 
Charles  Gain,  has  come  out  in 
support  of  the  recruitment  drive, 
saying  “We  want  the  department 
to  be  a  reflection  of  the  communi¬ 
ty,”  and,  as  homosexuality  “is  a 
fact  of  life  here,”  gays  on  the 
police  force  would  serve  to  reflect 
the  composition  of  the  city’s  pop¬ 
ulation. 

Harry  Britt,  the  City  Supervisor 
appointed  by  Mayor  Diane  Fein- 
steing  to  replace  Harvey  Milk,  has 
praised  the  recruitment,  claiming 
that  gay  people  have  filed  many 
complaints  about  their  treatment 
by  the  police,  and  that  only  by 
adding  a  significant  number  of 
gays  to  the  force  would  the  de¬ 
partment  become  “fully  sensitive 
to  the  needs  of  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty.” 

According  to  a  report  by  Phillip 
Hager  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times  , 
“Of  the  initial  group  that  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  recruitment  prog¬ 
ram,  14  percent  were  lesbians. 
Homosexuals  from  1 1  states 
outside  California  also  made 
inquiris,  but  were  advised  that  the 
police  officer  positions  were  open 
only  to  residents  of  San  Francis¬ 
co.” 


The  recruitment  director  has  af¬ 
firmed  that  there  will  not  be  hiring 
quotas  for  gay  officers,  but,  he 
said,  “Putting  all  kinds  of  people 
on  the  police  force  creates  a 
healthier  situation  for  the 
department  and  the  community.” 
There  is  also  a  proposal  afoot  to 
revise  training  programs  in  the 
police  academy  to  make  new  offi¬ 
cers  more  sensitive  to  the  needs  of 
the  gay  community.  Sylvie  Jacob¬ 
son  has  suggested  that  police  re¬ 
cruits  hear  lectures  by  psycholo¬ 
gists,  be  shown  gay-oriented 
movies,  and  enter  into  self-analy¬ 
tical  discussions  as  part  of  increas¬ 
ing  their  awareness  of  the  gay 
community. 

Resistance  to  new  gay  cops  is 
expected,  but  it  has  been  com¬ 
pared  to  the  treatment  any  rookie 
officer  might  expect  to  encounter 
on  his  way  to  becoming  a  veteran. 
According  to  the  recruitment  di¬ 
rector,  Lew  Morgan,  the  resistance 
by  veteran  officers  will  “wear 
off”  after  a  while.  After  all,  he 
says,  “it’ll  get  old  calling 
somebody  a  faggot.” 

Conn  Rill 
SB  705 
Defeated 

HARTFORD,  CT  —  Just  one 
week  after  its  approval  in  the  State 
Senate,  SB  705,  the  “Sexual 
Status  Bill,”  has  gone  down  to  re¬ 
sounding  defeat  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  losing  there  by  a 
margin  of  more  than  2-1. 

In  a  move  which  took  sponsors 
and  supporters  completely  by  sur¬ 
prise,  Rep.  John  Berman,  who  has 
supported  the  bill  during  its  hear¬ 
ings  in  the  Joint  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee,  performed  a  full  about- 
face  in  his  position  and  spoke 
against  it  in  the  discussions  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  on  April  11. 
When  the  vote  was  taken,  he 
voted  against  it,  and  his  action 
appeared  to  sway  many  other 
votes. 

The  day  of  the  voting  took  most 
people  outside  the  legislature  by 
surprise.  According  to  Don  Zajac 
of  the  Connecticut  Gay  Task 
Force,  the  hearings  and  voting  on 
SB  705  had  originally  been  post¬ 
poned  until  next  week,  but  in¬ 
stead,  the  bill  was  put  on  the  floor 
early  —  for  what  reason,  no  one  is 
quite  sure. 

Zajac  speculated  that  the  over¬ 
whelming  defeat  of  the  measure, 
by  a  vote  of  98  to  48,  may  be 
partly  due  to  an  attempt  at  poli¬ 
tical  vengeance  involving  Eva 
Hudak,  who  was  nominated  to 
head  the  State  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion.  Hudak  is  a  vociferous  critic 
of  such  issues  as  abortion,  the 
ERA,  and  gay  rights.  A  joint  com¬ 
mittee  defeated  her  nomination  by 
a  vote  of  24  to  12.  According  to 
Zajac,  the  House  action  on  SB  705 
may  have  been  an  attempt  at  “get¬ 
ting  even,”  but  “most  people 
voted  against  her  because  she  just 
was  not  qualified.” 

Another  factor  which  evidently 
came  into  play  in  this  instance  is 
the  fact  that  many  legislators  will 
be  up  for  re-election  next  year, 
and  they  were  fearful  of  doing 
something  which  would  be  unpop¬ 
ular  with  their  constituents  and 
possibly  cost  them  an  election. 

Zajac  told  GCN,  “We  will  be 
"back  in  two  years  —  we’re  not 
going  to  go  away.”  He  said  the 
next  project  the  Connecticut  Gay 
Task  Force  would  probably  at¬ 
tempt  will  be  a  civil  rights  statute 
for  the  city  of  New  Haven. 
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TX  women’s 
community  news 

Dear  GCN, 

1  wonder  if  I  am  truly  a  misogynist.  Perhaps  I 
am  just  a  little  slow  and  need  more  “educating.” 
I  listen  when  women  speak  and  say  that  the  roots 
of  both  gay  and  women’s  oppression  are  the 
same  male,  heterosexist  notions.  And  I  believe  it. 
But  right  now  1  just  can’t  understand  why  GCN 
publishes  stories  like  “Boston  College  Threatens 
Mary  Daly”(Feb.  17,  Vol.  6,  #30)  and  most  re¬ 
cently,  “King  Axes  Women’s  Commission” 
(Apr.  14,  Vol.  6,  #37). 

The  Gay  Community  News  is  a  special  interest 
newspaper  by  and  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  We 
are  a  diverse  group  (how  many  times  has  it  been 
said?)  and  the  only  thing  that  really  unites  us  is 
our  common  affectional  interest  in  members  of 
our  own  sex.  But  I  could  find  nothing  queer  in 
either  of  the  above  mentioned  stories.  Their  only 
distinguishing  feature  was  their  inordinate 
length:  Daly  —  51  column  inches,  CSW  —  37 
column  inches. 

While  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  expect  lesbians 
to  separate  their  queerness  from  their  woman- 
ness,  it  is  equally  wrong  to  expect  gay  men  to  be 
as  interested  in  women’s  issues  as  dykes  are.  But 
when  I  do  want  to  investigate  a  particular 
woman’s  issue  1  will  go  to  a  woman’s  newspaper, 
Equal  Times  or  Sojourner.  I  would  expect  dykes 
would  do  the  same. 

Faggots  and  dykes  are  not  the  only  oppressed 
people  in  this  world.  We  share  second  class  citi¬ 
zenship  with  people  of  color,  all  women,  the 
handicapped,  the  very  old  and  the  very  young  to 
name  a  few.  Every  day  one  can  find  an  instance 
of  some  act  of  prejudice  against  at  least  one  of 
these  groups.  But  unless  some  direct  correlation 
can  be  made  between  a  particular  incident  and 
gay/lesbian  rights  or  concerns,  it  should  be  left 
for  somebody  else  to  write  about. 

The  staff  of  GCN  is  far  too  small  to  become  a 
people's  liberation  journal.  It  needs  to  focus  on 
the  queer  issues  so  that  they  are  covered  as 
intelligently,  as  thoroughly  and  as  professionally 
as  possible.  This  is  the  reason  for  the  paper’s 
existence.  Have  you  lost  sight  of  this  in  your 
(overzealous?)  desire  to  achieve  “gender 
parity”? 

Sincerely, 

Porter  Mortell 
Boston,  MA 

holly  near 

Dear  GCN, 

There  was  too  much  of  the  personal  (may  I  say 
idosyncratic?)  in  Eva  Young’s  review  of  the 
Holly  Near/J.T.  Thomas  Concert  (GCN,  Mar. 
31,  1979).  For  one  thing,  there  seems  little  point 
in  having  someone  review  a  women’s  concert  for 
whom  such  concerts  in  general  “frighten  .  .  . 
pick  at  the  scars  of  (her)  paranoia."  The  most 
objectionable  aspect  of  the  review  was  its 
naivete.  In  a  gay  newspaper  of  as  wide  a  circu¬ 
lation  as  GCN  enjoys,  1  would  expect  that  a 
review  of  an  important  women’s  event  such  as  a 
Holly  Near  concert  would  reflect  some  appreci¬ 
ation  of  and  sensitivity  to  the  fact  that  Holly 
Near  has  been  a  really  positive  and  inspiring 
force  for  many  of  us  in  the  women’s  community. 
To  subject  her  concert  to  such  naive  interpreta¬ 
tion  as  was  expressed  in  this  wide-eyed  review  re¬ 
flects  neither  knowledge  nor  sensitivity. 

A.  Luck 
Somerville,  MA 

set  us  free 

Dear  GCN, 

1  am  outraged  at  Eva  Young’s  cynical  review 
of  Holly  Near/JT  Thomas  Concert.  Has  she  no 
appreciation  for  the  energy,  *-brain  power, 
commitment,  and  purpose  that  went  into  the 
production  of  the  women’s  concert,  or  did  her 
paranoia  get  in  the  way? 

This  event  was  much  more  than  a  concert,  it 
was  a  cultural  event  reaching  out  to  women  to 
unite,  regardless  of  ethnic  background.  It  was  a 
political  rally  to  increase  our  awareness  of  the 
various  aspects  of  oppression  and  crimes,  subtle 
and  otherwise,  which  victimize  ALL  WOMEN. 
It  is  neither  “appropriate”  nor  the  “hip”  thing 
to  do  as  implied,  but  a  necessity,  to  take  the  time 
to  announce  rallies,  workshops,  other  concerts  in 
the  women’s  community  at  such  an  event.  More 
women  need  to  become  aware  of  the  horrible 
injustices  against  us,  and  that  there  are  women 
using  their  anger,  fear,  and  resentment  to 
FIGHT  BACK!!  using  their  energy  to  reach  out 
to  other  women  to  let  us  know  we’re  not  alone  in 
our  feeling  in  our  struggles  and  fears.  The  entire 
event  stressed  and  reflected  the  power  of  women 
united,  the  power  with  which  we  can  effect 
change,  SET  US  FREE!! 

Fighting  Back, 

Trish  Karlinski 
Roxbury,  MA 


radical  tacticians 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  say  to  Nancy  Walker,  author  of 
“NGTF,  the  Movement,  and  All  of  Us,”  thank 
you  for  saying  it  so  well. 

For  far  too  long,  too  many  self  appointed 
spokespersons  and  self  anointed  prophets  in  the 
gay  movement  have  attempted  to  cram  radical 
rhetoric  down  many  of  our  throats.  These  radical 
tacticians  remind  me  of  the  revolutionaries  cur¬ 
rently  in  power  in  Iran:  asking  the  masses  to 
accept  a  constitution  turning  their  country  into 
some  vaguely  and  ill  defined  “Islamic  Repub¬ 
lic.”  With  mouthfuls  of  radical  chic  elocution, 
these  undoubtedly  sincere  people,  ask  us  to  enlist 
in  their  effort  to  overthrow  the  government  and 
replace  it  with  some  vaguely  and  ill  defined  “So¬ 
cialist”  government. 

They  seem  to  feel  that  our  collective  expe¬ 
riences  of  being  gay,  when  taken  and  added  to¬ 
gether,  equal  the  same  total  regardless  of  how 
many  times  the  columns  of  figures  are  added 
together  and  come  out  differently.  My  own  ex¬ 
periences,  while  most  assuredly  matching  many 
other  gays,  tell  me  that  the  gay  experience  is 
much  like  the  old  Zen-Buddhist  question:  “What 
is  the  sound  of  one  hand  clapping?”  The  answer 
is,  of  course,  the  sound  of  one  hand  clapping  is 
one  hand  clapping.  And  so  it  is  with  each  of  us, 
the  experience  of  being  gay  in  America  is  the 
experience  of  being  gay  in  America. 

It  is  precisely  this  experience  that  each  of  us 
must  bring  to  the  gay  movement  if  we  are  to 
forge  it  into  the  dynamic  civil  rights  organization 
it  must  be  if  we  are  to  win  our  rights. 

We  cannot  be  bothered  to  question  whether  an 
individual’s  experience  is  radical,  liberal,  mod¬ 
erate,  conservative,  upper  class,  middle  class,  or 
lower  class.  We  would  be  far  better  off  saying 
“so  that’s  your  experience,  let’s  see  how  we  can 
incorporate  that  into  achieving  our  goals.”  Re¬ 
jecting  the  odd  assortment  of  labels  and  boxes  we 
throw  ourselves  in  to  can  only  serve  to  defeat  our 
own  divisiveness.  Accepting  boxes  and  labels  can 
only  narrow  our  vision,  our  power,  and  set  back 
our  eventual  victory  over  the  forces  of  hate  and 
oppression. 

Sincerely, 

Don  Babets 
Worcester,  MA 

four  stars 

Dear  GCN, 

Four  stars  for  the  March  17,  1979  issue  of 
GCN] 

The  diversity  of  subjects  covered,  from  the 
support  of  Lampiao  in  Brazil  to  the  Connecticut 
Gay  Rights  Bill  to  the  anti-gay  violence  in 
Queens,  NY,  to  Greg’s  very  funny  article  on  gay 
health  showed  a  great  vitality  to  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  and  the  paper. 

I  especially  liked  the  article  on  “Organizing  in 
Oregon”  and  the  letters  column  and  its  continu¬ 
ing  discussion  on  the  cross-generational  issue. 
Ian  Michaels’  article  and  that  of  Beth  Kelly  have 
brought  this  complex  .question  to  a  more  reason¬ 
able  and  human  level.  I’ve  learned  much  from 
the  discussion. 

Two  other  features  were  especially  noteworthy 
in  this  issue:  I  was  very  pleased  to  see  the  Forum 
on  the  Straight  to  Hell  advertisement  in  the 
paper;  it  gave  me  some  sense  of  the  people  be¬ 
hind  the  newsprint.  I  also  love  the  Just  Friends 
column  in  the  classifieds  and  see  its  introduction 
as  quite  an  innovation  for  GCN.  I  hope  it  will  be 
used  extensively  by  your  readers. 

All  in  all,  folks,  a  very  solid  paper! 

Thank  you, 

Tony  Krebs 
Seattle,  WA 
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protest 

Dear  GCN,  especially  Nancy  Walker: 

I  must  protest  the  treatment  accorded  young 
Oklahoma  gay  activist  John  Mehring  by  regular 
commentator  Nancy  Walker  (“NGTF,  the 
Movement,  and  All  of  Us,”  GCN  #36,  p.  5).  It  is 
true  that  in  his  remarks  (“NGTF,  Political 
Change,  and  Oklahomosexuals,”  GCN  #34,  p. 
5)  Mehring  was  unfair  to  the  NGTF  spokes¬ 
persons  whom  Walker  well  defends.  It  is  also 
true,  or  seems  to  be,  that  Mehring  operates  from 
a  misconception  of  NGTF’s  rationale,  viz.,  equal 
civil  rights  under  the  law,  and  of  its  focus,  i.e. , 
national  rather  than  local.  Unless  they  are  un¬ 
usually  diligent  and  scrupulous  people,  Voeller 
and  O’Leary,  the  NGTF  representatives,  should 
not  have  been  expected  to  know  anything  of 
Oklahoma’s  gay  activist  community  and  its  situ¬ 
ation.  Such  was  outside  their  homework  for  the 
occasion:  all  they  had  to  do  was  go  over  speeches 
they  no  doubt  had  long  known  by  heart,  chang¬ 
ing  a  place  reference  here  and  there  to  win  over 
the  audience. 

So  Mehring  was  unfair,  most  probably  from 
the  .disappointment  of  youthfully  high  expecta¬ 
tions.  Unfortunately  his  unfairness  begot  a  cor¬ 
responding  and  far  more  callous  unfairness  in 
Walker.  For  nearly  half  the  length  of  her  reply, 
she  makes  all  manner  of  unfounded  statements 
about  Mehring.  First,  she  writes  that  he  “obvi¬ 
ously  has  a  narrow  view  of  ‘gay  liberationists’.” 

I  found  this  not  at  all  obvious:  what  passage  in 
his  piece  led  her  to  write  this  about  him?  Next, 
she  avers  that  he  shows  “his  own  naivete  by  not 
understanding  how  the  process  of  social  change 
in  this  country  Teally  works,  and  his  mypoia  of 
failing  to  see  the  virtues  of  any  view  of  gay  liber¬ 
ation  other  than  his  own.”  Read  it  as  closely  and 
as  often  as  I  can,  I  still  find  nothing  in  print  to 
justify  these  statements:  again,  chapter  and 
verse,  Ms.  Walker?  Then  in  the  next  paragraph, 
again  without  any  citation  from  the  text,  she  all 
but  accuses  Mehring  of  murderous  intent  with 
this  rhetorical  question:  “If  we  disagreed  with 
him,  would  we  all  be  executed  or  just  locked  up 
for  our  transgressions?”  This  is,  I  believe,  “ ad 
hominem  argument,  gratuitous  vilification”  (I 
quote  Walker’s  opening  sentence)  at  its  most 
scurrilous.  More  than  the  others,  this  last  state¬ 
ment  makes  Walker  appear  a  vicious  hypocrite, 
since  she  baselessly,  but  ever  so  basely,  indulges 
the  practices  she  condemns  in  Mehring.  Why? 
After  all,  doesn’t  she  contend,  toward  the  end  of 
her  piece,  that  “Invective  and  empty  rhetoric 
lead  only  to  hurt  feelings  and  dead  ends”? 

Ever  soothing  and  life-nurturing  herself. 
Walker  at  last  drums  Mehring  out  of  the  gay 
movement  (whatever  that  is)  because  “he  is  very, 
very  myopic  and  naive,”  and  by  implication  is 
not  among  “those  of  us  who  understand  how 
politics  works.”  Further,  she  intimates,  he  is  not 
to  be  listened  to  because  he  is  a  “person  who  has 
no  stake  in  .  .  .  society,”  one  of  “those  who 
don’t  give  a  damn  about  it.”  If  this  were  true, 
why  would  he  bother  being  an  activist,  why 
would  he  be  so  ardent  for  change  in  society?, 
why  would  he  be  offended  at  Voeller’s  and 
O’Leary’s  (probably  only  ignorant)  slighting  of 
Oklahoma  gay  activism?  His  are  not  the  words 
of  the  willing  and  careless  outcast.  However  ill- 
chosen  the  occasion  for  his  complaint,  he  cares. 

Really,  Nancy  Walker,  how  dare  you?  Damn¬ 
ing  him,  I  feel  you  damn  me  and  all  others  who 
believe  radical  change  is  necessary  not  just  for 
gay  freedom  and  equality  but  for  the  continuity 
of  humanity  on  this  planet.  You  certainly  seem 
to  say  that  we  are  worthless  and  possibly  sub¬ 
human  because  we  are  not  “middle  class” 
(whatever  you  mean  by  that),  we  have  no  “jobs 
or  responsibilities,”  we  are  “loud  and  vehem¬ 
ent”  in  order  to  “frighten  and  turn  off  .  .  .  huge 
segments  of  the  gay  population.”  And  how  do 
you  know  we  are  these  things?  If  you  indeed 
know,  let  us  have  your  evidence. 

You  write,  “Many  roads  lead  to  Rome.  We 
must  each  travel  the  one  that  suits  us  best.”  Your 
attack  on  Mehring,  on  all  gay  radicals,  makes  me 
think  that  I’m  not  included  in  your  imperial 
“We,”  that  my  road  doesn’t  lead  to  Rome.  You 
seem  to  know  so  well  that  people  of  my  persua¬ 
sion  don’t  belong  in  heaven  —  that  is,  if  we’re 
people  at  all. 

Well,  I’m  angry.  And  sick  of  overreactions  by 
famous  and  influential  spokespersons  and  their 
legions  of  defenders  to  every  puny  slight,  to 
every  peep  from  the  gay  left.  It’s  so  damned 
unfair!  It  makes  me  want  to  give  up  on  being 
“gay”  and  go  back  to  being  what  I’ve  always 
been  because  of  the  insensitiveness  and  condes¬ 
cension  of  the  Nancy  Walkers  of  the  world  —  a 
queer,  odd,  out-of-place,  and  unwanted  in  any 
and  every  context. 

Ray  Olson 
St.  Paul,  MN 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices”.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letter  should  be 

typed  and  doubled-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108  
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— —  ■■■"■Speaking  Out 

NGTF,  the  March 
and  the  Hinterlands 


By  Dennis  Melba  ’son 

Pink  Triangle  Alliance,  New  Orleans  Louisiana 

John  Mehring’s  “Speaking  Out”  column  (GCN,  #34,  “NGTF,  Political  Change,  and 
Oklahomosexuals,”  March  24)  was  a  sober  and  reasoned  criticism  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  as  seen  from  the  hinterlands  of  America.  I  lived  seven  years  as  an  outfront  gay  in 
Arkansas,  which  neighbors  Oklahoma  in  political  backwardness  as  well  as  geography,  trying 
to  do  gay  community  organizing.  I  know  something  of  John  Mehring’s  struggle  from 
personal  experience.  For  those  of  us  out  here  in  the  sticks,  NGTF  is  a  sham.  Nowhere  in  its 
rhetoric  (and  speaking  of  rhetoric,  try  stumbling  through  a  copy  of  the  NGTF  newsletter .  .  . 
whew!)  are  the  issues  addressed  which  we  out  here  on  the  front  lines  have  to  live  with  every 
day. 

What  John  Mehring  was  saying  is  that  NGTF  is  not  trying  to  be  a  gay  organization  that 
represents  all  gay  people,  which  is  what  it  claims.  But  instead  NGTF  is  trying  to  be  a  political 
organization  that  represents  the  comfortable  (white)  gay  middle-class.  That’s  the  reality,  no 
matter  what  NGTF  claims  it  is  trying  to  do.  When  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  Traveling 
Media  Show  comes  into  a  town,  no  attempt  is  made  to  recognize  the  grassroots  organizing 
that  is  going  on  and  which  brought  them  there  in  the  first  place.  One  organization  is  chosen 
for  benign  recognition,  invariably  the  most  conservative  and  respectable-appearing-to- 
straights.  All  other  organizations  are  ignored,  particularly  those  that  are  doing  nitty-gritty 
street  organizing  with  gay  youth,  TVs  and  TSs,  bar,  bath,  and  restaurant  workers,  Third 
World  or  rural  gays  —  all  those  people  NGTF  claims  to  represent  and  doesn’t. 

“Now  more  than  ever  it  is  crucial  for  gays  of  all  persuasions  and  social  strata  to  table 
our  differences  and  try  to  work  together.”  (My  emphasis;  the  quotation  is  from  Nancy 
Walker  toward  the  end  of  her  article,  “NGTF,  the  Movement,  and  All  of  Us”,  GCN,  Vol. 
6,  #36.)  Now  there  is  a  statement  I  can  agree  with.  NGTF  is  in  a  unique  position  to  mediate 
this  process.  But  instead,  what  NGTF  is  actually  doing  out  here  in  the  sticks  —  where  we 
don’t  have  access  to  the  media  that  both  east-  and  west-coast  chauvinists  take  for  granted  — 
is  contributing  toward  the  process  of  local  gay  communities  “dissipating  our  energies  in 
internecine  warfare  between  factions  of  our  own  movement.”  (That  quotation  from  the  end 
of  Nancy  Walker’s  article).  John  Mehring  clearly  recognized  this  and  spoke  out.  Only  blind, 
arrogant,  unconscious,  metropolitan  chauvinism  could  have  prevented  Nancy,  who 
otherwise  seems  to  be  a  kind  woman,  and  the  GCN  Collective  from  seeing  this.  I’m  sure  that 
none  of  you  mean  us  any  harm  out  here.  And  yet  hurt  is  what  we  feel  when  our  voices  are 
silenced  and  our  pain  ignored. 

It  is  not  only  John  Mehring’s  voice  that  is  being  silenced  by  ad  hominem  invective.  The 
self-named  Hinterlands  Caucus  was  also  silenced  at  the  recent  meeting  in  Philadelphia  to 
plan  for  the  “national”  march  on  Washington  (GCN  #32,  March  10).  The  ultimate  in 
metropolitan  chauvinism  is  that  the  Houston  delegation,  nominally  representing  about 
150,000  gay  people,  was  a  member  of  that  caucus.  Now  that  is  what  I  call  east/west-coast 
chauvinism.  And  it  hurts,  dammit! 

Unfortunately,  Nancy’s  sense  of  history,  about  which  she  claims  to  have  some 
knowledge,  is  a  trifle  warped.  The  blacks  did  not  get  out  of  the  back  of  the  bus  with  the  help 
of  people  “accustomed  to  privilege”  (her  phrase,  quoting  Mehring).  They  got  off  the  bus 
first  and  then  took  to  the  streets.  Only  then  did  (white)  people  of  privilege  acknowledge  their 
existence.  The  Suffragist  movement  in  America,  by  then  predominantly  middle-class,  was 
promised  the  vote  by  the  Wilson  administration  in  order  to  get  women  to  support  national 
mobilization  for  World  War  I.  Even  then  it  was  two  years  after  the  war  before  the  19th 
Amendment  was  passed.  The  power  structure  was  never  “forced  to  grant  women  the  vote,” 
as  Nancy  claims.  It  accomodated  them.  Or  at  least  accomodated  those  women  with  middle- 
class  power  and  privilege  who  could  “pass,”  as  ‘twere.  Proof  that  suffrage  accomplished 
nothing  for  women  is  that  the  ERA  has  yet  to  be  passed.  The  mass  of  poor  and  working 
women’s  lives  are  unchanged.  The  passing  of  a  law  has  done  nothing  to  alter  the  daily  pain 
of  their  existence. 

Is  this  what  we  as  gay  people  want  from  America?  Women  are  saying  that  it’s  not  what 
they  wanted,  and  are  taking  to  the  streets  again  to  say  it  loudly.  Blacks  are  beginning  to  eye 
the  streets  again  as  well,  in  light  of  recent  Supreme  Court  decisions  (one  pending:  the  Weber 
case  affecting  labor)  to  renege  on  the  promises  made  in  the  sixties  to  get  blacks  off  the  streets 
in  the  first  place.  Gays  take  to  the  streets  once  a  year  in  a  kind  of  joyful  celebration  that 
straight  America  can  tolerate  because  we  put  on  such  a  good  show.  What  Harvey  Milk 
wanted,  I  believe,  and  what  I  feel  John  Mehring  and  the  Hinterlands  Caucus  want,  is  for 
gays  to  take  to  the  streets  with  anger  and  determination  to  be  heard,  to  have  the  pain  or  our 
existence  acknowleged  and  alleviated.  And  it  hurts  like  bloody  hell  to  have  gay  people  who 
call  us  Sister  and  call  us  Brother  and  take  our  money  refuse  to  listen  when  we  Speak  Out 
about  the  reality  of  our  lives. 

Why  will  none  of  our  “national”  movement  “leaders”  listen  to  the  final  words  of  the 
dying  Dr.  Howard  Brown  in  Familiar  Faces,  Hidden  Lives:  “.  .  .  the  final  victory  for 
homosexual  freedom  will  have  to  be  won  in  the  small  town?”  Why  will  not  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  and  its  clonelike  offshoots  listen  to  the  voices  of  those  of  us  who  live  and  love 
and  struggle  to  survive  in  the  belly  of  the  beast?  Why  can’t  NGTF  and  the  planners  of  the 
Washington  March  help  us  organize  in  places  where  even  the  word  “organization”  is  an 


alien  concept  among  the  true  majority  of  gays  —  not  the  “majority”  Nancy  Walker  extols  as 
being  “middle-class  [with]  a  stake  in  the  existing  order.”  Why  can’t  NGTF  acknowledge  the 
existence  of  all  local  gay  organizations  and  help  us  when  the  din  of  daily  arguments  has 
clouded  our  vision.  (For  that  matter,  why  can’t  NGTF  publically  acknowledge  the  role 
played  by  the  Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  York  in  forcing  the  American  Psychiatric 
Association  to  change  its  “sick”  labeling  of  us?)  Why  can’t  the  temporarily  named  Lesbian 
and  Gay  People’s  National  March  on  Washington  realize  that  we’re  not  all  middle-class  and 
have  access  to  money  and  mobility?  A  national  march  of  millions  of  gay  people  is  a  grand 
idea.  But  the  reality  is  that  most  local  organizations  lack  the  resources  to  mobilize  for  such 
an  event.  A  march  on  fifty  state  capitals  would  be  equally  effective  —  though  perhaps  not  as 
media  conscious  —  and  would  help  us  here  in  the  sticks  continue  the  task  of  organizing 
among  ourselves. 

We  need  help  out  here,  not  invective  and  condescension.  Who  are  we  going  to  turn  to 
for  help  but  those  groups  with  money  and  political  clout  in  the  Los  Angeles/San  Francisco 
and  New  York/Boston  areas?  Our  organization  and  hundreds  like  us  silenced  our  local 
differences  and  came  together  to  organize  fundraisers  for  California  gays  to  fight  the  Briggs 
Initiative.  The  New  Orleans  gay  community,  perhaps  the  Itast  organized  in  the  country  even 
thought  considered  the  fifth  largest,  sent  $3400  to  California.  And  what  happened  the  next 
time  gay  groups  from  across  the  nation  came  together?  The  Hinterlands  were  told  by  New 
York  and  San  Francisco  to  sit  down  and  shut  up.  Obviously  the  national  March  planners 
would  prefere  to  media  blitz  three  major  networks  and  ignore  the  hundreds  of  local  TV 
stations  that  daily  comment  on  our  lives.  How  many  of  us  can  afford  to  take  off  a  whole 
weekend  to  come  to  Washington?  And  how  many  more  of  us  could  afford  a  day  to  march  on 
our  state  capitals?  Can’t  y’all  understand  how  left  out  and  alientated  we  feel  by  people  who 
claim  to  represent  us  and  don’t?  And  if  Gay  Community  News  isn’t  going  to  listen  to  and 
respect  our  criticisms,  then  who  is?  Certainly  not  The  Advocate  or  NGTF.  To  them  we’re 
“sore  losers”  or  “radicals.” 

Now  that  I’ve  had  the  opportunity  to  Speak  Out,  it’s  very  important  for  me  to  say  that  I 
have  tremendous  respect  for  Nancy  Walker  and  the  GCN  Collective.  I  admire  the  way  Nancy 
speaks  out  over  and  again.  I  wouldn’t  miss  reading  “Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn”  for  anything!  I 
loved  what  she  wrote  about  bananas  and  someday  would  like  to  meet  her  and  her  lover,  who 
appears  to  be  otherwise  nameless.  And  no  doubt  in  the  din  of  your  own  daily  arguments  the 
Collective  loses  sight  of  how  much  Gay  Community  News  means  to  us  out  here  who  read  it 
week  after  week.  You  are  often  our  only  source  of  information  about  what’s  happening  with 
gay  people  around  the  country  —  and  world.  For  those  of  us  who  recognize  Nancy  as  a 
member  of  the  Collective,  giving  her  the  Speaking  Out  space  when  she  already  has  access  to 
your  pages  makes  it  appear  that  she  is  speaking  for  the  Collective  —  even  though  we  know 
that  probably  isn’t  true.  No  doubt  other  Collective  members  would  resent  my  assuming  this, 
just  as  I  resent  NGTF  claiming  to  speak  for  me  when  it  doesn’t.  Nothing  is  going  to  change 
in  this  country  —  in  the  world  —  until  each  of  us  is  empowered  to  speak  for  ourselves  and  be 
heard. 

Just  as  the  comtemporary  women’s  movement  learned  from  the  black  and  anti-war 
movements  how  to  organize  on  a  broad  basis,  just  so  are  women  and  lesbians  showing  the 
gay  movement  visions  of  a  society  in  which  diversity  is  a  source  of  strength.  On  a  global 
level,  gay  people  alone  are  in  a  unique  position  to  show  heterosexuals  how  to  communicate 
with  each  other.  If  gay  corporation  executives  can  learn  to  talk  to  drag  queens  and  separatist 
dykes  across  the  common  denominator  of  being  queer,  then  perhaps  Arabs  and  Jews  can 
learn  to  communicate  across  their  common  Semitism,  and  Hindus  and  Pakistanis  across 
their  common  heritage  as  Indians,  and  Hopis  and  Navajos  across  their  common  oppression 
as  well.  The  possibilities  are  endless.  ■ 

And  the  pitfalls  are  great.  As  Nancy  points  out,  “The  enemy  is  consolidating  its 
forces.”  They’ve  already  struck  in  places  like  Wichita,  Kansas  and  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  and 
Eugene,  Oregon  and  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas,  which'  already  have  Briggs-type  laws  and 
where  the  KKK  is  organizing  in  the  high  schools  to  beat  up  queers.  The  enemy  was 
(temporarily?)  defeated  in  California  and  Seattle,  Washington,  where  strong  gay  organi¬ 
zations  of  great  diversity  came  together  to  fight  a  shared  bigotry.  It  may  be  true,  in  a  nuclear- 
disaster  sense,  that  “we  all  live  in  Pennsylvania.”  But  we  do  not  all  live  in  LA-SF/NY- 
Boston.  If  Bruce  Voeller  has  been  in  the  movement  for  ten  years  he  should  damn  well  know 
this.  Even  NGTF  loudly  advertises  that  “We  Are  Everywhere.” 

Y’all  better  believe  it! 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond 
to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Community  Voices 


it  all  comes  down 

Dear  GCN, 

Nancy  Walker’s  views  (the  lates  in  “Speaking 
Out”  April  7,  1979)  express  a  peculiarly  Amer¬ 
ican  conservatism:  preserving  the  worst  of  tradi¬ 
tion  rather  than  the  best,  and  all  of  it  expressed 
in  a  narrow-mindedness  and  mean-spiritedness,  a 
lack  of  generosity.  For  all  her  talk  of  “varia¬ 
tion”  among  gay  people,  it  all  comes  down  to  a 
kiss-the-ass  obeisance  to  money,  the  monied  and 
strait-man-identified  institutions. 

A  great  deal  of  space  in  GCN  has  been  given  to 
Walker  recently.  Surely  the  editors  can  find  other 
lesbian  writers  with  vital  viewpoints  and  much- 
needed  information  to  share  with  the  gay  com¬ 
munities  in  strength  and  hope  of  change  in  con¬ 
trast  to  Walker’s  views  and  attitudes  which  smell 
of  the  closet  and  which  tell  us  to  lay  back  and 
continue  to  be  raped  by  the  patriarchal  institu¬ 
tions  and  institutional  minds  that  have  long 
suffocated  us  and  continue  to  suffocate  us. 

As  for  all  that  conservative  money  she  speaks 
of:  such  money  only  gives  itself  to  cautious  en¬ 


deavors  which  means  endeavors  that  keep  things 
pretty  much  as  they  are. 

Lesbians  and  gay  world  peoples  need  to  unite 
in  supportive  and  self-supportive  groups  on  a 
local  level  with  the  struggles  of  women,  workers. 
Third  World  people,  the  poor,  and  all  the  op¬ 
pressed,  in  a  grassroots  movement  that  could 
turn  this  misogynist,  racist  and  homophobic 
nation  around.  The  people  Walker  would  have 
us  kowtow  to  certainly  won’t  contribute  an 
ounce  of  energy  or  a  gay  or  nongay  nickel  to 
that. 

Love  to  you  all, 

Michael  Rumaker 
South  Nyack,  NY 


Fridays 

GCN  needs  volunteers  on  Friday 
nights  to  help  send  the  paper  out  to 
subscribers.  5  p.m.  on  22  Bromfield 
Street. 


no  right,  no  wrong 

Dear  Friends: 

I  like  the  dialogue  on  the  man/boy  love  issue.  1 
think  that  it  is  neither  right  nor  wrong.  It  de¬ 
pends  on  the  individuals  involved.  No  two  rela¬ 
tionships  are  alike,  therefore,  there  can  be  no 
“right-wrong”  or  moral  answers. 

I  believe  that  young  people,  if  they’re  brought 
up  with  a  good  attitude  about  themselves,  can 
have  a  good  relationship  with  someone  “older.” 
1  am  concerned  about  the  unsavory  characters, 
who  prey  on  unwitting  youngsters.  However,  all 
young  people  shouldn’t  be  forced  to  deny  them¬ 
selves.  The  raunchy  people  will  continue  to  do 
their  shit  REGARDLESS  of  any  laws!  What 
right  do  we  “adults”  have  to  tell  a  kid  that 
she/he  has  no  right  to  sexuality  and  at  the  same 
time  place  that  child  right  smack  in  the  middle  of 
the  big  business  of  sex  that  prevails  in  the  U.S. 
today? 

I  would  like  to  hear  more  feedback  from  the 
young  people  who  are  directly  involved.  1  am 


pleased  to  see  the  space  for  the  discussion  of 
controversial  issues  in  GCN.  I  feel  that  1  have 
developed  a  new  awareness  because  of  it. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Linda  Gwizdak 
Montpelier,  VT 


REPS  WANTED 
GCN  has  positions  open  for  Adver¬ 
tising  Representatives.  Commission 
available.  Car  an  asset,  but  not  a  must. 
Call  John  at  426-7042. 


STUDENTS 

Each  semester  GCN  takes  on  several 
student  interns  in  the  news,  features, 
and  art  departments.  If  you  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  such  a  position  for  either  the 
month  of  January  or  for  the  spring  se¬ 
mester,  contact  us  now  and  we’ll 
contact  your  school’s  internship  office. 
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Australia  Bans  Gay  Book 


Women  and  Law  Conference 
Geared  Toward  Community 


By  Cindy  Stein 

■  BOSTON  —  On  Saturday, 
April  7,  the  Fourth  Annual 
Boston  Area  Women  And  The 
Law  Conference  was  held  at 
Northeastern  University.  The 
Conference,  which  was  organized 
by  the  various  Women’s  Law  As¬ 
sociations  of  the  area’s  law 
schools,  was  attended  by  approxi¬ 
mately  500  men  and  women,  in¬ 
cluding  a  sizable  representation  of 
persons  not  working  within  the 
legal  profession. 

Workshops  held  throughout  the 
day  focused  on  the  ways  in  which 
women  might  acquire  the  neces¬ 


sary  legal  information  and  skills 
so  as  to  allow  them  to  “take  con¬ 
trol”  (the  conference’s  theme)of 
their  lives.  Persons  knowledgeable 
in  many  aspects  of  the  law,  most 
of  whom  were  local  women  attor¬ 
neys,  legal  workers,  law'  students, 
and  community  activists,  served 
as  workshop  facilitators  and  pan¬ 
elists.  The  small  groups  were 
informational  in  nature  and  dealt 
with  topics  such  as  Wills  and  In¬ 
surance,  Domestic  Violence,  the 
Older  Woman,  Divorce,  Women 
of  Color,  and  Lesbian  Rights. 

The  keynote  addresses  were 
Continued  on  Page  9 


Thorstad  Quits  CLGR  Post 


MELBOURNE,  AUSTRALIA 
—  Young,  Gay  and  Proud,  a 
book  published  by  the  Gay 
Teachers  and  Students  Group,  has 
been  banned  by  the  government’s 
Ministry  for  Education. 

In  a  letter  to  all  school  head¬ 
masters  aimed  at  clarifying  the 
State’s  position  on  books  about 
homosexuality,  Minister  of  Ed¬ 
ucation  Thompson  said,  “Prin¬ 
cipals  should  insure  that  copies  of 
books  seeking  to  foster  homosex¬ 
ual  behavior  aren’t  available  to 
children  within  school  libraries, 
and  such  books,  films  and  other 
audio-visual  material  are  not 
recommended  or  made  available 
to  pupils  by  teachers.” 

There  has  also  been  a  five- 
member  committee  established  to 
review  books  which  parents  deem 
“objectionable.”  Evidently,  some 
50  complaints  have  been  received 
by  the  Minister  about  Young,  Gay 
and  Proud,  which  was  released  in 
1978,  and  which  was  “quietly  re¬ 
ceived  in  Melbourne,”  but  caused 
a  storm  of  controversy  “in  some 
country  areas.”  The  book,  which 
contains  information  about  gay 
sex  and  about  “how  homosexuals 
live  in  society,”  has  become  the 
target  of  several  groups  organized 
to  protest  its  publication  and  dis¬ 
tribution. 

The  Committee  to  Raise  Educa¬ 
tional  Standards  has  circulated  a 
petition  demanding  a  ban  on  the 
book,  and  also  on  two  films  about 
a  young  gay  man  and  a  young  les¬ 
bian.  That  position  also  seeks  to 
have  the  government  “remove  all 
homosexuals  and  other  persons 
who  are  actively  engaged  in  pro¬ 
moting  homosexual  behavior, 
whether  within  schools  or  in  the 
community,  from  teacher  posi¬ 
tions.”  Thompson,  however,  has 
said  that  there  is  a  place  for  dis¬ 


cussion  about  homosexuality 
within  the  school  curriculum. 
Both  major  parties,  the  Liberal 
Party  and  the  Labor  Party,  have 
approved  policies  which  Uecrim- 
inalize  homosexual  acts  between 
consenting  adults  in  private. 

A  representative  of  the  Gay 
Teachers  and  Students  Group, 
Gary  Jaynes,  termed  Thompson’s 
edict  “unnecessary,  pre-emptive, 
and  a  gross  over-reaction.”  He 
claimed  that,  by  this  action, 
Thompson  “has  negated  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  school  autonomy  in  cur¬ 
riculum  planning,  which  senior 
officers  of  his  Department  have 
been  espousing  for  some  time.” 

Jaynes  is  concerned  with  the  im¬ 
plications  of  what  he  termed  a 
“policy  reversal,”  expressing  his 
concern  for  the  future  of  schools 
which  are  conducting  sexuality 
education  programs,  which  he 
said  are  “frequently  vulnerable  to 
pressures  from  fringe  groups 
wishing  to  impose  their  restrictive 
morality  on  everybody.” 

The  book  has  sold  over  5000 
copies  thus  far,  and  according  to 
the  publishers,  has  been  very-well 
received.  “Feedback  from  young 
gays,  who  the  booklet  was  actual¬ 
ly  written  for,  has  been  very  posi¬ 
tive,”  said  Jaynes.  “We  now  have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  it  does 
provide  the  information  and  sup¬ 
port  that  it  was  intended  to.” 

Thus  far,  the  review  committee 
established  by  the  Minister  of 
Education  has  remained  anony¬ 
mous,  and  the  Gay  Teachers  and 
Students  Group  has  demanded 
that  the  names  of  those  serving  on 
the  committee  be  made  public 
immediately,  saying  that  “the 
public  has  a  right  to  know  who  is 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
acting  as  a  school  curriculum 
censor.” 


Jaynes  expressed  regret  that 
most  opponents  of  Young,  Gay 
and  Proud  have  not  even  bothered 
to  read  it,  and  he  said  he  is  con¬ 
cerned  that  “the  campaign  against 
(the  book)  appears  to  have  been 
carefully  orchestrated  in  certain 
country  towns.  We  don’t  know 
who  is  behind  the  campaign,”  he 
said,  “but  we  do  attach  signifi¬ 
cance  to  the  fact  that  identical 
stories  attacking  the  booklet  ap¬ 
peared  in  Geelong  and  Ballarat 
newspapers  (2  towns  central  to  the 
upcoming  state  elections) 
throughout  February.” 


NEW  YORK  —  David  Thor¬ 
stad,  well-known  author  and 
representative  of  the  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  (CLGR), 
has  resigned  from  the  position  of 
spokesperson,  although  he  will 
continue  to  be  involved  in  the 
activities  of  the  Coalition. 

Citing  a  time  conflict  between 
his  activities  on  behalf  of  the 
Coalition  and  his  own  work  and 
his  writing,  Thorstad  said,  “In  the 
coming  months,  these  demands  on 
my  time  will  make  it  impossible 
for  me  to  play  the  kind  of  active 
role  in  the  work  of  the  Coalition 
that  I  have  previously  made  room 
for.” 

Expressing  his  pride  in  the  ac¬ 
complishments  of  CLGR  since  its 
inception  nearly  two  years  ago, 
Thorstad  said  he  thought  there 
had  evolved  between  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  and  among  gay  youth,  a 
commitment  to  working  together 
“in  harmony  and  mutual  re¬ 
spect.”  He  said  that  this  sense  of 
cooperation  “has  evolved  over 
several  years,  and  it  is  a  precious 


David  Thorstad 

achievement.  It  has  been  the  result 
of  a  serious  effort  on  the  part  of 
many  groups  in  our  community 
and  a  recognition  that  we  all  need 
each  other.  We  can  only  build  a 
strong  and  united  movement,”  he 
said,  “by  working  together,  while 
retaining  our  individual  group 
identities.” 

In  an  open  letter  to  CLGR, 


Thorstad  expressed  his  feeling  of 
accomplishment  at  the  growth  of 
the  organization,  and  in  the 
shared  goal  of  building  “a 
militant  movement  that  remained 
accountable  to  our  own  commun¬ 
ity,  not  one  that  would  function  as 
the  cheerleaders  of  any  politi¬ 
cians,  governmental  body,  or  out¬ 
side  force.” 

Thorstad  is  a  communist,  com¬ 
mitted  to  gay  liberation  and  to 
sexual  freedom,  who  describes 
himself  as  being  involved  “in  a 
struggle  against  oppression,  bigot¬ 
ry,  stupidity,  mediocrity,  and 
America’s  antiquated  moral 
code.”  He  has  recently  come  out 
as  a  boy-lover,  and  has  been  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  efforts  of  men  and 
boys  “to  organize  the  kind  of  sup¬ 
port  network  which  is  essential  to 
our  well-being  and  our  defense  of 
our  rights  as  human  beings  and 
members  of  the  gay  community.” 

His  resignation  from  CLGR  is 
effective  immediately,  and  he  has 
been  replaced  in  his  role  as 
spokesperson  by  Andy  Humm. 


IIIIIIMIII  ■  IIIIMIIIM 


The  Silver  Slippers  and  Sneakers 


May  1, 1979 

6:00  pm  -  2:00  am 

Art  Displays  —  Disco 
Dancing  -  Food  -  Drink 
Entertainment 

A  Joint  Benefit  for 

Gay  Legislation 
Gay  Business  Association 


Donation,  Five  Dollars 


100  Door  Prizes 

Cyclorama,  53  Tremont  St.,  Boston 
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celebrates  a  one-year  anniversary 
by  thanking  you 


APRIL 

AFFAIR 


at  the  American  Avents  Inc.,  Boston  Boston 


-FREE  ADMISSION- 


SUNDAY  -  APRIL  22 
10  PM  -  2  AM 


Your  Host:  Ron  Robin 

SPINNING  IS:  WENDY  HUNT 


THE  DISCOTHEQUE 


15  Lansdowne  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  02215  •  617  262-2424   I 


Did  You  See? 


The  following  is  a  column  by 
Charles  McCabe,  who  writes  for 
the  San  Francisco  Chronicle.  It 
appeared  on  April  2,  1979. 


Harvey  Milk,  Mayor  Moseony 


When  George  Moscone  was 
assassinated  I  lost  a  good  personal 
friend.  I  also  admired  his  conduct 
as  a  legislator  and  as  a  mayor.  I 
did  not  know  Harvey  Milk  and 
had  nothing  either  for  or  against 
him. 

At  the  time  of  the  double  kill¬ 
ing,  which  was  obviously  a  big 
national  story,  I  had  nothing 
whatever  to  say  about  it.  Nor  have 
1  since.  Some  people  thought  this 
strange.  I  told  them  the  true  story 
was  so  ugly  and  inflammatory  that 
no  good  purpose  would  be  served 
by  telling  it. 

For  a  number  of  reasons  I  think 
the  story  should  be  told,  or  at  least 
hinted  at,  now.  For  one  thing,  it 


has  been  essentially  told  by  Mike 
Weiss,  a  freelance  writer  living 
here,  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 
For  another,  the  coming  trial  on 
April  23  of  the  accused  killer, 
Dan  White,  is  bound  to  bring  out 
in  bitter  detail  the  motivation  of 
this  hothead. 

The  double  murder  was  inti¬ 
mately  tied  up  with  the  homosex¬ 
ual  invasion  of  this  city  during  the 
past  decade.  I  accept  that  there  are 
between  70,000  and  100,000  adult 
homosexuals  living  here,  and  that 
is  somewhere  between  15  and  25 
percent  of  the  adult  population. 
That’s  a  lot. 

In  the  past  six  years  three  dis¬ 
trict  neighborhoods  south  of  Mar¬ 
ket  have  gone  from  mainly 
straight  to  mainly  gay.  As  the 
homosexuals  have  done  over  old 
Victorians  they  have  not  only 
raised  rents  but  have  brought  their 
own  cultural  values  and  stores  and 
bars  into  these  neighborhoods 
which  were  once  Irish  and 
German  with  some  blacks. 

The  straights  who  are  still  there 
are  the  dead-enders,  the  ones  who 
refused  to  go  to  the  suburbs  when 
the  neighborhoods  started  to  de¬ 
cay.  They  are  daily  watching  their 
neighborhood  being  bought  out 
from  under  them  by  homosexual 
real  estate  operators,  store  keepers 
and  politicians. 

Said  writer  Weiss:  “The  San 
Francisco  imagemongers  —  the 
politicians  and  the  flacks  —  don’t 
talk  out  loud  about  the  seeting 
frustrations  and  angers  aroused 
by  this  confrontation.  But,  out  in 
the  neighborhoods,  everybody 


knows  San  Francisco  has  a  sexual 
integration  crisis.” 

To  prevent  the  takeover  of  Vi- 
sitacion  Valley  the  people  there 
elected  Dan  White.  He  didn’t 
have  to  use  the  word  perversion  in 
his  campaign  literature,  which  he 
did,  to  both  get  and  give  the 
message:  Keep  the  homosexuals 
out. 

White  had  all  the  old-fashioned 
prejudices  and  bigotries.  He  hated 
blacks  and  “queers”  and  made  no 
secret  of  it.  A  friend  of  his  told  me 
that  when  he  was  a  high  school 
baseball  player  he  made  it  a  point 
to  seek  out  every  black  boy  who 
made  the  squad.  Then  he  made 
a  point  of  beating  him  up. 

When  his  internal  pressures 
built  to  an  unbearable  point  — 


Dan  White 


that  is,  when  he  learned  that  Mos¬ 
cone  wasn’t  going  to  reappoint 
him  as  supervisor  —  this  meant 
only  one  thing  to  White.  He  was 
double-crossed. 

White’s  ruling  obsessions  took 
over.  The  man  who  double- 
crossed  him  had  offended  his 
manhood.  Moreover  the  mayor 
was  the  most  powerful  friend  the 
homosexuals  had  in  this  city. 
Moscone  was  assassinated.  Down 
the  hall  was  Harvey  Milk,  the  guy 
who  was  leading  a  movement  to 
destroy  the  city  he  had  grown  up 
in.  Milk  was  assassinated. 

As  Weiss  pointed  out,  “San 
Francisco  will  be  on  trial  along 

Princeton  Violence 

PRINCETON,  NJ  —  Acts  of 
aggression  against  gay  men 

and  lesbians  have  become  increas¬ 
ingly  open  at  Princeton  University 
during  the  past  two  months.  The 
first  such  incident  to  reach  public 
attention  here  occurred  at  the 
Pub,  a  campus  drinking  place,  on 
Feb.  28.  Subsequently,  gay  in¬ 
dividuals  whose  names  appeared 
in  the  Princetonian,  a  ■  campus 
daily,  have  received  phone  calls 
involving  vicious  pranks,  obscen¬ 
ities,  and  violent  threats.  Anti-gay 
harassment  has  been  openly  and 
publicly  endorsed  and  rationalized 
in  a  letter  to  the  editors  of  the 
Princetonian  on  March  22.  Three 
students  are  running  for  Univer¬ 
sity  offices  on  a  platform  that  calls 
for  discontinuing  the  Gay  Alliance 
of  Princeton. 

To  date,  there  has  been  no  spec- 


with  Dan  White.”  White’s  attor¬ 
ney  has  already  said  that  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  his  defense  will  be 
on  the  political  tensions  of  the 
Mission  and  especially  of  Visita- 
cion  Valley. 

There  is  no  longer  any  point  in 
ignoring  this  unpleasant  set  of 
truths.  The  homosexual  invasion, 
and  I  use  the  word  again  and  ad¬ 
visedly,  for  that  is  how  thousands 
of  people  see  it,  should  no  longer 
be  kicked  under  the  rug.  It  is  a 
severe  municipal  problem;  and  we 
have  not  heard  the  end  of  it  yet, 
by  a  long  chalk.  To  a  disturbing 
number  of  people  around  here, 
Dan  White  is  a  hero. 

Continues 

ific  response  by  the  University  ad¬ 
ministration  to  this  growing  prob¬ 
lem.  Gay  men  and  lesbians  from 
the  Gay  Alliance  of  Princeton,  a 
campus  group,  have  met  re 
peatedly  with  Princeton  deans, 
but  have  found  the  deans’  re¬ 
sponse  inadequate.  On  April  11, 
in  a  letter  to  William  G.  Bowen, 
President  of  the  University,  the 
Alliance  charges  the  Office  of  the 
Dean  of  Student  Affairs  with  hav¬ 
ing  “wavered,  fumbled,  and  tried 
to  pass  the  buck,”  and  concludes 
that  “we  can  no  longer  trust  the 
deans  to  act  in  good  faith.”  The 
letter  further  notes  that,  despite 
private  “tokens  of  sympathy,  .  .  . 
not  a  single  group  or  official  at 
this  University  has  taken  an 
unequivocal  public  stand  against 
such  harassment,”  and  the  letter 
calls  on  campus  rights  groups  for 
support. 
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HARPER’S  PHARMACY 
ANTIQUES  &  COLLECTIBLES 

SALE 

Now  thru  April  22 
314A  Shawmut  Avenue,  Boston 
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Xanadu  Graphics 

is  alive  and  well.... 

at  143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 

We  wont  to  emphasize  that  the  closing  of  Xonodu  Printing  Corporation 
ond  Xonodu  Books  has  not  affected  the  "parent"  company,  Xonodu 
Graphics,  Inc.  In  fact,  we  ore  in  the  midst  of  expanding  our  facilities  to 
give  you  better  service. 
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LITTLE  FLAGS  THEATRE 
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Friday  &  Saturday 
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Admission  $2.00 
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for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phonos-HiFi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V  s  &  Stereo — at  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa¬ 
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Continued  from  Page  1 
therefore  ubject  to  the  wishes  of 
his  parents  concerning  something 
like  this.  Dollinger  felt  that,  if  the 
case  made  it  to  thecourts,  there 
was  a  precedent  concerning  the 
rights  of  minors  which  was  set  by 
the  Supreme  Court  when  it  ruled 
that  a-“minor  child”  did  have  the 
right  to  an  abortion  without 
parental  consent. 

In  the  meantime,  while  Gilbert 
is  trying  to  sort  out  his  feelings 
about  all  this  in  the  context  of 
legal  action  and  the  possible  con¬ 
sequences  of  such  action  in  regard 
to  his  relationship  with  his  family, 
he  has  something  else  to  think 
about. 

Homophobic  sign*  are  appear¬ 
ing  in  the  halls  of  Cumberland 
High.  ‘Fag  jokes”  a  e  rampant  in 
the  school  ‘‘I’ve  been  threat¬ 
ened,”  Gilbert  told  GCA’.  “We 
don’t  have  a  phone  a'  home,  so  all 
the  threats  have  been  made  to  my 
face,  but  it’s  definitely  worth 
doing  it.  The  principal,  the  vice¬ 
principal,  and  the  assistant  vice¬ 
principal  have  all  been  following 
me  around  in  school  because  I’ve 
had  all  these  threats.  They  hope 
they  can  keep  something  from 
happening  to  me,  I  guess.”  Asked 
by  GCV  whether  he  and  Miske- 
vich  intended  to  attend  the  prom 
regardless  of  whatever  decision 
the  School  Committee  made,  Gil¬ 
bert  said.  “I’m  not  sure.  He  [Mis- 
kevich]  still  wants  to  go,  but  if  we 
do  go.  I’m  sure  there  will  be  quite 
a  lot  of  violence”  directed  against 
them.  The  date  of  the  prom  is 
May  4,  and  a  lot  can  happen  be¬ 
tween  now  and  then. 

Both  Miskevich  and  Gilbert 
were  aware  that  their  attendance 
together  would  create  quite  a  stir, 
but  neither  was  prepared  for  the 
“circus  atmosphere”  which  has 
been  created  by  all  the  publicity 
w'hich  has  ensued.  Miskevich,  a 
former  president  of  the  Brown- 
RISD  (Rhode  Island  School  of 
Design)  Gay  Students  Association 
in  Providence,  and  an  organizer 
of  Providence  Gay  Youth,  told 
GCN,  “In  a  certain  way,  I’d  like 

Women  and  Law 

Continued  from  Page  6 
given  by  Florence  Lusconib,  a  92- 
vear-old  woman’s  rights  activists 
and  suffragette  who  received  a 
degree  in  Architecture  from  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology  in  1909,  and  Nancy  Gert- 
ner,  a  well-known  local  civil  rights 
atorney  and  former  defense  coun¬ 
sel  for  Susan  Saxe. 

Luscomb’s  remarks  gave  the 
Conference’s  participants  an  his¬ 
torical  perspective  on  the  history 
of  women  and  the  law.  She  began 
by  reminding  the  audience  that  it 
was  only  just  about  100  years  ago 
that  women  were  considered  non¬ 
persons  under  the  law.  The  mar¬ 
ried  woman  owned  no  property 
apart  from  her  husband;  the  hus¬ 
band  had  the  legal  right  to  beat  his 
wife;  he  had  control  over  the 
children  and  could  take  them 
away  from  her  as  he  saw  fit. 
Luscomb  then  described  the 
events  which  led  up  to  the  first 
conference  on  women’s  rights  in 
Seneca  Falls,  New  York,  in  1848. 
She  recalled  as  a  five  year  old 
child  being  taken  by  her  mother  in 
1892  to  a  Convention  of  the 
National  Women’s  Suffrage 
Association  at  which  Susan  B. 
Anthony,  probably  the  most  well- 
known  leader  of  the  suffragett 
movement,  spoke  to  the  delegates 
present.  Finally,  Luscomb  re¬ 
counted  the  story  behind  the 
Massachusetts  legislature’s 

ratification  of  the  constitutional 
amendment  that  gave  women  the 
vote  in  1920.  One  state  representa¬ 
tive,  unsure  of  how  to  vote  and  re¬ 
ceiving  no  clear  signals  from  his 
constituency,  made  a  deal  with  a 
constituent  of  his  who  was  urging 
him  to  vote  yes.  “If  the  baby  your 


to  see  something  go  ahead  with 
this,  but  we’d  really  hate  to  see 
anything  happen  with  his  [Gil¬ 
bert’s]  family.”  He  said  that  the 
media  in  Rhode  Island  has  created 
a  “cavalier  attitude”  toward  this 
affair  which  has  extended  all  the 
way  to  the  State  House,  where  he 
cited  one  legislator  as  asking, 
“Who  is  going  to  lead  in  the  slow 
dances?” 

“The  media  has  gotten  this  all 
out  of  proportion,”  Miskevich 
toid  GC.V.  “They’ve  gone  around 
asking  all  the  other  kids  w  hat’ they 
think  of  all  this,  and  it’s  gotten 
Paul’s  parents  very  upset.” 

Miskevich  and  Gilbert  met 
some  time  ago  during  the  early 
days  of  the  gay  youth  group  in 
Providence.  Because  they  are 
friends,  they  feel,  and  because 
they  want  to  attend  the  school 
affair  together,  the  media  has 
attempted  to  portray  them  as 
lovers,  which  is  definitely  not  the 
case.  They  have  participated  in 
this  action  in  order  to  make  a 
statement,  and  they  feel  that  the 
“straight  press”  is  making  a 
mockery  of  it  by  sensationalizing 
the  aspect  of  the  two  men  wanting 
to  attend  a  high  school  dance  to¬ 
gether. 

The  legal  implications,  and  at¬ 
tendant  legal  action,  if  there  is  to 
be  any,  have  yet  to  be  decided. 
The  decision  now  rests  with  Paul 
Gilbert,  who  is  treading  carefully 
at  this  point.  If  he  decides  to 
pursue  the  matter,  people  are 
willing  to  support  him,  at  least 
people  in  certain  quarters.  Noice 
said  that  if -it  turns  out  that 
Gibert’s  parents  do,  in  fact,  throw 
him  out  of  the  house,  the  Rhode 
Island  Gay  Task  Force  will  see  to 
it  that  “he  doesn’t  wind  up  on  the 
street.  We'll  take  care  of  him  as 
well  as  we  can,”  said  Noice. 

In  the  meantime,  the  threats 
continue,  and  the  possibility  of 
violence  is  very  real  to  Paul 
Gilbert,  but,  as  Noice  said,  “Gay 
students  have  the  same  rights  as 
everyone  else  does.  W’hy  should  a 
gay  student  be  forced  to  take  a 
date  he  doesn’t  want  to  take?” 


wife  is  expecting  is  a  girl,”  he  said, 
“I  will  vote  “yes."  If  it  is  a  boy,  1 
will  vote  ‘no’.”  The  baby  was 
born  a  girl  and  the  amendment 
was  ratified  in  Massachusetts  by 
one  vote. 

In  the  second  keynote  address, 
Attorney  Gertner  spoke  of  the 
way  in  which  feminist  and  activist 
lawyers,  forced  to  use  profession¬ 
al  “legalese”  in  the  courtroom, 
are  prevented  from  venting  their 
anger  at  the  system’s  inequities. 
“If  you  want  to  say  ‘this  attorney 
is  a  turkey’,  you  must  instead  say 
‘your  honor,  counsel’s  argument 
is  specious’.”  Gertner  expressed 
her  relief  at  the  opportunity  to 
address  an  audience  to  which  she 
could  vent  her  rage,  her  anger  was 
directed  at  the  failure  and  resis¬ 
tance  on  the  part  of  the  various 
legal  institutions  in  the  country  to 
understand  and  correct  the 
oppressions  which  women  must 
endure  in  the  society.  She  express¬ 
ly  mentioned  the  failure  of  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  to 
become  ratified  and  the  resistance 
of  the  United  State  Supreme 
Court  to  claims  of  sex  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  to  the  right  of  a  woman 
to  choose  abortion. 

Gertner’s  appeal  was  to  urge 
unity  and  “bridge  building” 
among  the  many  factions  of  indi¬ 
viduals  who  seek  societal  change. 
“It  is  too  late  for  us  to  hide  within 
our  status,  within  our  races,  sex, 
professions,  sexual  preferences. 
We  must  understand  the  objec¬ 
tions”  of  those  who  oppose  us. 
“Our  role,”  she  said,  “is  to  com¬ 
municate,  persuade,  cajole.  If  I 
didn’t  believe  you  couldn’t  turn  it 
around,  I  would  stop.” 


Bv  Harold  Pickett 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The 
city’s  third_“Bigot  of  the  Month” 
demonstration  was  held  on  March 
31  in  dishonor  of  Aileen  B.  Ryan, 
Bronx  City  Councilmember-at- 
Large,  “because  of  her  dominant 
role  in  depriving  lesbians  and  gay 
men  of  their  civil  rights  for  the 
past  seven  years.  Aileen  B.  Ryan 
has  abused  her  power  as  chair¬ 
woman  of  the  General  Welfare 
Committee  of  the  New  York  City 
Council  to  block  the  passage  of 
Gay  Rights  legislation.” 

The  demonstration  was  held  at 
2p.m. outside  of  Ryan’s  Parkche'-t- 
er  residence  in  the  Bronx  at  205; 
St.  Raymond’s  Avenue,  her  only 
district  office.  The  demonstration 
w'as  sponsored  by  Lesbian  Femin¬ 
ist  Liberation  (LFL)  in  cooper;, 
lion  w  ith  the  Coalition  for  1  esbian 
and  Gay  Rights. 

Betty  Santoro,  a  spokesperson 
for  LFL,  said,  “We  haw  singled 
out  Ryan  for  the  ‘bigot  of* the 


York,  New  York 


Month’  award  for  her  key  role  in 
depriving  New  York’s  lesbians 
and  gay  men  of  their  civil  rights.  It 
is  time  to  alert  Ryan’s  neighbors 
and  constituents  that  there  is  a 
bigot  in  their  midst.  Lesbian  and 
gay  residents  should  be  especially 
aware  of  her  foul  record  on  this  is¬ 
sue.” 

Close  to  100  neopie  attended 
the  hour-long  demonstration.  As 
with  previous  demonstrations,  a 
large  number  of  teenagers  stood 
by  as  on-lookers,  but  according  to 
activists  they  were  “polite”  and 
the  action  was  “peaceful.” 

After  the  demonstration,  activ¬ 
ists  handed  out  leafiets  at  two 
large  nearbv  shopping  centers, 
charging  that  Ryan’s  aevs  "are  not 
in  the  public  interest.  The  leaf¬ 
lets  exposed  items  of  interest  to 
the  general  community  that  Ryan 
“voted  to  hike  rents  by  passing 
along  fuel  costs  to  tenants,  repeat¬ 
edly  voted  against  measures  to 
reform  New  York’  it>  Council; 


voted  to  increase  councilmember 
lulus  (expense  money  for  whic 
councilmembers  are  not  accoun. 
able);  voted  to  increase  counci 
members’  salary,  claiming  no  or 
can  live  on  $20,000  a  year  any 
more.” 

Eleanor  Cooper,  an  LF 
spokesperson.  said  tha 
“leafletnng  is  netting  informatio 
to  the  public  who  realize  it’s  beiji 
given  out  by  lesbians  and  g; 
men.  We’re  dealing  with  the  gras 
roots,  on  a  person-to-person  has 
is.  It’:  botl  a  political  and  an  edi. 
cationai  action  ’ 

Additional  ‘Bigot  o'  th 
Month”  demonstrations  ar 
planned  by  the  Coalition  for  Le< 
bian  and  fay  Rights  in  co-opera 
tion  with  its  member  groups.  In 
put  and  increased  participatioi 
are  urged  by  the  coalition  to  mak 
these  actions  as  effective  as  pos¬ 
sible 
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Objectivity  vs.  Intuition 


By  Tommi  Avicolli 

Author  and  poet  Susan  Griffin, 
in  her  recent  book,  Homan  and 
Nature ,  provides  a  stark  explora¬ 
tion  of  the  relationship  between 
patriarchy's  mistreatment  of  the 
environment  and  its  dehumaniza¬ 
tion  of  women.  Griffin  asserts 
that  since  nature  has  always  been 
identified  by  men  as  being  femi¬ 
nine,  or  like  women,  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  our  environment  is  another 
manifestation  of  our  contempt  for 
women. 

Written  in  a  poetic  style,  the 
book  draws  a  distinction  between 
the  so-called  objective  scientific 
truth  of  men’s  logic  and  the  intui¬ 
tive  emotional  reasoning  women 
have  been  allowed.  That  many 
men  have  used  intuition  as  a 
means  of  discovering  scientific 
“truths”  is  often  not  discussed; 
rather,  intuition  is  discredited  as 
being  the  practice  of  primitives, 
mystics,  and  the  uneducated.  It  is 
with  this  in  mind  that  Griffin 
tackles  her  theme  in  an  intuitive 
sense,  digging  for  truth  with  the 
psychic  rather  than  the  experi¬ 
mental  method,  exploring  the  way 
poets  have  traditionally  explored. 

Susan  Griffin  is  currently  work¬ 
ing  on  a  new  book  about  por¬ 
nography. 

TA:  One  of  the  major  questions  I 
found  you  were  raising  in 
your  book,  Woman  and 
Nature,  is  the  so-called  ob¬ 
jectivity  of  men  versus  the  in¬ 
tuition  of  women.  Are  you 
convinced  that  men  are  ob¬ 
jective  by  nature  and  women 
intuitive? 

SG;  No,  not  at  all.  1  don’t  think 
men  are  objective  at  all.  I 
think  they’re  completely  sub¬ 
jective.  Particularly,  if  you 
look  at  the  history  of  modern 
science,  you  find  that  a  lot  of 
prejudices  and  very  subjec¬ 
tive  views  and  hatreds  have 
been  rationalized  in  terms  of 
supposedly  objective  knowl¬ 
edge,  for  instance,  racism.  A 
lot  of  scientific  data  has  been 
proposed  by  white  males 
about  the  supposed  inferior¬ 
ity  of  black  people.  So  what 
I’m  saying  about  objectivity 
is  that  it’s  a  pose.  Objective 
knowledge,  scientific  knowl¬ 
edge,  is  used  to  oppress 
people. 

TA:  What  about  intuition? 

SG:  I  think  everybody  has  intui¬ 
tion.  Intuition  is  a  very  large 
and  ill-defined  word  meant 
to  cover  all  kinds  of  very  spe¬ 
cific  ways  of  knowing  that 
this  culture  does  not  honor, 
or  develop.  It  covers  psychic 
knowledge,  emotional  knowl¬ 
edge,  and  an  understanding 
of  what  people  show  through 
their  bodies,  the  kind  of 
knowledge  a  body  does  have 
which  you  would  call  an 
“animal”  knowledge.  This 
(animal  knowledge)  hasn’t 
been  verbalized  yet.  Whole 
societies  have  survived  on  the 
basis  of  this  knowledge.  It’s 
always  said  that  we  couldn’t 
survive  without  the  scientific 
knowledge.  (But)  for  in¬ 
stance,  whole  Indian  tribes  in 
South  Africa  have  discovered 
antidotes  for  various  illnesses 
which  drug  companies  in  this 
country  have  gone  down 
there  to  (secure).  The  Indians 
have  found  these  drugs  .  .  . 
through  what  we  would  call 
intuition,  which  isn’t  any¬ 
thing  (other  than)  a  kind  of 
psychic  knowledge  of  plants 
and  animals. 
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TA;  Is  it  possible  that  scientific 
objectivity  and  this  intuition 
you  describe  could  have  the 
same  source,  or  be  caused  by 
the  same  phenomena? 

SG:  You  can’t  just  say  they’re  the 
same  thing  because  they  have 
culturally  defined  defini¬ 
tions.  What  you  can  say  — 
and  I  know  what  you’re  get¬ 
ting  at  —  is  that  what  the  sci¬ 
entists  call  objectivity  ...  is 
not  all  that  objective.  A  lot 
of  scientists  have  written 
about  this.  Einstein  felt  this. 
The  biographer  of  Newton 
said  that  he  (Newton)  was  an 
intuitive  thinker  .  .  .  that  he 
knew  the  truth  he  was  going 
to  find  before  he  looked  at 
any  data.  Newton  says,  in  his 
own  notes,  that  he  had  a 
hunch  that  something  was 
true  and  he  would  go  (and  do 
various)  experiments  .  .  .  and 
discover  that  it  was  true.  1 
think  it  was  the  man  who  dis¬ 
covered  the  molecular  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  benzene  ring 
(who)  dreamt  that  structure 
and  then  discovered  it  (to  be 
true). 

TA:  Why  did  you  choose  to  write 
your  book  in  a  poetic  style, 
rather  than,  say,  as  a  series  of 

essays? 

SG:  (The  poetic  style)  allowed  me 
to  use  intuitive  knowledge.  If 
you  look  at  my  book,  you 
would  think  I  had  to  do  20 
years  of  research  to  write  that 
book.  But  I  didn’t,  because  I 
used  (intuitive)  knowledge. 
I’m  not  saying  that  we  should 
replace  all  other  knowledge 

.  with  this  kind  of  knowledge, 
(but  intuitive  knowledge) 
needs  to  be  respected,  equal¬ 
ly.  Science  .  .  .  and  the  whole 
patriarchal  civilization  is 
looked  at  through  its  own 
way  of  seeing.  If  you  look  at 
it  that  way,  you  can’t  see  cer¬ 
tain  things.  It’s  constructed 
so  that  it  hides  certain  truths. 
If  you  look  at  it  from  the 
underside,  with  a  different 
way  of  seeing,  you  see  all 
kinds  of  things  and  that  that 
mind  cannot  see  about  itself. 
What  I’m  really  studying  in 
Woman  and  Nature  is  the 
cultural  mind  of  patriachy.  If 
I  were  to  look  at  it  in  the  way 
that  patriarchy  thinks,  I 
wouldn’t  see  it.  1  would  see 
what  it  wants  to  show. 

TA:  Did  you  ever  consider  that 
using  this  approach  might 
make  the  ideas  in  vour  book 
inaccessible  to  some  peo¬ 
ple  —  that  they  wouldn’t  be 
able  to  understand  them  as 
easily  as  if  they  were  written 
in  essay  form? 

SG:  1  think  there  is  a  great  re¬ 
sistance  to  poetry  that  people 
have.  My  poetry  is  very 
simple.  It’s  not  a  difficult 
form  —  it’s  very  easy  to 
understand.  It  doesn’t 
require  any  sophisticated 
knowledge  of  poetic  form, 
it’s  not  like  the  poetry  of 
T.S.  Elliot,  which  tends  to  be 
difficult  and  obscure.  So  if 
someone  couldn’t  under- 
-stand  it,  it’s  really  an  emo¬ 
tional  resistance  (not  an  intel¬ 
lectual  one).  And  it’s  also  the 
training  that  we  receive  as 
children  ...  to  feel  that  we 
must  analytically  understand 
something  to  understand  it. 
Of  course,  one  can  analyti¬ 
cally  understand  poetic 
knowledge,  but  that’s  not  the 
opening,  that’s  not  the  way 
to  go  into  it.  I,  on  the  other 
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hand,  do  hope  that  there  are 
analytic  books  written  on  the 
subject  (I  have  raised  in  the- 
book),  because  it’s  a  very  im¬ 
portant  one  and  (especially) 
for  people  who  can’t  enter 
into  poetic  knowledge  at  this 
moment.  Also  .  .  .  because 
poetic  knowledge  is  not 
valued. (a  person)  could  read 
my  book  and  say,  oh,  it 
makes  very  beautiful  poetry, 
but  not  take  it  seriously.  1 
would  like  the  knowledge 
that  comes  out  of  that  book 
to  be  taken  very  seriously. 

TA:  What  did  writing  Woman 
and  Nature  do  to  your  way  of 
thinking?  Did  it  have  any 
profound  effects  on  you? 

SG:  What  writing  the  book  did  to 
me  was  to  make  me  a  mystic. 

I  was  an  atheist.  I  realized 
that  atheism  comes  .  .  .  out 
of  the  patriarchal  (and  Chris¬ 
tian)  traditions.  What  it  does 


is  it  makes  you  not  experi¬ 
ence  the  spirit  in  another 
being,  and  in  nature.  So  it 
creates  a  world  that  is  dead. 
Which  is  what  the  Christian 
tradition  is  saying.  The 
Christian  tradition  is  matter- 
hating.  And  so  is  the  old 
Hebrew  religion.  So  that  you 
separate  —  the  spiritual  is  up 
there  in  heaven  and  has  very 
little  to  do  with  the  actual 
earth  so  that  one  does  not 
have  transcendent  religious 
experiences  with  one’s  own 
body,  (or  with)  the  earth.  So 
that  you  don’t  have  a  rev¬ 
erence  for  the  earth  or  for 
another  being,  or  for  another 
person’s  physical  body.  And 
it  allows  you  to  transgress, 
therefore,  in  all  kinds  of 
ways.  I  think  that  many 
people  have  this  feeling  that 
there’s  more  to  life  than  just 
matter.  When  we  talk  about 


transcendence,  we’re  talking 
about  feeling  a  unity  with 
other  beings.  So  that  you 
begin  to  say.  I’m  not  living 
just  to  eat,  drink  and  be  com¬ 
fortable.  There’s  a  different 
kind  of  pleasure  in  existence. 
What  is  that?  Well,  people 
have  tried  to  express  it  in 
terms  of  art,  poetry,  ritual. 
The  knowledge  of  another 
dimension  of  our  nature  is 
sadly  lacking,  is  really  bank¬ 
rupt  in  this  culture. 


"TA:  Your  next  book  is  on  por¬ 
nography.  How  do  you  feel 
about  the  argument  that 
porno  is  harmless? 

SG:  It’s  a  completely  idiotic  point 
of  view.  There  is  no  other 
form  of  culture  which  is  said 
(not  to  have)  an  effect  on  be¬ 
havior.  Our  vocabulary,  our 
language,  everything  thar  we 
experience  has  an  effect  on 
behavior.  How  can  por¬ 
nography  be  harmless?  It’s 
like  that  old  thing  that  chil¬ 


dren  say,  which  isn’t  true  — 
“sticks  and  stones  may  break 
my  bones,  but  words  will 
never  hurt  me.”  It’s  not  true. 
People  become  schizophrenic 
because  (of  words). 

TA:  On  the  theoretical  side,  is  it 
possible  to  imagine  what  hu¬ 
man  societies  would  be  like 
today  if  the  ancient  matri¬ 
archies  had  survived  into  the 
present? 

SG:  I  just  don’t  know.  I  have  a 
poetic  vibration  (and  under¬ 
standing  of  them).  What 
(these  vibrations)  say  to  me  is 
that  this  is  a  culture  which 
was  not  alienated  the  way  we 
are,  both  from  a  woman’s 
body  —  which  is  where  we’re 
all  born  from  —  (and  from) 
the  earth.  Sure,  there  were 
things  wrong  with  it .  .  .  but  I 
do  think  there’s  a  kind  of 
wholeness  in  that  way  of 
being  where  you  don’t  hate 


your  origins,  (or)  matter. 
(It’s  a)  wholeness  we’re  all 
trying  to  get  back  to. 

TA:  Can  women  change  the 
patriarchy  through  separa¬ 
tism,  or  does  the  struggle 
have  to  be  from  within? 

SG:  1  think  both  things  are  neces¬ 
sary.  The  separation  that’s 
taken  place  has  allowed 
women  to  build  a  separate 
culture  and,  in  a  way,  it’s  like 
the  use  of  poetic  knowledge 
in  my  book.  It  allows  us  to 
change  inside  of  ourselves  ... 
create  a  safe  atmosphere, 
separate  from  patriarchy.  I 
haven’t  been  an  absolute 
separatist,  but  I  spent  10 
years  of  being  mostly  with 
women,  and  it  transformed 
me  incredibly.  It  allowed  me 
to  see  things  I  couldn’t  see 
before.  So,  in  that  sense,  it’s 
been  very,  very  important, 
and  very  healing.  This  place 


Talking  With  Edmund  White 


By  Tommi  A  vicolli 

The  issue  of  drag  is  often  a  heated  one  in  the  gay  community. 
Opinions  on  the  various  forms  of  cross-dressing  cover  the  whole  spectrum 
-from  total  disapproval  (on  many  grounds,  the  more  popular  being  that  it 
reinforces  traditional  feminine  roles)  to  adamant  approval  (“all  clothing 
is  drag,”  the  supporters  yell).  Even  now,  ten  years  after  Stonewall,  there 
has  been  no  consensus  of  opinion  in  our  diverse  movement.  Some  groups 
try  to  pretend  drags  don’t  exist,  and  when  questioned  about  it  by  straight 
audiences,  write  it  off  with  the  standard  “most  transvestites  are  hetero¬ 
sexual”  routine.  Other  groups  flaunt  drag  as  revolutionary. 

Edmund  White,  noted  novelist  and  co-author  of  the  Joy  of  Gay  Sex, 
was  in  Philadelphia  recently  to  debate  the  issue  of  drag  after  a  showing  of 
the  film.  Outrageous.  The  program  was  part  of  the  Gay  Cultural  Festival, 
being  held  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  featuring  a  three-month 
potpourri  of  gay  musicians,  poets,  films  and  discussions. 

In  addition  to  writing  Forgetting  Elena  (New  Directions)  and 
Nocturnes  for  the  King  of  Naples  (St.  Martin’s  Press),  White  is  also  a 
writing  instructor  at  John  Hopkins  University  in  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

I  spoke  with  White  just  prior  to  his  appearance  at  the  Festival. 

TA:  Was  there  a  particular  point  you  wanted  to  make  in  co-authoring 
The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex  ! 

EW:  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex ,  unlike  the  regular  Joy  of  Sex,  [devotes]  maybe 
30%  of  the  material  to  attitudes  towards  sex,  towards  the  gay  life¬ 
style,  and  sexual  dysfunction.  Whereas  the  original  Joy  of  Sex  is 
primarily  devoted  to  kinky  things  to  do  in  bed,  the  Joy  of  Gay  Sex 
really  does  take  up  a  lot  of  issues  of  gay  life  in  general.  Though  we 
hope  it  will  improve  people’s  sex  lives,  it  also  deals  directly  with  all 
the  problems  people  have  that  are  generated  by  guilt.  Maybe  people 
living  in  big  cities  or  sophisticated  people  think  this  has  all  been 
adequately  covered  [before],  but  one  of  the  things  I’ve  learned 
•  traveling  around  America  is  how  many  people  have  relied  on  the/py 
of  Gay  Sex  as  their  primary  source  of  information,  about  not  only 
sexual  positions  and  activities,  but  about  things  like  V.D.,  sexual 
dysfunction,  coming  out  with  the  family,  and  dealing  with  feelings 
of  guilt  related  to  religion.  My  feeling  is  that  it  has  been  widely 
distributed  [so  that]  people  in  Memphis  [or]  in  little  towns  in  the 
Northwest  can  buy  it. 

TA:  Has  there  been  a  lot  of  controversy  generated  by  this  book? 

EW:  It’s  odd  —  we  anticipated  that  there  would-be  some  law  suits  .  .  . 
but  in  fact,  we  haven’t  had  any  problems  at  all.  It  was  banned  from 
Canada,  and  has  not  yet  been  published  in  England  (because  of  the 
blasphemy  charges  against'  London’s  Gay -News).  It  hasn’t  been 
published  anywhere  in  Europe  largely  because  publishers  in  France, 
Spain  and  Italy  have  said,  we  don’t  really  have  gay  people.  There’s 
no  market  for  such  a  thing. 

TA:  Your  latest  effort  is  to  be  a  book  called  Travels  in  Gay  America  —  is 
this  to  be  something  like  Steinbeck’s  Travels  With  Charlie'! 

EW:  I’ve  never  read  Travels  With  Charlie,  I  have  no  idea  whether  it’s 
[similar]  or  not.  It’s  not  a  bar  guide;  it  doesn’t  list  names  of  hotels, 
and  bars  and  such.  It’s  a  study  of  the  way  gay  men  live  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  For  instance  .  .  .  there’s  a  chapter  about  the 
Mormons  in  Utah  [in  which]  I  take  up  the  whole  question  of  the 
Church’s  attitude  towards  homosexuals  and  how  they  are  dealing 
with  these  attitudes. 

TA:  Has  the  Mormon  Church’s  attitude  changed  much  in  the  last  few 
years  —  are  they  still  as  antigay  as  they  were? 

EW:  They’re  as  negative  as  ever.  It’s  a  highly  conscious  attitude.  Some 
churches  haven’t  dwelled  that  long  on  the  problem  of 
homosexuality,  but  [the  Mormons]  have  though  about  it  a  lot  and- 
they  have  a  very  definite  program  for  “curing”  homosexuals.  If  a 
homosexual  refuses  to  seek  therapy  of  some  sort,  he  is  excom¬ 
municated. 

TA:  Which  might  be  fortunate  for  him. 

EW:  We  say  that  because  we’re  not  Mormons.  The  Mormon  faith  is 
probably  the  most  engrossing  of  all  the  religions,  in  the  sense  that 
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you  grow  up  in  an  atmosphere  dominated  by  the  church.  Every  day 
of  the  week  is  devoted  to  church  activity.  Almost  all  young  Mormon 
men  work  as  missionaries,  at  their  own  expense.  1  gather,  from 
people  who  believe  in  it,  that  it’s  an  absolutely  enthralling  religion 
that  occupies  every  moment  of  your  time.  There  are  many  gays  who 
believe  in  it.  All  their  friends,  neighbors,  and  relatives  are 
Mormons.  To  be  suddenly  excommunicated  from  your  whole  world 
because  of  your  sexual  preference  is  a  terrible  tragedy. 

TA:  Has  there  been  any  attempt  by  gays  within  the  Mormon  church  to 
organize  in  any  way? 

EW:  Yes.  There  are  gay  student  groups  —  all  of  which  are  anonymous  of 
course  and  underground —  at  Brigham  Young  University.  There  is 
an  excellent  pamphlet  called  “Prologue”  —  published  anonymously 
by  a  Brigham  Young  undergraduate  —  which  is  one  of  the  best 
documents  put  out  by  a  gay  liberationist  that  I’ve  ever  read.  It 
reviews  all  of  the  church’s  attitudes,  and  it  reviews  all  of  the  major 
psychiatric  theories  about  the  origins  (and  “cures”)  of  homosex- 
ualityanddiscusses[all  of  this]  in  a  most  rational  light.  It’s  a  real  plea 
to  the  fathers  of  the  church  to  rethink  their  position  on  homo¬ 
sexuality.  Of  course,  the  church  is  open  to  change  —  just  this  last 
summer  they  had  a  new  revelation  fromGod  about  blacks.  It’s  con¬ 
ceivable  that  they  might  ameliorate  their  attitudes  towards  homo¬ 
sexuality. 

TA:  Do  you  feel  that  there’s  a  gay  sensibility  in  writing,  such  that  even 
when  gays  are  writing  about  non-gays,  there’s  a  certain  homosexual 
sensibility  that  shows  through? 

EW:  This  subject  is  discussed  a  lot,  isn’t  it?  Yes,  I  do  think  there  is  in  the 
sense  that  gay  writers  tend  to  have  more  elaborate  sensibility  than 
straight  people.  For  instance,  I  think  that  writing  which  is  higly 
decorative  [is  indicative  of  a  gay  sensibility].  When  .  .  .  things  that 
are  seen  out  of  the  corner  of  the  eye,  are  seen  and  reported,  often¬ 
times  [it’s  in]  gay  writing.  There’s  an  interest  in  the  theatrical  aspect 
of  role-playing.  I  think  this  comes  partly  from  the  fact  that  gays 
have  had  to  lead  a  double  life  and  are  very  expert  at  observing 
nuances  of  behavior.  This  is  also  true  of  women  writers.  The  gay 
sensibility  is  really  no  different  from  the  sensibility  of,  say,  Jane 
Austen.  I  don’t  think  it’s  inherent  to  being  gay;  it’s  inherent  to  being 
a  spy  in  the  establishment.  Because  many  of  us  pass  as  straight  —  or 
did  pass  when  we  wanted  to  —  we  are  constantly  interacting  with  the 
enemy.  We’re  very  much  aware  that  [for  instance]  when  we  go  to 
apply  for  an  apartment,  we  may  have  to  appear  straight.  Or  when 
we  apply  for  a  job,  or  deal  with  a  relative.  This  ability  to  assume  and 
discard  masks  trains  the  sensibility  to  become  very  aware  of  the 
theatrical  aspect  of  life.  But  I  do  hope  that  there  are  younger  writers 
who  haven’t  been  trained  this  way,  who  don’t  feel  the  need  for  this 
practice  in  deception  and  hypocrisy,  and  who  shouldn’t  feel  they 
must  imitate  it.  I  don’t  think  it  should  become  a  straightjacket  for 
gay  writers.  I  think  gay  writers  should  feel  free  to  write  in  any  style 
whatsoever  and  about  any  subject  matter. 

TA:  Isn’t  the  lesbian  sensibility  different  from  the  gay  male  sensibility? 

EW:  I  do  think  when  the  gay  sensibility  is  discussed,  it  usually  refers  to 
gay  men,  which  shows  our  sexist  bias.  I  feel  for  gay  women  it’s 
slightly  different.  Many  men  —  straight  and  gay  —  complain  .  .  . 
about  the  static  quality  of  the  long  love  scenes  in  lesbian  fiction.  I 
heard  again  and  again  that  there’s  a  certain  kind  of  tenderness 
between  the  women  characters  to  each  other.  Men  complain  [that] 
they’re  so  mushy,  that  these  love  scenes  just  go  on  forever.  And  I 
think  that  may  be  more  of  a  negative  statement  about  us  than  about 
women.  That’s  an  aspect  of  lesbian  fiction  that  seems  foreign  to 
many  people.  Another  thing  is  that  many  lesbian  writers  tend  to  be 
interested  in  small  units  of  composition  and  not  interested  in 
creating  a  big,  unified  work.  This  is  considered  a  fault  by  male 
writers.  I  think  it’s  men  who  are  hung  up  on  the  idea  of  these  tower¬ 
ing  achievements,  and  that  women  are  oftentimes  more  interested  in 
smaller  units.  It’s  a  more  natural  form  for  their  sensibility. 


TA:  In  your  teaching  position  at  Johns  Hopkins,  and  being  that  you  are 
an  openly  gay  writer,  do  you  find  that  gay  students  there  look  up  to 
you  for  advice  or  support? 

EW:  Yes.  I  also  am  a  member  of  the  gay  student  group  there.  It’s  a  very 
closety  campus.  In  one  of  my  current  classes,  1  have  two  gay 
students  .  .  .  and  I  think  they  find  it  reassuring  that  I’m  there. 

TA:  Do  the  straight  students  react  positively? 

EW:  They  have  a  very  numbed  kind  of  reaction,  I  would  say,  to  every¬ 
thing.  They  don’t  seem  to  be  interested  in  politics.  They  seem  to 
have  a  very  benign  but  spaced  out  approval  of  everything.  It’s  partly 
because  Johns  Hopkins  is  a  pre-professional  school  in  which  highly 
motivated  students  .  .  .  are  preparing  to  become  lawyers  and 
doctors.  They  don’t  want  to  rock  the  boat.  I  don’t  think  they  have 
any  antipathy  to  anything.  But  they  don’t  want  to  get  involved,  they 
don’t  want  to  take  up  any  cause.  They’re  interested  in  surviving. 

TA:  How  do  you  answer  the  criticism  leveled  against  drag  queens  by  gay 
and  feminist  activists? 

EW:  One  of  those  things  that  has  been  forgotten  by  lesbian/feminists  is 
that  when  I  came  out  in  the  fifties  in  Chicago,  I  would  go  with 
lesbian  friends  of  mine  to  a  lesbian  bar  there  called  the  “Volleyball” 
and  it  was  constantly  being  raided.  Women  arrested  for  being  in 
drag.  If  they  had  more  than  three  articles  of  male  clothing  on,  they 
were  subject  to  arrest.  Many  of  the  lesbians  I  know,  who  are  friends 
of  mine  now,  in  those  days  would  have  been  subject  to  arrest, 
[because  of  the  way]  they  dress.  Many  lesbians  are  in  what  we  could 
call  drag  — -they’re  wearing  button  jeans,  work  shirts,  work  boots, 
they  have  their  hair  clipped  short,  etc.  Until  the  sixties,  they  would 
have  been  subject  to  arrest  under  the  laws  of  many  municipalities 
for  impersonating  a  man.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  completely  for¬ 
gotten.  I  have  heard  lesbians  shouting  with  rage  against  drag  queens 
when  they  were  in  what  most  people  in  society  would  regard  as  full 
male  drag. 

TA:  On  one  level,  though,  what  lesbian/feminists  are  saying  is  that  they 
object  to  the  perpetuation  of  the  traditional  oppressive  feminine 
role. 

EW:  There’s  another  way  of  looking  at  that,  which  Kate  Millett  did  very 
beautifully  in  Sexual  Politics,  which  should  have  solved  that 
problem.  Millett  says  that  what  the  drag  queen  really  demonstrates 
and  dramatizes  is  how  arbitrary  sex  role  is.  Millett  is  a  great  admirer 
of  Jean  Genet,  particularly  the  book.  Our  Lady  of  the  Flowers. 
What  she  feels  Genet  has  shown  is  that  gehder  role  is  social  status.  I 
think  that’s  constantly  made  clear.  It  is  no  accident  that  the  most 
feminine  or  female  impersonating  part  of  the  gay  male  life  is 
dumped  on  by  everyone.  Drag  queens  have  become  these  pariahs 
who  have  taken  the  rage  that  everyone  feels  towards  women.  My 
own  feeling  is  that  gay  men  who  disown  drag  queens  have  not  come 
to  terms  with  their  own  effeminacy.  There’s  a  kind  of  macho 
fascism  of  the  ’70s  which  has  become  very  narrowing  and  very 
constricting,  and  life  denying.  It  doesn’t  permit  a  wide  range  of 
expression.  Historically  speaking,  drag  queens  were  the  first 
activists  .  .  .  they  were  the  ones  who  led  the  assault  on  Stonewall. 

We  ultimately  owe  a  debt  to  drag  queens. 

TA:  Being  that  this  is  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  Stonewall  riots,  how 
do  you  feel  about  the  first  decade  of  the  movement? 

EW:  1  think  we’ve  had  remarkable  success.  Other  movements  have  taken 
half  of  a  century  to  get  anywhere,  and  they  often  move  in  a  wave¬ 
like  pattern  of  initial  enthusiasm,  a  long  period  of  quietude,  then 
struggling  to  achieve  a  particular  goal,  for  instance,  getting  the  vote 
for  women.  When  that  goal  is  achieved,  they  lapse  back  into 
acquiescence.  We  saw  an  initial  outburst  of  energy  and  then  a  period 
of  acquiescence,  but  I  think  Anita  Bryant  was  kind  enough  to 
reactivate  the  movement.  We  mustn’t  lose  sight  of  how  much  we’ve 
achieved.  I  mean,  even  changing  the  language!  Students  will  say, 
“Are  you  a  closet  photographer?”  “Closet”  has  entered  everyone’s 
.vocabulary.  So  has  drag.  Straight  people  are  aware  that  thev 
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of  separation  has  to  exist.  In 
addition  to  that,  I,  for  one, 
believe  that  other  people  in 
this  society  are  terribly  op¬ 
pressed.  And  we  can  form 
alliances  with  each  other  to 
try  and  change  things.  To  me 
what  would  be  the  best  way 
is  to  respect  our  mutual 
separations.  Yet  there  ought 
to  be  some  way  to  inter¬ 
change  knowledge  .  .  .  and 
support  each  other  politi¬ 
cally. 

TA:  Do  you  have  any  comments 
on  our  current  environmental 
situation? 

SG:  Women  are  very  clued  in  (to 
the  fact  that)  the  endangering 
of  the  earth  is  very  tied  up 
with  the  hatred  of  women. 
Matter  is  identified  with 
women.  At  this  point,  it’s 
really  a  survival  issue.  We 
should  be  alarmed.  The  same 
things  which  allow  us  to 


manipulate  matter  to  this 
degree  to  create  this  horrible 
ecological  disaster,  also  have 
the  effect  of  dulling  every¬ 
body  to  the  situation.  So 
people  don’t  get  alarmed. 


Susan  Griffin 


mustn’t  tread  on  gay  sensibilities,  and  they  will  rephrase  letters  so 
that  they  won’t  offend  anyone.  This  may  be  hypocritical,  but  1  think 
that  step,  of  having  to  take  us  into  consideration,  is  something  very 
valuable.  The  most  important  thing  is  that  many,  many  millions  of 
gay  people  have  a  better  attitude  about  themselves.  There’s  a  new 
sort  of  self-respect  which  has  come  out  of  political  action.  I  think  it 
always  does  come  out  of  political  action,  not  out  of  therapy,  for 
instance. 

TA:  You’ve  said  before  that  “gay  life  is  very  spiritual.”  Could  you 
explain  what  you  mean  by  this? 

EW:  Nobody  is  raised  to  be  gay.  When  you’re  an  adolescent,  or  older, 
you  suddenly  discover  that  you  are;  which  is  a  kind  of  catastrophe. 
It  causes  you  to  rethink  everything  about  your  life  starting  with  your 
sexuality  and  proceeding  to  your  relationship  with  your  family  and 
going  on  to  your  ideas  about  sex  and  sex  roles  and  how  you  should 
live  with  another  person.  If  every  major  part  of  your  life  has  to  be 
reconstructed,  rethought,  analyzed,  it  makes  you,  if  not  spiritual, 
then  philosophical.  I  think  almost  all  gays  are  philosophic  —  they 
have  a  skepticism  about  all  of  the  basic  givens  of  life.  The  givens  for 
us  aren’t  given,  we  have  to  rethink  everything. 

TA:  In  Forgetting  Elena  you  comment  on  rituals.  How  do  you  feel  about 
rituals  in  the  gay  community? 

EW:  America  is  a  country  where  most  people  assume  that  there  are  only 
two  modes  of  existence.  There  is  something  that  is  impersonal  — 
strangers  passing  each  other  on  the  street,  which  is  frightening  and 
distasteful,  and  should  be  avoided.  And  then  the  only  other  thing,  is 
extreme  intimacy  —  two  friends  holding  hands,  looking  into  each 
other’s  eyes  and  telling  each  other  all  of  their  secrets.  I  think  this  is  a 
very  impoverished  view  of  how  people  live.  I  think  there  is  a  third 
thing,  which  is  a  kind  of  social  life,  which  is  a  sense  of  society  that 
existed  in  other  centuries.  [In  these  societies]  there  was  a  community 
in  which  people  were  on  a  nodding  acquaintance  with  literally 
hundreds  of  people.  They  had  a  sense  of  community,  of  how  to 
relate  to  people  that  was  short  of  intimacy  but  way  beyond  fear  and 
complete  total  impersonality.  In  cities  such  as  Philadelphia  .  .  there 
is  a  sort  of  public  life  that  is  a  life  of  the  streets,  of  the  bars,  which  is 
mainly  a  gay  life.  This  feeds  the  theatrical  urge  in  people.  I’m 
drawing  off  these  ideas  from  a  book  called  the  Fall  of  Public  Man 
by  Richard  Sennett  in  which  he  says  that  in  the  twentieth  century, 
man  is  an  actor  without  a  play.  I  feel  that  gay  people  do  have  a  play 
—  at  least  those  who  live  in  large  urban  centers  —  and  it  is  the 
exciting  and  invigorating  theatrical  aspect  of  our  social  life.  That 
kind  of  life  is  always  ritualized,  to  some  extent,  and  I  think  that’s  a 
saving  grace.  We  act  as  though  it’s  just  rank  hypocrisy,  that  it’s  not 
a  good  thing,  that  the  only  thing  genuine  is  what  is  intimate.  I’m  all 
for  intimacy,  but  you  can  only  be  intimate  with  four,  six,  eight 
people.  You  can’t  be  intimate  with  hundreds  of  people.  And  yet  you 
must  deal  with  them  in  cities.  I  think  there  must  be  some  other  way 
to  relate  to  those  people  which  is  satisfying.  And  I  think  it’s  often¬ 
times  encoded  in  social  ritual. 

TA:  In  your  travels  throughout  America,  have  you  found  that  larger 
cities  are  better  places  for  gays  to  be  than  the  small  towns? 

EW :  I  think  that  people  who  love  nature,  or  love  small  town  lives,  or  who 
want  to  be  five  minutes  away  from  a  large  field  or  river  or  stream, 
for  these  people,  one  aspect  of  gay  persecution  is  that  is  is  almost 
impossible  for  them  to  live  in  small  towns.  For  instance,  1  inter¬ 
viewed  a  man  in  Minneapolis  who  grew  up  in  Northern  Wisconsin 
and  loved  his  little  town,  but  there  was  only  one  other  gay  person 
[there].  He  could  not  be  openly  gay;  he  had  no  sex  life;  finally,  he 
was  driven  into  living  in  Minneapolis,  a  city  which  he  didn't  much 
like.  1  think  that  there  are  a  few  rare  communities  .  .  .  highly 
artificial  communities  made  up  of  big  city  people  who  decided  to  go 
into  the  country  for  some  big  experiment,  and  who  bring  with  them 
their  own  big  city  attitudes.  People  who  are  genuinely  from  real 
small  towns  find  that  they  must  lead  a  rather  closeted  existence. 
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The  Elocution  of  Benjamin 

By  Steve  J.  Spears 
Theatre  Four 
424  West, 55th  Street 
Vew  York,  NY 

I  attended  Steve  J.  Spears’  The 
■locution  of  Benjamin  with  a  qui- 
discomt'ort,  experiencing  a  cer- 
ain  amount  of  dread  ,at  how  a 
day  involving  both  transvestism 
id  pederasty  would  present  the 
he  meters  and  issues  to  a  largely 
-on-gay  audience.  Being  more 
ay-identified  than  simply 
human-being,"’  I’m  extremely 
oncerned  with  a  play’s  conscious- 
<  ess  regarding  gay  issues  and  how 
project  mixed  audiences  will  re¬ 
pond. 

My  worst  fears  were  almost 
onfirmed  when  the  play’s  one 
and  only  star  and  cast-member, 
Jordon  Chater,  walked  on-stage 
wearing  a  bath  towel  which  he 
soon  dropped.  To  say  that  the  fif- 
lyish  Chater’s  stomach  is  large  is 
an  understatement:  it’s  a  Maytag 
washing  machine.  Chater  hung  a 
Mick  Jagger  poster  on  the  wall, 
and  proceeded  to  apply  heavy 
make-up  to  his  face  and  slip  black 
women’s  gloves  over  his  hands  as 
preparations  for  a  mastubatory 
fantasy-evening  with  Mick.  The 
telephone  rings.  A  mother  wants 
•  o  bring  over  her  son,  a  stutterer, 
or  speech  lessons.  The  poster 
comes  down  and  the  make-up 
omes  off.  The  play  has  begun 
■  ith  a  shocking  vividness.  Camp 
imor  is  abundant.  The  initial 
lock  of  the  character  soon  wears 
•ff,  and  the  character  of  Robert 
’Brien  is  free  to  develop  into  a 
ullly  realized  person,  complete 
•v  ith  foibles  and  charm. 

The  Elocution  of  Benjamin  is  a 
masterpiece  of  tightly  crafted 
writing.  The  two  acts,  in  differing 
ways,  disarm  the  audience  at  the 
beginning,  capturing  attention, 
nterest  and  compassion,  then  race 
award  shattering  conclusions  that 
eave  the  audience  stunned. 
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Cast  of  “A  Perfect  Relationship’’ 


Benjamin  Chater 


The  speech  therapist  and  some¬ 
times  drama  coach,  Robert 
O’Brien,  is  a  56  year  old  trans¬ 
vestite  who,  because  of  his  work 
with  young  pupils,  keeps  his  pro¬ 
clivity  hidden  from  the  public  eye 
and  confines  his  sex  life  to  fantas¬ 
ies.  Bruce,  his  best  friend,  is  mar¬ 
ried,  the  father  of  two,  a  stock¬ 
broker,  and  a  heterosexual  trans¬ 
vestite.  O’Brien  is  slightly  eccent¬ 
ric  and  humorous,  yet  dedicated 
to'  achieving  good  results  with  his 
students. 

Benjamin,  the  new  student, 
takes  well  to  his  lessons.  After¬ 
wards,  the  12-year-old  enjoys  a 
cigarette  and  casual  talk  with  the 
teacher.  The  two  become  friends. 
Benjamin  freely  discusses  his  ado¬ 
lescent  sex  adventures.  O’Brien  is 
later  amazed  when  he  discovers 
the  boy’s  sexual  relations  were 
with  another  male  rather  than  the 
beauty  shop  employee  he  had  as¬ 
sumed  to  be  female.  Benjamin  is 
gay. 

On  the  one  occasion  when 
O’Brien  wears  drag  in  public,  he  is 
seen  and  recognized  by  Benjamin, 
who  keeps  his  secret.  A  seductive 
flirtation  begins  with  the  teacher  a 
few  days  later;  Benjamin  even 
sends  O’Brien  nude  photographs 
of  himself.  In  a  moving  scene, 
O’Brien  frankly  discusses  the 
threats  of  society  and  the  “impos¬ 
sibility”  of  having  a  relationship 


B v  Harold  Pickett 

with  Benjamin,  adding  the  obser¬ 
vation  that  “Straights  hate.’’ 

Nevertheless,  O’Brien’s  neigh¬ 
bors  are  already  talking,  spreading 
suspicion  and  hatred.  The  first  act 
concludes  as  O’Brien’s  quiet,  pro¬ 
ductive  world  explodes  in  a  scene 
of  gripping  intensity.  The  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  second  act  is  equally 
powerful. 

Throughout  the  entire  play, 
Gordon  Chater  is  the  only  actor 
on  stage.  Conversations  over  the 
telephone  and  the  use  of  lighting 
convince  us  that  Chater  is  talking 
and  interacting  with  a  full  range 
of  other  cast  members.  Chater  is 
brilliant.  He  ranges  from  subtle 
nuances  to  full-out  bravado  in  a 
commanding,  captivating 

performance  that  is  sensational. 

Richard  Wherrett  is  to  be  com¬ 
mended  for  superb  direction  in 
maintaining  a  delicate  balance  be¬ 
tween  humor,  humanity,  and  ulti¬ 
mate  tragedy. 

Playw'right  Spears,  reportedly 
not  gay  himself,  has  successfully 
achieved  a  sensitive  and  thought- 
provoking  presentation  of  gay-re¬ 
lated  issues  disturbing  not  only  to 
heterosexuals,  but  to  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  as  well.  The  lack  of  physi¬ 
cal  expression  of  sexuality  bet¬ 
ween  man/boy,  teacher/pupil, 
makes  the  play  more  palatable  to 
the  majority.  Because  of  this, 
some  might  criticize  Spears  for 
“copping  out”  on  the  issue.  I 
don’t  think  so,  though.  Spears 
makes  a  pointed  indictment  of  ig¬ 
norance,  bigotry,  and  hatred. 
Possibly  more  lives  have  been  des¬ 
troyed  by  suspicion  and  fear  than 
have  been  wrecked  by  concrete 
acts.  While  avoiding  preachiness 
and  not  offering  any  simple  solu¬ 
tions,  Spears’  play  is  a  positive 
contribution  to  effecting  tolerance 
and  real  social  change. 

The  Elocution  of  Benjamin, 
playing  at  Theatre  Four,  424  W. 
55  St.  in  Manhattan,  deserves  a 
well-attended,  lengthy  run. 


A  Perfect  Relationship 

By  Doric  Wilson 
Forty  Fifth  Street  Playhouse 
354  West  45  th  Street 
New  York,  NY 

A  Perfect  Relationship,  by  Doric 
Wilson,  is  the  Glines  first  new  pre¬ 
sentation  of  a  play  since  it  left  its 
former  West  Broadway  home 
south  of  Soho.  The  Glines,  a  non¬ 
profit  organization  for  gay  arts,  is 
a  project  of  the  Cultural  Council 
Foundation.  It  is  supported  in 
part  by  grants  from  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  and  the 
New  York  City  Department  of 
Cultural  Affairs.  A  Perfect  Re¬ 
lationship  opened  on  March  22 
for  12  performances  running  until 
April  8  at  the  Forty-fifth  Street 
Playhouse,  354  W.  45  St. 

The  time  is  the  present  and  the 
setting  is  an  apartment  on  Chris¬ 
topher  Street,  New  York’s  gay 
cruise  mecca.  The  main  characters 
are  two  gay  men:  Greg,  a  travel 
agent,  and  Ward,  a  macho,  swag¬ 
gering  school  teacher  who  goes 
out  of  his  way  to  maintain  a 
straight  cover  for  job  protection. 
Friends  for  several  years,  they  are 
roommates  but  not  lovers,  never 
having  tried  sex  with  each  other. 
They  engage  in  endless  banter 
about  who  is  more  macho  and 


lengthy  trade-offs  on  who  will  uo 
which  household  chore  if  the 
other  does  what.  Ward  frequents 
dock-strip  leather  bars  and  Greg  is 
a  disco  devotee. 

One  night,  Ward  brings  a  new 
guy  home  from  the  bar.  A  day 
later,  the  “trick”  becomes  Greg’s 
lover.  Ward  is  given  the  ultima¬ 
tum  to  move  out  of  the  apart¬ 
ment.  He  responds  like  a  jilted 
lover.  Ward  and  Greg,  “com¬ 
mitted  to  non-commitment,”  find 
they  must  re-assess  themselves, 
their  wants  and  needs,  when 
Greg’s  new  love  flashes  a  sooner- 
than-expected  goodbye. 

A  comedy  of  “contemporary 
manners  and  mores,”  the  play’s 
best  lines  are  given  to  Muriel, 
played  by  Jane  Lowry.  She  is  the 
woman  who  has  sub-let  Greg  and 
Ward  their  apartment  and  whose 
unexpected  drop-in  visits,  always 
in  the  company  of  a  different  boy¬ 
friend,  cause  the  roommates  ex¬ 
treme  mental  pain.  Muriel  ex¬ 
pands  us  as  a  character  in  the  se¬ 
cond  half  of  the  second  act  and 
Lowry  gives  a  pleasing 
performance. 

Paul  Bahan,  playing  Ward, 
deserves  credit  for  a  sustained, 
convincing  performance, 

overcoming  some  awkwardly  writ¬ 
ten  material. 


Transformations 


i>iary  ot  a  Madman 

hy  Nicolai  Gogol 
a i  Cambridge  Ensemble, 

:  hru  May  12,  1979 

1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 

By  Marty  Kingsbury 

Diary  of  a  Madman  by  Nicolai 

•  ;ogol,  is  a  play  which  follow's 
Aleykia  Ivanovitch,  a  civil  ser- 

ant,  through  his  transformation 
ito  a  female  dog  and  again, 
irough  transformation  into  Fred¬ 
rick  VIII,  King  of  Spain.  Written 
n  1834,  the  play  is  well  rooted  in 
heterosexism,  focusing  primarily 
on  ivanovitch’s  love  of  an  aris- 
ncratic  woman.  Yet  through  the 
ourse  of  this  he  also  challenges 

*  ne  class  and  gender  into  which  he 
was  born. 

A  working  class  man,  Ivano- 
tch  is  hopelessly  in  love  with  this 
nstocratic  woman.  He  is  her 
working  class  toy.  His  love  for  her 
is  unreciprocated  and  nothing  in 


his  life  is  going  to  change  that.  He 
spirals  into  his  imagination  and 
becomes  her  pet  dog,  Fidele. 

Gogol,  like  his  contemporaries, 
Dostoyevsky  and  Tolstoy,  does 
not  understand  women.  In  the 
Cambridge  Ensemble’s  per¬ 
formance  of  Diary  of  a  Madman, 
Ivanovitch’s  transformation  into 
a  female  dog  is  portrayed  as  pris¬ 
sy,  cynical  and  clumsy.  He  gives  a 
stereotyped  impersonation,  yet 
through  this  he  is  able  to  reach  a 
very  deep  level  of  truth;  he  is  an 
awkward  and  clumsy  man  caught 
in  the  machinery  of  classism.  His 
obsessive  love  turns  this  realiza¬ 
tion  into  the  final  transformation: 
he  declares  himself  Frederick 
VIII,  King  of  Spain,  a  man  rooted 
in  the  aristocracy.  As  his  mind  dis¬ 
integrates,  he  creates  for  himself  a 
Spanish  Inquisition  and  lie  asks: 
“Why  do  they  torture  me  so? 
What  do  they  want  from  a  misera¬ 
ble  wretch  like  me?  What  can  I 


offer  them  when  I  have  nothing?” 

Gogol  himself  spent  most  of  his 
life  in  pain.  He  developed  a  per¬ 
sistent  skin  disease  in  his  youth. 
He  had  stooped  shoulders,  an 
enormous  nose  and  was  near¬ 
sighted.  He  eventually  overcame 
his  fear  of  death  through  his  vi¬ 
sion  that  he  was  the  new  Christ. 
As  Gogol  unravels  the  teachings 
of  science  and  religion,  he  reveals 
the  absurdity  of  our  conditioning. 
“People  are  under  the  misappre¬ 
hension,”  says  Ivanovitch,  “that 
the  human  brain  is  located  in  the 
head.  Nothing  could  be  further 
from  the  truth.  It  is  carried  by  a 
wind  from  the  Caspian  Sea.” 

Joann  Green,  the  director  of 
Diary  of  a  Madman,  is  doing  a 
series  of  plays  portraying  jour¬ 
nalistic  accounts  of  men.  As  in  A 
Sorrow  Beyond  Dreams  (Dec. 
’78),  Ivanovitch  is  struggling  to  re¬ 
define  himself  in  terms  of  his  own 
emotions  and  perceptions.  Yet  his 


Frank  Licato 


emotions  are  clouded  by  such  am¬ 
bition  and  distrust  that  he  is  not 
able  to  break  from  the  condition¬ 
ing  of  which  he  speaks,  and  any 
attempts  toward  transformation 
are  portrayed  as  futile. 

Frank  Licato,  the  solo  per¬ 


former  of  Diary  of  a  Madman,  is 
not  especially  subtle  in  his  por¬ 
trayal  of  Ivanovitch.  He  does  not 
believe  that  the  mind  “is  carried  in 
by  a  wind  from  the  Caspian  Sea.” 
He  uses  insanity  as  a  means  of 
gaining  attention  in  his  life.  As  a 
result,  Ivanovitch,  Fidele  and 
Frederick  VIII  are  all  the  same 
toys  of  society  rather  than  a  meta¬ 
morphosis  of  self. 

In  many  ways  Frank  Licato  is 
able  to  sustain  the  gruelling  task 
of  being  alone  on  stage  for  an 
hour  and  a  half.  He  brings  to  the 
character  meticulous  varieties  of 
speech,  song  and  movement.  But 
with  so  much  technique  and  so 
little  subtlety,  he  strips  the  poetic 
inspiration  to  a  joke.  If  wre  cannot 
trust  our  transformations  and 
capability  for  change,  then  we 
cannot  trust  our  own  individual¬ 
ity.  Diary  of  a  Madman  does  not 
help  me  to  trust  my  own  transfor¬ 
mations. 
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A  Day  in  the  Life 


This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of 
monthly  columns  which  will  deal 
with  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  re¬ 
lation  to  children.  It  will  talk 
about  how  parenting  and  custody 
issues  affect  lesbian  mothers,  as 
well  as  the  different  ways  these 
same  issues  afect  gay  fathers.  It 
will  also  deal  with  issues  such  as 
how  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  are 
not  parents  can  be  supportive  of 


those  who  are  and  alternatives  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  are  con¬ 
sidering  becoming  parents.  We  are 
told  by  the  straight  world  that  we 
pose  some  kind  of  threat  to  young 
people.  It  is  true  that  in  our  re¬ 
lationship  to  them,  we  shake  the 
foundations  of  the  nuclear  family. 
We  call  into  question  the  sexism 
and  heterosexism  on  which  it  is 
based.  We  are  a  threat. 


By  A  lice  Fisher 

Who  is  a  lesbian  mother?  Is  it 
safe  to  say  a  lesbian  mother  is  no 
different  than  any  lesbian/any 
person?  We  are  at  presnt  a  contra¬ 
diction  in  terms  —  lesbian 
mothers.  If  you  identify  as  a  les¬ 
bian,  you  are  saying  that  your 
major  affiliation  is  with  women. 
But  if  you  identify  as  a  mother, 
you  imply  there’s  a  father.  And 
there  is,  for  the  most  part  (though 
there  are  beginning  to  be  some  ex¬ 
ceptions).  Most  lesbian  mothers 
were  originally  part  of  a  hetero¬ 
sexual  family.  Then  we  changed. 
In  that  changing  we  have  had  to 
struggle  with  being  independent 
women,  single  parents  and  les¬ 
bians  —  all  at  once.  It  makes  us 
strong  women  —  it  also  makes  us 
women  who  are,  at  times,  almost 
totally  overwhelmed  by  what  we 
must  do.  I’ll  show  you  what  I 
mean  by  writing  of  a  typical  day  in 
the  life  of  a  lesbian  mother.  Keep 
in  mind  that  this  is  only  one  ver¬ 
sion,  and  there  are  as  many  ver¬ 
sions  as  there  are  days  in  the  year 
and  lesbian  mothers  in  the  world. 

This  day  begins  for  me  at  5  am. 
It’s  going  to  be  a  busy  day  and  if  I 
have  any  intention  of  getting  some 
free  time  to  myself  this  is  it.  I’m 
lucky,  it’s  a  full  hour  before  my 
oldest  child  will  get  up.  In  the 
meantime,  I  will  take  this  time  for 
just  being  with  me.  No  one  else  is 
making  any  demands,  having  cri¬ 
ses,  looking  for  last  night’s  home¬ 
work,  losing  shoes,  being  fired 
from  a  job,  breaking  up  with  a 
lover,  celebrating  a  promotion  or 
needing  to  be  driven  to  the  den¬ 
tist.  I  spend  a  precious  hour 
quietly  drinking  coffee,  reading, 
writing  and  just  plain  staring  out 
into  space. - 

The  hours  from  6  to  8  are  spent 
in  beginning  our  work  and  school 
days.  I  deal  with  the  big  decisions 
like:  do  we  buy  the  total  package 
of  school  pictures  or  the 


partial/cheaper  one,  “where’s  the 
85  cents  for  the  class  trip?,”  “I 
need  a  late  note  for  yesterday,”  “I 
can’t  find  my  shoes,”  “Should  1 
stay  home  today,  I  have  a  sore 
throat?”,  “Should  I  wash  the 
dishes  now  or  wait  until  the  other 
end  of  the  day?”,  “Oh,  no,  I  for¬ 
got,  I  have  a  meeting  today,  where 
I  need  to  be  well-dressed  and  my 
oldest  daughter’s  left  for  school 
wearing  my  best  jacket!”. 

Now  bliss  —  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  work.  Now  to  try  to  for¬ 
get  about  the  sore  throat,  about 
how  the  class  trip  is  going  —  oops, 
did  I  let  the  cat  out  before  I  left?  I 
spend  the  morning  at  my  desk, 
hoping  there’s  no  call  from  the 
school  nurse  telling  me  to  pick  up 
a  sick  child. 

Lunch  time  —  today  I  treat  my¬ 
self  and  go  out  to  lunch  with  some 
of  the  other  women  in  the  office 
even  though  I  can’t  afford  it.  It’s 
been  a  tight  month  —  two  pairs  of 
shoes,  car  repairs,  a  plumbing  dis¬ 
aster  and  my  tuition  bill.  But  I 
want  some  adult  company.  We  go 
out  to  lunch.  We  talk  of  the  most 
recent  women’s  concert  (I  didn’t 
go,  one  of  the  kids  had  the  flu) 
and  various  trips  taken  or  being 
planned.  Back  to  the  office  for  the 
rest  of  the  day. 

I’m  home,  having  picked  up 
some  fast  food  horribles  for  din¬ 
ner.  It’s  been  a  long  day  and  1 
have  a  class  tonight.  I  just  can’t 
crank  out  a  meal. 

I’ve  been  alone  with  my  kids  for 
long  enough  so  we  have  some 
“when  mom  comes  home  from 
work”  rules.  They  are  to  give  me 
enough  time  to  change  my  clothes, 
have  a  cup  of  tea  and  read  the 
mail  before  anyone  either  asks  me 
for  something  or  tells  me  about  a 
fight.  It  works  well.  We  sit  down 
with  our  meal  and  get  a  chance  to 
talk  about  our  day.  Now  is  one  of 
those  times  when  I  get  a  chance  to 
enjoy  my  kids,  delight  in  their 


growing  independence  and  get  a 
bit  teary-eyed  about  how  much  1 
love  them.  We  laugh,  share 
dreams  about  how  we’ll  live  when 
mommy  finishes  her  schooling 
and  about  what  this  summer  will 
be  like.  Let’s  try  to  get  to  the 
beach  more  often  this  year.  I  re¬ 
run  my  recently  developing  panic 
about  how  few  years  we  have  left 
together  —  how  much  1  want  to 
share  fun  times  with  my  children 
and  how  is  it  possible  with  every  - 
thing  else  in  my  life?  Time  for  .no 
to  leave  for  my  class  —  hugs 
goodnight  as  they’ll  be  asleep 
when  I  get  home  —  don’t  forget 
your  homework  or  the  clothes  in 
the  dryer  and  try  to  get  your 
clothes  out  for  school  tomorrow 
including  your  shoes. 

After  class  I  make  a  pass 
through  the  library  to  pick  up 
books  for  a  paper  due  in  two 
weeks.  When  am  I  going  to  have 
time  to  get  it  written  and  typed? 
Maybe  I  can  squeeze  in  a  few 
hours  this  weekend. 

Before  I  pass  out  for  the  night,  I 
have  a  short  phone  coversation 
with  my  lover.  Lover?  That’s 
right,  this  woman  is  a  lesbian 
mother.  Sometimes  I  forget  it 
myself  —  after  all  where  does  a 
lover  fit  into  this  life?  We  squeeze 
in  an  occasional  evening  and  some 
time  on  weekends.  Fortunately, 
we’re  both  mothers,  so  we  can  be 
patient  about  the  lack  of  time  to¬ 
gether.  Our  latest  fantasy  is  two 
uninterrupted  days  together  —  we 
figure  if  we’re  lucky  we’ll  get  it 
within  the  next  three  months.  But, 
we  also  know  about  time.  We 
have  seen  how  miracles  and  huge 
changes  can  happen  in  our  child¬ 
ren  over  the  years.  We  know  that 
things  will  change,  that  life  will  get 
a  bit  easier.  After  all,  there  was  a 
time  when  we  were  trapped  in  a 
marriage  with  babies  in  diapers  — 
and  we’ve  all  come  a  long  way 
since  then. 


Hear  Boston's  most  progressive  jazz  programming, 
Sundays  from  11  to  3.  On  AM  radio,  of  all  places. 


IT'S  EAR-CATCHING. 


YOUTH  SUMMER  JOBS  PROGRAM 

LABORERS  ASSISTANT/GENERAL:  No  specific 
skills  necessary.  Applicants  must  be  City  of 
Boston  residents,  16  years  or  older.  Applications 
will  be  accepted  April  17  thru  April  30,  Monday 
through  Friday,  from  10:00  a.m.  ■  noon,  and  from 
1:00  ■  4:00  p.m.  in  Room  113,  Boston  City  Hall. 
Laborers  will  be  selected  through  a  Lottery.  Win¬ 
ners  will  be  notified  by  July  2,  1979. 

Clerical/Special:  Clerical  applicants  must  type  40  wpm  and 
have  office  or  clerical  experience.  Applicants  for  special 
(counseling)  positions  must  have  the  requisite  education  and 
or  actual  experience  in  youth  counseling. 

LIFEGUARD:  Applicants  must  hold  1979  certificates  in  Life 
Saving  and  CPR.  Applicants  with  past  life  saving  experience 
will  be  given  preference. 

Applicants  for  Clerical/Special  and  Lifeguard  positions  must 
be  18  years  or  older  and  residents  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Appli¬ 
cations  for  these  positions  will  be  accepted  April  17  through 
April  30,  Monday  through  Friday,  from  10:00  a.m.  -  noon,  and 
from  1:00  -  4:00  p.m.  in  Room  113,  Boston  City  Hall. 

PROOF  OF  BOSTON  RESIDENCY,  WHICH  MUST 
BE  PRESENTED  WITH  THE  APPLICATION,  CAN 
BE  A  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT  CARD  OR  ID,  OR  A 
POST  MARKED  LETTER  ADDRESSED  TO  THE 
APPLICANT  OR  PARENT. 


LESBIAN  HEALTH  CARE 

The  FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER  now 
offers  three  women's  health  sessions:  Tues.  &  Thurs. 
mornings  and  Tues.  evenings. 

Gynecology,  general  medicine,  and  short-term  coun¬ 
seling  are  available  at  these  times. 

Lesbian  practitioners  are  available;  and  women  workers 
are  sensitive  to  lesbian  health  issues. 

Call  for  an  appointment  Mon.-Fri.  9-5. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  (617)  267-7573 


Snyder  &  Weinstein 

Attorneys  and  Counselors  at  Law 


Gay  Civil  Rights,  Commercial,  Criminal, 
Constitutional  Consultation  and  Litigation 
Cohabitation  Contracts — Gay  Issues  Lectures 

240  COMMERCIAL  STREET  573  MAPLE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02109  MANCHESTER,  N.H.  03104 

TEL.  (617)  227-8000  TEL.  (603)  669-3363 


John  P  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Serving  the  Community 
2  Park  Square 

Boston.  Massachusetts 02 J  le 
o  1 7-426-2020 


Fridays 

GCN  needs  volunteers  on 
Friday  nights  to  help  send  the 
paper  out  to  subscribers.  5 
p.m.  on,  22  Bromfield  St. 


—  Conferences 

Women  in  Law  Meet  in  Texas 


By  Cindy  Stein 

On  March  30,  I  arrived  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  for  the  “Na¬ 
tional  Women  and  the  Law  Con¬ 
ference.”  My  expectations  were 
soaring.  The  booklet  I  had  re¬ 
ceived  which  described  the  work¬ 
shops  to  be  presented  was  as  large 
as  a  college  catalogue.  I  had 
signed  up  for  just  about  every 
dyke-related  program  they  of¬ 
fered. 

But  how  can  you  express  the 
feelings  which  were  experienced 
during  three  days  in  a  new  city,  at 
a  national  conference,  the  tenth  of 
its  kind,  on  paper?  Most  people 
don’t  even  care  to  read  such 
drawn  out,  boring  accounts  of 
someone  else’s  good  time.  My 
purpose  here  is  to  provide  an 
overview  of  the  law  as  it  relates  to 
gay  people,  particularly  lesbians. 
“Gay  law,”  if  I  may,  is  a  growing 
field.  Court  decisions  which  take 
account  of  the  realities  of  modern 
society  can  often  be  interpreted  to 
have  some  effect  on  the  lives  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  And,  as 
more  and  more  of  us  become  law¬ 
yers  and  legal  workers,  we  will  be 
able  to  provide  the  skills  we  need 
to  insulate  ourselves  legally  from 
the  institutions  which  have  tradi¬ 
tionally  caused  us  the  most  grief: 
the  police,  the  courts,  the  prisons, 
the  military,  employers, 
landlords,  and  blood  relations.  In 
fact,  much  of  what  1  learned  had 
to  do  with  strategies  which  are 
aimed  to  keep  lesbians  and  gay 
men  out  of  court. 

One  warning:  this  legal  over¬ 
view  is  not  frozen  in  time.  The  law 
is  rapidly  changing,  especially 
where  we  are  concerned.  In  addi¬ 
tion  there  are  sometimes  great 
differences  in  the  law  from  one 
state  to  another.  So  beware.  It  is 
urged  that  before  you  take  any 
action  that  pertains  to  anv  of  the 
categories  described  below, 
you  first  consult  an  attorney  in 
your  state. 

Representing  Lesbian  Clients 

in  Civil  and  Criminal  Cases 

Lesbian  and  gay  male  attorneys 
were  urged  to  sit  down  and  make  a 
conscious  decision  as  to  whether 
they  should  accept  gay  clients. 
The  reason  such  a  decision  is 
important  is  because  factors  must 
be  considered  which  will  have  a 
profound  effect  on  the  gay  law¬ 
yer.  First,  are  you,  yourself,  ready 
to  come  out  —  not  only  in  the  gay 
community  but  in  the  legal  com¬ 
munity  as  well?  Second,  you  must 
be  prepared  to  become  a  well 
known  and  sometimes  even  con¬ 
troversial  figure  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  This  is  a  distinction  which 
is  a  necessary  part  of  “taking 
sides”  in  a  dispute,  which,  of 
course,  is  what  attorneys  end  up 
doing  much  of  the  time. 

When  interviewing  a  prospect¬ 
ive  gay  client,  be  realistic  as  to 
what  kind  of  relief  you  can  help 
seek  out  in  the  legal  system.  It  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  do  legal 
research  on  gay  issues.  Up  until 
recently,  the  research  categories  of 
“gay”  or  “homosexual”  were  not 
even  included  in  the  books  and, 
even  now,  many  cases  are  unre¬ 
ported.  Try  to  be  as  professional 
as  possible  in  the  interview  and 
deal  only  with  the  legal  problem. 

It  is  important  not  to  put  yourself 
in  the  therapist/social  worker 
role.  Finally,  try  to  determine 
where  your  client  is  at.  One 
panelist  in  this  workshop  stated 
that  she  finds  that  her  clients 
either  downplay  their  lesbianism 
(claiming  their  unlawful  treatment 
is  the  result  of  anything  but  their 


sexual  preference)  or  overempha¬ 
size  it  (claiming  it  is  the  only 
reason  their  problem  exists). 
Many  cases  fall  somewhere  in  the 
middle. 

When  dealing  with  business 
clients  (for  example,  those  who 
come  to  you  to  draw  up  incorpor¬ 
ation  papers),  do  not  simply  pull 
out  the  necessary  forms  and  begin 
to  fill  them  out.  Instead,  engage  in 
a  serious  discussion  as  to  the 
necessity  for  conflict  resolution 
mechanisms  which  might  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  event  of  disputes  or 
dissolution  of  the  business.  This 
advice  carries  over  into  the 
category  of  relationship  and 
property  agreements  for  couples 
or  other  groups  of  people. 

In  court,  there  are  other  de¬ 
cisions  to  be  made.  Do  you  want 
your  client’s  sexuality  to  be  an 
issue  at  trial?  In  many  situations, 
the  issue  is  brought  up  by  the 
opposition,  sometimes  to  preju¬ 
dice  the  jury  or  the  judge.  When 
this  happens,  there  is  legal 
precedent  for  you  to  move  to 
exclude  such  evidence  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  being  introduced 
solely  for  its  inflammatory  value. 

On  the  criminal  side,  the  panel¬ 
ist  representing  this  issue  was 
Nancy  Gertner,  a  Boston  civil 
rights  attorney,  well  known  for 
her  defense  of  Susan  Saxe,  a 
lesbian  accused  of  murder  by 
virtue  of  the  Felony-Murder  Rule, 
which  serves  to  convict  those 
participating  in  a  felony  (here,  a 
bank  robbery)  with  a  murder  oc¬ 
curring  on  the  scene  (whether  or 
not  the  person  actually  “pulled 
the  trigger”). 

Gertner  detailed  her  role  in  the 
Saxe  trial,  emphasizing  the  de¬ 
cision  of  the  client  to  make  the 
trial  a  political  statement.  Gertner 
explained  her  role  as  an  attorney 
in  that  case  as  one  of  a  compro¬ 
miser  —  deciding  “how  to  make 
the  procedure  true  to  Saxe’s  ideals 
and  not  give  up  on  her.”  This  was 
implemented  by  Gertner’s  re¬ 
searching  and  developing  every 
conceivable  defense  for  the  case 
and  then  presenting  the  informa¬ 
tion  to  Saxe  to  decide  what  would 
be  consistent  with  her  ideals  and 
also  what  would  help  her.  For 
example,  one  political  decision 
that  was  made  was  that  Saxe,  who 
had  not  been  positively  identified 
in  the  bank,  would  not  shift  the 
blame  onto  another  women  (espe¬ 
cially  since  that  would  most  likely 
jeopardize  the  freedom  of  some¬ 
one  active  in  radical  politics). 

Gertner  described  how  the  De¬ 
fense  Committee  and  the  National 
Jury  Project  worked  to  find  and 
select  the  most  representative 
jurors  possible.  In  order  to  get 
permission  for  the  defense  at¬ 
torneys  to  individually  interview 
each  potential  juror  to  determine 
possible  biases,  a  survey  was  taken 
to  determine  the  general  preju¬ 
dices  in  the  area  which  were  held 
against  gays  and  against  Saxe  in 
particular.  In  the  courtroom,  the 
tactic  was  to  give  Saxe  as  much 
visibility  and  ability  to  participate 
as  was  legally  possible.  A  motion 
to  make  her  co-counsel  failed. 
However,  she  was  allowed  to  per¬ 
sonally  announce  the  decision  as 
to  whether  the  defense  accepted  a 
specific  juror  or  not.  Such  actions 
enabled  the  jury  and  the  press  to 
develop  a  rapport  with  Saxe  her¬ 
self  and  led  to  a  more  sensitive 
treatment  of  her  than  was  origin¬ 
ally  expected. 

Gertner  ended  her  presentation 
with  the  following  conclusions:  “I 
learned  something  about  the 
meaning  of  ‘hopeless  cases’  and  I 


learned  something  about  relating 
to  a  strong  woman  client  —  how 
my  skills  can  feed  into  what  she 
wants.” 

The  Lesbian  Luncheon 

When  you’re  in  law  school,  the 
only  dyke  sitting  in  all  of  your 
classes,  it  is  most  encouraging  and 
heartening  to  see  250  lesbians, 
mostly  law  students  and  lawyers, 
sitting  in  a  huge  hotel  banquet 
room  having  lunch.  And  if  that 
wasn’t  enough,  the  speaker  for 
the  afternoon  was  Del  Martin,  co-  j 
author  of  the  classic  Lesbian/  1 
Woman  and  author  of  Battered  i 
Wives. 

The  main  thrust  of  Martin’s 
remarks  centered  around  the  goal 
of  making  lesbians  less  invisible  in 
society.  Martin  asserted  that  les¬ 
bians  are  virtually  non-existent  in  i 
the  public  eye,  “unless  they  want 
to  attack  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment,”  “Since  we  are  invisible, 
we  are  therefore  forgettable,”  she 
explained.  To  counter  this  prob¬ 
lem,  Martin  urged  lesbians  to  be¬ 
come  active  in  mainstream  poli¬ 
tical  organizing  so  as  to  make  us 
“a  viable  minority  for  lesbian 
rights.”  She  saw  the  lesbian 
victory  at  the  1977  International 
women’s  Year  Conference  in 
Houston  as  “our  proudest  mo¬ 
ment,”  and  criticized  the  divisive¬ 
ness  which  killed  the  attempt  to 
form  a  National  Lesbian  Feminist 
Organization. 

Martin  spoke  at  length  about 
politics  in  San  Francisco,  her 
home  town.  She  told  the  story  of 
how  she  and  her  lover,  Phyllis 
Lyon,  received  a  certificate  from 
the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Super-  i 
visors  in  honor  of  the  couple’s 
25fh  year  anniversary.  The  vote  in 
favor  of  granting  Martin  and 
Lyon  the  certificate  was  8-2,  with 
one  dissenting  member  quoted  as 
saying  of  gay  people:  “toleration, 
yes;  glorification,  no.” 

Legal  Challenges  in 
Discrimination  Against  Lesbians 

There  are  many  legal  arguments 
and  strategies  which  have  been 
and  can  be  used  to  fight  against 
the  discrimination  which  we  face 
as  gay  people.  Some,  which  have 
been  tested  in  court,  have  been 
found  to  be  more  successful  than 
others. 

One  strategy  which  is  being  seen 
less  and  less  as  an  effective  one  is 
the  assertion  that  gay  people  are 
protected  by  a  Right  to  Privacy. 
Contrary  to  what  many  people 
believe,  there  is  no  express 
Constitutional  right  to  privacy. 
That  “right”  was  first  expressed 
by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
famous  contraceptive  case  of 
Griswold  v.  Connecticut,  where 
the  Court  extracted  from  the 
“penumbras”  [implications]  of 
many  of  the  amendments  which 
constitute  the  Bill  of  Rights  an 
intent  of  the  Constitutions’ 
framers  to  provide  citizens  with  a 
‘Tight  to  privacy.”  However, 
many  of  the  cases  see  this  as  a 
limited  right,  applicable  only  to 
family  matters  or  those  relating  to 
procreation.  The  most  damaging 
of  the  cases  in  this  category  was 
Doe  v.  Commonwealth’s  Attor¬ 
ney,  an  unsuccessful  attack  upon 
the  constitutionality  of  Virginia’s 
sodomy  laws.  After  the  lower 
Federal  courts  ruled  in  favor  of 
upholding  the  sodomy  laws,  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  summarily 
at  firmed  this  ruling.  This  means, 
that  in  refusing  to  hear  the  case, 
the  nation’s  highest  court  basi¬ 
cally  allowed  the  adverse  ruling  to  ", 
stand  as  law.  A  dissenting  opinion 

Continued  on  page  16 


The  49%  Majority: 


The  Forty-Nine  Percent 
Majority:  The  Male  Sex 
Role 

Addison-  Wesley  Publishing 
Company,  1976 
$7. 95  paperback 

By  Joseph  Interrante 
An  acquaintance, astn ' 
who  served  his  medical  residency 
several  years  ago  in  the  pediatrics 
ward  of  a  Boston  hospital,  was 
shocked  to  discover  that  some  of 
his  male  colleagues  thought  he 
was  gay.  The  reason  was  that  he 
would  pick  up  and  cuddle  the 
children,  and  —  he  was  told  — 
“only  fags  and  women  kiss  ba¬ 
bies.”  This  attitude  is  an  example 
of  sex  role  differentiation,  both  in 
its  sharp  division  between  proper 
male  and  female  behavior  and  in 
its  labeling  of  male  homosexuality 
as  feminine.  In  both  respects,  sex 
role  or  gender  is  an  important  is¬ 
sue  for  gay  men.  It  is  around  gen¬ 
der  identity  that  the  overworked 
cliche,  “the  personal  is  political,” 
takes  on  a  gut-level  concreteness. 
How  have  conceptions  of 
“masculinity”  shaped  the  ways  in 
which  we,  as  “men-identified- 
men,”  relate  to  one  another?  The 
question  of  gender  differences  has 
received  increasing  (and  much 
needed)  attention  over  the  last  de¬ 
cade.  In  spite  of  all  the  discussion, 
however,  our  understanding  of 
masculinity  isn’t  very  profound. 
In  many  cases,  criticism  of  the 
male  role  simply  inverts  the  role 
rather  than  moving  beyond  it. 

The  reasons  for  this  stalemate 
lie  in  the  assumptions  which  we 
bring  to  the  discussion  of  gender. 
These  assumptions  are  quite  ap¬ 
parent  in  the  anthology  of  articles 
titled  The  Forty-Nine  Percent 
Majority.  The  editors  claim  to  ex¬ 
amine  how  “the  human  sex  roles 
of  male  and  female,  and  specifi¬ 
cally  the  male  role  itself,  have 
shaped  and  molded  the  social 
structure  and  social  world  we  live 
in  more  deeply  than  any  other 
single  influence.”  The  articles  are 
organized  around  three  questions: 
(1)  what  constitutes  masculinity  in 
contemporary  America;  (2)  how 
masculinity  is  learned  and  rein¬ 
forced;  (3)  how  men  can  change 
their  role.  Many  of  the  articles  are 
accounts  of  men’s  personal  exper¬ 
iences.  Much  of  what  these  arti¬ 
cles  recount  rings  true:  insensitivi¬ 
ty  born  from  a  fear  of  making 
oneself  vulnerable,  restraints  on 
emotional  expressiveness,  a  stulti¬ 
fying  fixation  on  overachieve¬ 
ment,  and  competitive  aggressive¬ 
ness  containing  implicit  and  expli¬ 
cit  elements  of  violence.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  these  experiences  are  left 
floating  in  the  book.  It  fails  to 
offer  any  systematic  understand¬ 
ing  of  how  these  experiences  inter¬ 
relate,  or  of  how  they  operate 
within  a  system  of  sexual,  class 
and  racial  domination.  For  a  book 
that  claims  to  examine  gender  as  a 
social  role,  there  is  remarkably 
little  mention  in  The  Forty-Nine 


Percent  Majority  of  social  con¬ 
text.  As  a  results,  the  editors  re¬ 
sort  to  abstract  explanations  of  a 
timeless  patriarchy  that  replicates 
the  very  problem  they  seek  to  ana¬ 
lyze. 

The  introduction  to  The  Forty- 
Nine  Percent  Majority  argues  that 
masculinity  shapes  the  behavior  of 
every  man.  This  statement  is  cer¬ 
tainly  true,  but  it  does  not  mean 
that  the  way  in  which  masculinity 
shapes  behavior  is  the  same  for  all 
men.  For  example,  can  we  say  that 
the  black  “boy”  and  the  white 
“master”  in  antebellum  slave  cul¬ 
ture  shared  the  same  male  role? 
They  were  both  “men,”  but  they 
did  not  enjoy  the  same  social 
privileges  accorded  to  men.  David 
and  Brannon  admit  that  the  defin¬ 
ition  of  masculinity  varies  among 
cultures  (men  of  the  Tchambuli 
tribe  of  New  Guinea,  for  example, 
are  expected  to  be  passive).  They 
also  admit  that,  in  industrial  cul¬ 
tures  like  ours,  the  definition  has 
become  “more  specialized  and 
complex.”  Nonetheless,  the  edi¬ 
tors  argue  that  differences  within 
a  culture  are  simply  “variations” 
which  can  be  boiled  down  to  “the 
pure  case”  of  “the  purely  mascu¬ 
line  part  of  a  man’s  image.”  Later 
in  the  same  introduction,  these 
variations  suddenly  turn  into 
“very  distinctive  sex  role  prescrip¬ 
tions”  belonging  to  “cohesive  re¬ 
ligious  and  ethnic  subgroups.” 
Who  are  these  subgroups?  In  the 
footnote  to  this  passage,  the 
editors  list  “Black,  Jewish,  Japan¬ 
ese,  and  Chicano”  people.  Since 
the  significance  of  these  sex  role 
variations  is  “an  issue  we  can’t 
explore  in  detail  here,”  I  wonder 
if  it  would  have  been  more  accu¬ 
rate  to  have  titled  the  book,  The 
Twenty-Five  Percent  Majority: 
The  White  European  Male  Sex 
Role ?  At  best,  ths  kind  of  argu¬ 
mentative  fence-straddling 

abstracts  the  male  sex  role  from 
social  context;  it  separates  the 
analysis  of  masculinity  from  the 
way  in  which  men  actually  live  it. 

To  say  that  masculinity  cuts 
across  class  and  racial  lines  does 
not  mean  that  the  male  role  oper¬ 
ates  similarly  in  these  “sub¬ 
groups,”  any  more  than  the  fact 
that  all  people  grow  up  in  families 
means  that  all  families  are  the 
same.  This  last  point  about  fami¬ 
lies  is  particularly  important,  be¬ 
cause  families  are  the  principal 
instruments  of  sex-role 
socialization.  Other  cultural  insti¬ 
tutions  —  education,  the  sports 
industry,  the  media  —  also  do 
this,  but  it  is  in  the  family  that  the 
child  is  first  taught  what  it  means 
to  be  “a  man.”  Recent  feminist 
work  on  family  structure  has  em¬ 
phasized  the  importance  of  the 
differences  among  families.  For 
example,  Rayna  Rapp  ( Science 
and  Society,  Fall  1978)  argues  that 
upper  class,  middle  class,  working 
class  and  very  poor  families  func¬ 
tion  quite  differently  because  they 
face  very  different  problems  of 
survival.  These  functional  differ- 
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ences  range  from  who  is  consi¬ 
dered  part  of  one’s  “family”  — 
grandparents,  cousins,  friends  un¬ 
related  by  blood  —  to  the  roles 
which  each  member  performs. 
Everyone  has  heard  of  the 
“double-duty”  wife,  who  must 
work  “outside”  the  home  to  sup¬ 
port  her  family  and  must  also  do 
the  housework.  The  important 
question  here,  one  never  asked  by 
The  Forty-Nine  Percent  Majority , 
is  how  this  organization  of  family 
life  affects  the  socialization  of  sex 
roles.  The  one  article  in  the  book 
on  “ghetto  males”  suggests  that 
they  have  both  “mainstream  cul¬ 
ture”  and  “a  specific-ghetto  cul¬ 
ture,”  but  it  does  not  go  into  de¬ 
tail  about  what  this  combination 
means.  Rapp,  however,  concludes 
that  sharp  sex-segregation,  the 
“pure  case”  of  masculine  identi¬ 
ty,  is  a  luxury  of  wealthy  families 
only. 

Rapp  also  concludes  that  the 
public  presentation  of  the  pure 
case  as  something  common  to  all 
families  regardless  of  race  or  eco¬ 
nomic  status  helps  to  perpetuate 
those  forms  of  domination. 
“What  everyone  sees  is  their 
[wealthy  women’s]  womanness  as 
family  members,  rather  than  as 
class  members.  They  influence  our 
cultural  notions  of  what  feminine 
and  familial  behavior  should  be. 
They  simultaneously  become 
symbols  of  domesticity  and  of 
public  service  to  which  others  may 
aspire.  The  very  tiny  percentage  of 
very  wealthy  women  who  live  in  a 
sex-segregated  world  and  have  no 
need  to  work  are  thus  perceived  as 
benevolent  and  admirable  by  a 
much  larger  group  of  women 
whose  relation  to  sex-role  segre¬ 
gation  is  not  nearly  so  benign. 
‘Everybody’  can  yearn  for  a  fam¬ 
ily  in  which  sex-role  segregation  is 
valued;  nobody  else  can  have  a 
family  in  which  it  is  valued  quite 
as  highly  as  theirs.  In  upper  class 
families,  at  least  as  they  present 
themselves  to  ‘the  public,’  we  see  s 
systematic  confusion  of  cultural 
values  with  the  values  of  family 
fortunes.  We  have  here  an  excell¬ 
ent  illustration  of  how  the  ideas  of 


ruling  ideas  ot  society.”  In  the 
same  way,  male  supremacy  ob¬ 
scures  class  and  racial  domination 
by  presenting  men  with  an  image 
of  male  power  which  most  men  do 
not,  in  fact,  experience  in  that 
pure  form.  Thus,  the  image  of  a 
common  “masculinity”  supports 
at  the  same  time  sexual,  econo¬ 
mic  and  racial  domination. 

The  point  here  is  that  gender 
identity  includes  class  and  race  as 
well  as  sex  distinctions.  By  focus¬ 
ing  abstractly  on  sex  divisions. 
The  Forty-Nine  Percent  Majority 
assumes  that  gender  can  be  brok¬ 
en  down  into  component  parts  of 
a  “male  machine”  and  then  reas¬ 
sembled.  But  if  gender  is,  as  the 
editors  claim,  a  social  role,  then  I 
don’t  think  this  separation  makes 
much  sense.  A  working  class  man, 
for  example,  learns  not  only  to  re¬ 
late  to  women  as  “other”  and  in¬ 
ferior  beings;  he  also  learns  to 
relate  to  some  men  as  superior,  as 
“bosses”  who  will  manage  his 
work,  give  him  orders,  yet  also  re¬ 
late  to  him  as  another  man.  These 
various  social  roles  are  not  added 
on  like  parts  of  a  machine.  They 
are  more  like  so  many  dyes  mixed 
together:  they  flow  together  and 
cannot  be  filtered  apart.  Although 
David  and  Brannon  may  want  to 
talk  about  the  “purely  mascu¬ 
line,”  they  would  have  difficulty 
finding  living  embodiments  of 
that  pure  type.  The  point  is  not 
that  we  should  stop  trying  to  un¬ 
derstand  how  masculinity  is 
socially  created.  But  we  should 
not  do  this  in  so  abstract  a  fa¬ 
shion,  in  a  way  that  treats  class 
and  race  as  if  they  were  “ad¬ 
juncts”  to  the  “primary”  division 
of  sex.  Such  an  approach  doesn’t 
have  much  practical  political  use. 

The  same  tendency  to  ignore 
social  context  also  removes  it 
from  historical  context  in  a  way 
that  undermines  the  usefulness  of 
the  book  for  practically  trying  to 
change  male  .  ales.  The  Forty- 
Nine  Percent  Majority  draws  up  a 
“conceptual  model”  of  masculini¬ 
ty  in  contemporary  America.  But 
the  model  is  ambiguous  on  two 
points:  in  what  ways  is  this  a  spe¬ 
cifically  contemporary  role,  and 
exactly  how  does  this  role  “limit 


tial”?  Throughout  history  there 
have  been  many  different  defini¬ 
tions  of  masculinity,  but  each  of 
them  has  supported  a  particular 
form  of  male  domination.  If  men 
simply  take  on  more  “feminine” 
characteristics  this  will  not  guar¬ 
antee  their  divestment  of  power  — 
the  Tchambuli  male,  with  his  deli¬ 
cately  arranged  curls  and  his  culti¬ 
vation  of  art,  music  and  dance,  is 
hardly  less  powerful  in  his  culture 
than  American  men  in  their  own. 
What  is  necessary  is  not  merely  a 
change  in  the  form  of  men’s  be¬ 
havior  (from  the  callous  macho  to 
the  sensitive  sissy?),  but  a  change 
in  its  substance,  in  the  relations  of 
power  which  support  and  create 
that  role. 

The  Forty-NinePercent  Majori¬ 
ty  equates  form  and  substance  be¬ 
cause  the  notion  of  a  “real  poten¬ 
tial”  particular  to  men  assumes 
that  a  pure,  unadulterated  male¬ 
ness  lurks  beneath  the  sex  roles 
which  twist  it  into  limiting  forms. 
Their  implicit  assumption  of  an 
innate  and  universal  male  essence 
contradicts  David’s  and 
Brannon’s  contention  that  mascu¬ 
linity  is  socially  created.  Like 
much  American  behavioralist 
work  on  sex  roles,  it  completely 
ignores  the  psychological.  It 
cannot  move  beyond  the  dichoto¬ 
my  of  mascuine/feminine  because 
it  begins  with  these  categories. 
This  question  of  gender  categories 
themselves  has  been  receiving  in¬ 
creasing  attention  among  femin¬ 
ists  and  sexual  liberationists  in 
England  (the  journal  m/f),  France 
(the  work  of  Deleuze  and  Guat- 
tari),  and  Australia  (the  Working 
Papers  collective).  They  argue 
that  there  is  no  innate  sexuality  — 
masculine,  feminine  or  otherwise, 
before  or  beyond  the  process  of 
socialization,  which  turns  “poly¬ 
morphous”  infanc  into  singular¬ 
ly-directed  sexed  individuals.  It  is 
here  that  the  history  of  the  control 
of  homosexual  behavior  as  a 
means  of  perpetuating  sex  roles 
becomes  decisive  to  the  under¬ 
standing  of  gender.  The  article  on 
homophobia  in  this  book  dis¬ 
cusses  men’s  fear  of  homosexual¬ 
ity.  Unfortunately,  the  abstract 


the  ruling  class  become  part  of  the  and  divert”  men’s  “real  Doten- 


notion  of  homnnhnhia  as  a  nrn- 
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Conferences 


Continued  from  Page  14 
to  the  summary  affirmance  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  claim  of  unconsti¬ 
tutionality  calling  the  right  to 
privacy  an  individual  right. 
Unfortunately,  this  view  has  not 
prevailed  in  the  present  Supreme 
Court. 

We  have  been  much  more  suc¬ 
cessful  in  the  area  of  Freedom  of 
Speech.  This  is  the  category  under 
which  most  of  the  gay  student 
group  cases  fall.  The  right  to  a 
public  forum  was  the  winning 
argument  for  a  Rhode  Island  gay 
organization  which  was  denied 
meeting  space  by  a  government 
entity.  The  court  in  this  case  [the 
group’s  name  was  Toward  A 
Gayer  Bicentennial]  admitted  the 
illegal  nature  of  homosexual 
activity,  but  ruled  in  favor  of  the 
gay  group,  declaring  that  the 
Bicentennial  celebration  was  in 
commemoration  of  one  of  the 
most  illegal  acts  in  history! 

Two  additional  areas  of  consti¬ 
tutional  law  which  may  be  helpful 
are  what  is  known  as  “Due  Pro¬ 
cess  of  Law”  and  “Equal  Protec¬ 
tion  Under  the  Law.”  These 
protections  arise  from  the  14th 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution. 
They  are  used  when  a  piece  of 
legislation  is  drafted  which 
classifies  one  group  of  citizens 
differently  than  all  other  groups. 
If  the  classification  is  drawn  so  as 
to  prevent  a  clear  understanding 
of  what  the  prohibited  behaviors 
are,  the  legislation  is  said  to  be 
void  because  of  vagueness  [a 
major  argument  used  against  the 
Briggs  Initiative],  Usually  in  such 
cases,  courts  apply  a  balancing 
test.  They  weigh  the  action  of  the 
state  against  the  jeopardized 
individual  interest. 

In  discussing  a  military  dis¬ 
charge  case  now  going  on  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  one  of  the  panelists  stated 
that  the  court  found  that  the 
servicewoman  had  “an  interest 
not  to  be  stigmatized”  because  of 
her  adverse  treatment  by  the 
military.  The  court  declared  that 
the  woman  must  be  individually 
unfit  to  serve.  This  ruling  is 
similar  to  the  one  made  in  the 
Matlovich  case  in  which  the  court 
announced  that  homosexuality 
alone  would  no  longer  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  proper  reason  for  dis¬ 
honorable  discharge. 

Outside  the  realm  of  constitu¬ 
tional  arguments,  there  is  a  small 
amount  of  legal  protection  afford¬ 
ed  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Various 
city  ordinances,  mostly  prohibit¬ 
ing  discrimination  in  public  em¬ 
ployment  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference,  and  some  executive 
orders,  have  been  passed  or  issued 
in  a  small  number  of  cities  and  in 
one  state  (Pennsylvania).  Un¬ 
fortunately,  Title  VII  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Act  of  1964  which  protects 
racial  minorities  and  women  has 
been  construed  by  the  courts  not 
to  include  gay  people.  The  two 
arguments  which  have  been  used 
to  bring  us  under  Title  VII, 
namely  that  sexual  preference 
should  be  included  by  implication, 
or  that  discrimination  on  the 
grounds  of  sexual  orientation  is 
indeed  sex  discrimination,  have 
both  failed.  The  only  way  we  .an 
receive  such  protection  will  be 
through  the  legislature  (Congress) 
itself,  not  through  the  courts. 

First  Amendment  Law 
for  Demonstrators 
Although  this  workshop  was 
not  directed  specifically  at 
lesbians  or  the  gay  movement,  the 
body  of  law  which  conies  under 
this  category  is  of  extreme  im¬ 
portance  to  our  cause. 

Before  a  demonstration  can 
occur,  many  decisions  must  be 
made.  Does  the  group  want  to  go 
through  all  the  proper  legal  chan¬ 
nels  and  secure  a  permit  and  po¬ 
lice  protection?  If  the  political 


statement  to  be  made  is  not  one  in 
which  obeying  the  law  seems  ap¬ 
propriate,  the  organizers  must 
make  plans  to  either  guard  against 
arrest  or  to  prepare  for  it  [this  is 
when  a  bail  plan  becomes  im¬ 
portant]. 

It  is  essential  to  know  with 
whom  you  are  dealing.  Who  are 
the  cops  who  specialize  in  dem¬ 
onstration  control?  Try  and 
include  in  your  demonstration 
some  people  who  know  the  indi¬ 
vidual  police  people  who  will  be 
coming  onto  the  scene.  This  may 
discourage  the  police  from 
arresting  everyone. 

If  you  plan  to  get  a  permit, 
know  exactly  whonuogotto,  what 
to  say,  and  how  much  time  to 
allow  yourselves.  A  good  idea  is  to 
put  together  a  Demonstration 
Sourcebook,  outlining  the  local 
laws  and  procedures.  This  kind  of 
formal,  written  statement  will  be  a 
big  help  when  you  start  to  recruit 
legal  support  people  and  will  help 
the  demonstrators  themselves 
make  informed  decisions. 

If  those  opposing  you  [usually 
the  local  government]  seek  to  go 
into  court  to  stop  your  activity 
even  before  it  begins,  you  can 
challenge  the  constitutionality  of 
any  such  orders  issued  by  the 
court  (called  Temporary  Restrain¬ 
ing  Orders)  as  long  as  you  have 
not  disobeyed  the  order.  In  many 
places,  if  issues  of  free  speech  are 
involved,  courts  require  both 
parties  to  be  present  at  a  hearing 
on  the  potential  problems  that  the 
demonstration  will  cause. 

Sometimes  you  will  find  your¬ 
self  on  the  opposite  side  ot  the 
fence.  That  is,  you  will  be  the  one 
seeking  the  Temporary  Restrain¬ 
ing  Order.  This  is  a  frequent  tactic 
of  Pro-Choice  people  who  must 
defend  the  operation  of  abortion 
clinics  against  harassment  and 
violence  by  the  Anti-Choice 
movement.  In  such  cases,  you  are 
aided  by  a  federal  law  which 
makes  it  a  crime  for  anyone  to 
willfully  interfere  with  another’s 
constitutional  rights. 

Domestic  Relations — 

The  Lesbian  Relationship 

A  gay  or  lesbian  couple’s  own¬ 
ership  of  property  and  other  legal 
issues  incident  to  a  lover  relation¬ 
ship  is  probably  the  aspect  of 
“gay  law”  which  is  becoming 
more  and  more  well  known  to  all 
of  us.  Although  our  relationships 
are  far  from  legally  recognized  or 
accepted,  our  relationships  as 
business  partners  (for  those  who 
own  their  own  homes  or  have 
common  property  interests)  is  an 
“in”  we  can  have  with  the  courts. 

Many  gay  people  buy  real  prop¬ 
erty  as  joint  tenants.  This  means 
that  each  one  owns  50%  of  the 
whole  and  there  is  a  right  of 
survivorship  (meaning  that  if  one 
dies,  the  other  is  deemed  owner  of 
the  entire  interest  in  the  property), 
This  type  of  ownership  arrange¬ 
ment  defeats  the  claims  of  others 
who  may  want  the  property. 
There  are,  however,  certain  tax 
consequences  in  many  states  once 
a  property  owned  in  joint  tenancy 
is  sold  or  converted  into  another 
form  of  ownership.  These  should 
be  checked  out  ahead  of  time. 

Most  attorneys  these  days  are 
strongly  encouraging  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  Relationship  Contracts  or 
Property  Agreements  for  gay  and 
lesbian  couples.  These  are 
important  because  they  insure  a 
means  of  conflict  resolution  and 
property  distribution  in  the  event 
of  a  breakup  or  the  death  of  one 
of  the  partners.  Basically,  these 
agreements  detail  the  property 
owned  jointly  (who  paid  how 
much,  who  gets  what  upon  break¬ 
up)  and  the  property  owned 
separately  (whatbelongstowhcm). 
Additions  that  are  made  to  these 
lists  should  be  initialed  and  dated. 


It  is  important  to  state  in  the 
contract  that  both  parties  have 
disclosed  to  one  another  all 
property  that  is  owned  by  each. 
Also,  attorneys  urge  their  clients 
to  keep  their  property  agreements 
separate  from  any  agreements 
made  concerning  the  relationship 
itself  (e.g.,  household  chores, 
monogamy)  because  the  enforce¬ 
ability  of  the  latter  agreements  by 
a  court  is  very  doubtful.  If  these 
provisions  are  in  one  document, 
include  in  the  document  a  provis¬ 
ion  which  states  that  if  any 
sections  of  the  contract  are 
declared  unenforceable,  they  are 
severed  from  the  body  of  the 
contract  without  any  prejudice  to 
the  rest  of  the  agreement. 

Other  suggested  provisions  were 
mediation  agreements  (the 
method  by  which  disputes  will  be 
settled);  agreements  pertaining  to 
financial  resources  (who  contrib¬ 
utes  what  and  how  the  money  is 
spent);  and  any  agreements 
concerning  either  party’s  children 
(their  interests  in  the  property, 
their  care  and  maintenance  after 
the  death  of  the  biological 
parent). 

Relationship  Contracts  are  be¬ 
coming  increasingly  important  be¬ 
cause  of  such  court  decisions  as 
the  one  in  the  much  publicized 
case  of  Marvin  v.  Marvin.  The 
California  Supreme  Court  de¬ 
clared  that  an  unmarried  couple 
(male  and  female)  who  have  been 
living  in  a  marriage-like  relation¬ 
ship  had  some  property  rights 
with  respect  to  one  another  upon 
dissolution  of  the  relationship. 
Basically,  if  there  is  no  written  or 
oral  contract  that  can  be  proven, 
the  court  will  ferret  out  an  implied 
contract  from  the  evidence  pre¬ 
sented  and  will  fashion  an  approp¬ 
riate  remedy  for  the  injured  party. 
To  protect  yourself,  it  is  wise  to 
write  everying  out.  This  way,  if 
Marvin  and  the  line  of  cases 
falling  under  it  is  ever  applied  to 
gay  people,  the  parties  will  have 
made  their  own  agreements,  in¬ 
stead  of  having  the  court  make 
them  itself. 

Other  smaller  topics  presented 
were  protections  of  which  we  can 
take  advantage  which  will  insulate 
us  from  the  claims  of  hostile  third 
parties.  Drawing  up  a  will  (instead 
of  allowing  your  property  to  pass 
under  the  Laws  of  Intestacy  which 
leave  your  estate  to  your  blood 
relatives)  is  most  important  in 
providing  for  a  lover  or  for 
friends.  Powers  of  Attorney  and 
Medical  Consent  forms  allow  one 
lover  to  make  the  kind  of  im¬ 
portant  decisions  both  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  other’s  business 
matters  and  with  respect  to  the 
other’s  health  in  times  of  crisis 
and  disability.  The  amount  of 
protection  these  methods  afford 
varies  greatly  from  state  to  state. 

Lastly,  the  availability  of  pri¬ 
vate  adoption  (that  is,  adoption 
not  taking  place  through  an 
agency)  is  becoming  more  of  a 
reality  for  gay  couples,  but  the 
papers  drawn  up  only  permit  one 
adult  to  be  the  legal  parent  of  the 
child. 

Many  lesbians  who  are  investi¬ 
gating  the  feasibility  of  artificial 
insemination  should  be  cautioned 
that  there  is  little  law  on  the  books 
in  this  growing  area.  One  thing  to 
know  and  to  prepare  for  is  that 
the  donor  who  can  prove  paternity 
(if  you  do  not  use  a  sperm  bank) 
may  have  custody,  and  visitation 
rights  once  the  child  is  born. 

All  in  all,  I  thought  it  was  an 
enjoyable  and  informative  con¬ 
ference.  I  was  impresssed  with  all 
the  lesbians  who  are  doing  great 
things  for  us  in  the  legal  system 
and  I  was  simply  amazed  at  the 
growth  of  the  field  of  “gay  and 
lesbian  law.” 
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He  Looks  Like  Tarzan 
But  He  Talks  Like  Jane 


By  Greg  Jackson 

For  a  long  time  now  I  have  been 
convinced  of  the  need  for  truth- 
in-packaging  protection  for  the 
gay  male  who  is  looking  for  sexual 
adventure,  camaraderie  or  any 
kind  of  liaison  with  other  gay 
men.  Clothes  tell  us  a  great  deal 
about  the  wearer,  and  gay  men, 
more  than  any  other  group  it 
seems,  use  clothes  to  make  a  state¬ 
ment  about  themselves.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  this  statement  is  often  far 
from  the  truth. 

Show  me  a  man  who  has  on  a 
button-down  Oxford  cloth  shirt, 
L.L.  Bean  corduroys  supported 
by  a  belt  with  tiny  whales,  and 
tassled  oxblood  loafers,  and  I  will 
be  able  to  tell  you  a  lot  about  this 
man.  He  lives  on  the  North  Shore, 
drives  a  BMW,  if  he  is  single,  or  a 
Volvo  wagon,  if  he  is  married  (if 
married,  his  wife  is  a  six  foot 
blonde  with  equine  features), 
either  works  as  a  lawyer  or  in  his 
father’s  business,  plays  tennis, 
sails  and  votes  Republican. 

Show  me  a  man  in  an  EMS 
down  parka,  Chamois  shirt,  jeans 
and  hiking  boots,  and  I  will  ad¬ 
mire  him  longingly.  This  man  hits 
the  slopes  at  Killington  and  North 
Conway  in  the  winter,  hikes  the 
Appalachian  Trail  in  the  summer, 
and  lives  with  a  liberated  woman 
without  benefit  of  clergy  year- 
round. 

Show  me  a  man  decked  out  in  a 
leather  jacket,  work  boots,  and  a 
plaid  flannel  shirt,  and  three 
things  are  immediately  evident. 
He  does  not  own  a  motorcycle.  He 
is  not  a  construction  worker.  He  is 
not  a  lumberjack.  He  is  a  fantasy- 
filled  faggot  guilty  of  false  adver¬ 
tising.  He  has  never  even  been  on 
a  motorcycle;  he  drives  every¬ 
where  in  his  Olds  88  with  Cruisa- 
matic.  The  only  construction 
work  he  has  ever  done  is  window- 
dressing  for  Filene’s;  for  this  job, 
he  works  in  stockinged  feet.  Work 
shoes  are  strictly  for  the  bars.  And 
if  he  ever  found  himself  deep  in 
the  woods,  he  would  not  know 
what  to  do.  The  only  forest 
sounds  he  wants  to  hear  are  on  a 
Deutsche  Grammaphon  recording 
of  Wagner,  the  only  pungent  smell 
he  likes  to  sniff  is  Locker  Room  or 
Rush. 

These  Marlboro  Men  clones  are 
denizens  familiar  to  any  urban  gay 
area.  From  Christopher  Street  to 
Castro  Street,  these  men  are  ped¬ 
dling  the  same  message.  I’m 
butch,  a  macho  man.  Well,  it  ain’t 
necessarily  so.  In  fact,  as  a  general 
rule  of  thumb,  the  butcher  the  get- 
up,  the  nellier  the  wearer.  This 
seems  particularly  true  of  Boston. 
If  you  don’t  believe  it,  try  these 
experiments  the  next  time  you’re,, 
in  one  of  Boston’s  Naugahyde  — 
excuse  me,  leather  —  bars. 

Move  within  listening  range  of 
the  knot  of  men  wearing  the  most 
leather  and  dangling  the  most 
keys.  Are  they  heatedly  debating 
the  relative  merits  of  BMW  cycles 
and  Harley-Davidsons?  No?  Talk¬ 
ing  about  the  homophobic  street 

Masculinity 

Continued  from  Page  15 
duct  ot  repressed  Homosexuality 
amounts  to  a  hydraulic  theory  of 
sexuality  (if  you  press  down  there, 
it  must  come  out  over  there)  which 
cannot  account  for  the  (limited) 
liberalization  of  attitudes  that  has 
taken  place,  or  any  shift  of  hostili¬ 
ty  to  other  forms  of  sexual  be¬ 
havior.  And  by  failing  to  account 
for  these  changes  in  the  social  po¬ 
sition  of  gay  men,  The  Forty-Nine 
Percent  Majority  cannot  help  us 
make  sense  of  the  changes  cur¬ 
rently  taking  place  in  the  male  sex 
role. 

The  pervasiveness  of  economic 
and  racial  divisions  among  men 


punks  they  roughted  up  on  the 
way  to  the  bar?  No?  Swapping 
quiche  recipes  for  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  brunch?  Yup! 

Walk  up  to  a  lone  leather  freak 
and  ask,  “Hey,  mack,  whadya 
think  of  the  Sox’s  chances  of 
taking  the  pennant  this  year?” 
Startled,  he  will  stammer  a  non- 
commital  reply.  Then  give  him  a 
break  and  ask  him  who  has  a  bet¬ 
ter  voice,  Beverly  Sills  or  Birgit 
Nilsson?  Be  prepared  for  a  45 
minute  answer. 

Follow  to  the  bar  that  guy  who 
is  wearing  leather  chaps,  leather 
vest,  boots,  and  earrings  through 
his  nipples.  Does  he  order  Scotch- 
on-the-rocks  in  a  low,  mean 
voice?  No?  A  Bud?  No?  A  grass¬ 
hopper,  heavy  on  the  creme  de 
menthe?  Right! 

Another  way  by  which  gay  men 
attempt  the  macho  look  is  through 
weight-lifting.  They  spend  gruel¬ 
ing  hours  in  the  gym  pumping  iron 
in  order  to  stand  around  the  bars 
in  too  small  tank  top  t-shirts  on  a 
cold  winter  night  catching  cold. 

Although  I  am  a  gay  man  of 
feminist  orientation,  I  am  not 
anti-conventional  physical  mascu¬ 
linity.  Firm,  round  biceps,  well- 
defined  pecs,  flat  stomachs  and 
muscular  claves  drive  me  to  dis¬ 
traction.  These  physical  aspects  of 
the  male  anatomy  turn  me  on  — 
up  to  a  point.  The  point  of  natur¬ 
alness.  It  is  fairly  easy  to  add 
inches  to  the  chest  and  biceps  in  a 
gym.  But  fags  do  not  know  when 
to  stop  working  on  the  chest. 
They  definitely  ought  to  stop 
before  they  need  a  D-cup  to  hold 
it  all  up. 

The  bars  are  filled  with  men 
who  have  developed  their  chests  to 
grotesque  proportions.  They  are 
able  to  say,  with  Sutherland  in 
Dancer  from  the  Dance,  “At  last  I 
have  tits  larger  that  my 
mother’s.”  Below  these  protuber¬ 
ant  chests,  however,  are  protuber¬ 
ant  stomachs  and  supporting  it  all 
is  a  pair  of  skinny,  underdevel¬ 
oped  legs.  It  is  nearly  impossible 
to  flatten  a  stomach  or  develop 
muscular  thighs  with  barbells  and 
weights.  This  kind  of  development 
takes  real  effort.  Real  jock  effort. 
Like  swimming  or  jogging.  Base¬ 
ball.  Even  football.  But  these  are 
activities  the  typical  gay  weight- 
lifter  is  unfamiliar  with. 

When  called  upon  to  function 
in  an  even  remotely  “masculine” 
capacity,  these  men  are  helpless. 
For  instance,  one  icy  morning  this 
winter,  I  found  I  needed  a  jump  to 
start  my  car.  A  gay  neighbor  was 
getting  into  his  van,  so  I  hailed 
him  for  assistance.  He  hesitated, 
frowned,  and  finally  replied 
through  tightly  pursed  lips, 
“Well,  okay,  if  you  know  the  pro¬ 
cedure.  /don’t.” 

I  was  shocked  at  his  attitude 
through  the  whole  operation.  The 
expression  of  distaste  on  his  face 
would  have  been  understandable 
if  I  had  handed  him  a  paper  bag 
and  asked  him  to  pick  up  all  the 
dog  turds  on  Beacon  Hill.  All  I 


does  not  mean  that  men  do  not 
share  a  common  experience.  How¬ 
ever,  we  need  to  recognize  that  the 
**  roots  of  our  common  experience 
as  men  comes,  not  from  a  pre¬ 
given  entity  called  “maleness,” 
but  from  our  learned  participation 
in  a  system  of  masculinist  oppres¬ 
sion.  As  gay  people,  we  recognize 
that  we  share  an  experience  of  op¬ 
pression  even  though  we  deal  with 
that  experience  in  a  variety  of 
ways.  Similarly,  men  are  strategi¬ 
cally  a  homogenous  group  even 
though  in  actuality  we  possess  tre¬ 
mendous  diversity.  This  means 
that  any  analysis  of  male  roles 
needs  to  keep  men’s  (differing) 


had  asked  for,  however,  was  a 
jump  on  a  cold  morning,  some¬ 
thing  so  simple  a  jackass  could 
perform  it.  No  delicate  procedure 
is  required. 

Now,  if  appearances  weren’t 
deceiving,  this  man  certainly 
should  not  have  reacted  in  such  a 
manner.  He  certainly  advertises 
himself  as  a  “real”  man.  Three 
times  a  week  he  goes  off  to  the 
gym  to  lift  weights.  His  efforts 
pay  off:  he  looks  like  an  Arnold 
Schwartzenegger  in  miniature.  To 
show  off  this  physique,  he  wears  a 
too-tight  t-shirt.  During  prime 
bar  hours,  he  leaves  the  house 
wearing  the  rest  of  his  drag  — 
leather  jacket,  Levi’s,  boots,  and 
bandanas  in  the  hip  pocket. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  my  chance 
encounter  with  this  wundermann 
one  cold  February  morning,  I 
might  have  remained  a  naive  con¬ 
sumer,  unaware  that  the  packag¬ 
ing  must  not  be  confused  with  the 
product.  But,  what  about  others 
who  are  not  as  lucky?  What  about 
the  thousands  of  gay  men  who  go 
to  the  bars  and  baths,  pick  up 
what  appears  to  be  a  “real”  man, 
and  do  not  find  out  differently 
until  their  car  won’t  start? 

Obviously,  some  protection  is 
needed  for  these  unsuspecting 
consumers.  Perhaps  working 
within  an  already  established  sys¬ 
tem  would  be  the  most  effective 
means  to  set  up  such  protection. 
By  now,  most  gay  men  recognize 
that  a  blue  bandana  in  the  left 
pocket  means  one  thing;  a  red  one 
in  the  right  pocket  means  some¬ 
thing  very  different.  Just  what 
each  means  is  still  unclear,  of 
course. 

I  propose  that  a  committee  of 
concerned  individuals  revamp  this 
colorful  system  of  communica¬ 
tion.  The  positioning  and  color  of 
these  bandanas  could  discreetly 
conVey  to  anyone  interested  to 
just  what  degree  the  wearer’s 
butch  get-up  reflects  his  true 
nature.  For  example,  a  green  ban¬ 
dana  would  no  longer  mean  oral- 
active  or  anal-passive  or  whatever. 
Instead,  it  might  mean  that  the 
wearer  would  go  home  with  any¬ 
one  just  to  get  the  hell  out  of  those 
cramped  boots  and  hot  leather 
and  slip  into  something  cool  and 
flowing  like  his  favorite  caftan. 

So  many  beautifully  colored 
bandanas  are  available  that  a  wide 
range  of  individual  predilections 
and  lifestyles  could  be  represented 
within  existing  patterns  and 
colors.  But  if  demand  exceeds 
supply,  and  more  types  of  ban¬ 
danas  are  needed  than  are  now 
available,  then  an  artists’  com¬ 
petition  for  new  colors  and  pat¬ 
terns  could  be  announced.  Just  as 
all  professions  and  nationalities 
have  their  own  patron  saints, 
every  gradation  of  macho  gay  men 
would  have  its  own  special  ban¬ 
dana. 

Anyone  interested  in  serving  on 
this  committee  may  contact  me 
c/o  GCN. 


enjoyments  of  privilege  central  to 
that  analysis.  It  cannot  pay  lip  ser¬ 
vice  to  that  privilege,  as  this  book 
does,  and  concentrate  its  attention 
on  how  men  are  “wounded”  by 
that  role.  Without  a  recognition 
of  privilege  there  is  certainly  no 
way  to  explain  why  men  maintain 
the  role.  On  the  other  hand,  a  re¬ 
cognition  of  privilege  should  not 
be  allowed  to  degenerate  into 
paralyzing  guilt  (“victims  of  the 
very  songs  we  sing”).  The  point 
behind  men’s  self-examination  of 
the  way  in  which  masculinity  is 
created  and  maintained  is,  after 
all,  not  simply  to  understand  that 
process,  but  to  change  it. 


:  HAIR  I  AM  : 

CORRECTIVE  AND 
CREATIVE  HAIR  COLORING, 
CUTTING  AND 
PERMANENT  WAVING 


10%  off  on  all  services 

with  this  ad  —  good  through  April  30 

r 


i 

MON.-FRI.  10  AM-8  PM  SAT.  11  AM-6  PM 

89  Charles  St.  523-9719 

at  Beacon  Hill  523-9734 


MANICURES 
PEDICURES 
SCULPTURE 
NAILS 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

.STATION  423-4340 


•Direct  from  New  York 

Fred  Halstead’s  “Truck  It” 

&  Jean  Genet’s  “Chant  d’Amour” 


“Leather  Men” 
and  “Young  Stallions” 


Boston's  Best  AN  Mate  Show! 


The  Finest  in  X-Rated  All  Male 
Movies  is  Now  in  Both  Cinemas  1&  2 


(ART, 


162 


204  T remont  St. 
Boston  482-466  I 


1 


Gemini 


AND 


God 

Created  Man 

Continuous  from  10  AM 


Two  Days  in 
A  Hot  Place 


AND 


Secret  Tablets 
Of  Rama 

Continuous  from  10  AM 


New  Show  Each  Week 
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Classifieds 


JUST  FRIENDS 


Just  Friends  is  a  new  section  devoted' 
entirely  to  the  concept  of  simple  human 
contact.  If  you  seek  a  lover  or  a  room¬ 
mate,  this  is  the  wrong  column.  If  you 
want  to  communicate  with  and/or  meet 
other  gays  to  exchange  ideas  or  socialize 
without  the  expectation  of  sexual  gratifi¬ 
cation,  you  may  send  an  ad  in  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  for  just  $3.00  for  up  to  50  words 
(longer  ads,  5f  each  additional  word)  plus 
a  headline  of  no  more  than  25  characters 
Write  the  ad  copy  on  a  plain  piece  of 
paper  or  use  our  form  if  it  all  fits.  Be  sure 
to  include  your  name,  address  and  phone 
number  for  our  files,  not  necessarily  the 
ad  You  c  an! have  a  forwarding  bx  for  $3 
for  6  wks  or  a  pick-up  box  for  $1  for  6  wks. 
This  section  is  for  both  individuals  and 
couples,  not  organizations  or  groups.  We 
hope  men  and  women  will  seek  friends  of 
the  opposite  as  well  as  the  same  sex.  Any 
ad  that  is  clearly  a  personal  rather  than  a 
friendship  ad  will  be  returned  for  proper 
payment  at  the  persona^  rate. 

GWM,  28  interested  in  meeting  others 
into  puppetry,  ventriloquism,  masks,  cos¬ 
tumes  (esp.  animal  costumes),  disguises, 
theatrical  make-up,  etc.  Write  P.O.  Box 
14622,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. _ (40) 

WOMEN  MOTORCYCLISTS 
with  spring  just  around  the  corner  now  is 
the  time '0  get  together  and  plan  some 
weekend  trips.  White  Mnts,  P'town? 
Wherever  we  want  to  go.  Call  Cheryl  in 
Nashua,  NH  (603)882-0691, _ (38) 


Wealthy  WM  lovers  35  &  20  with  luxury 
car!  apt!!  want  guys  for  pood  times  inc 
dirty  movies,  fooling  around!  You  must  B 
masculine,  versatile,  under  28  with  great 
build.  Hopefully  you  will  call  between 
6-11  pm,  or  Iv  message  10  am-6  pm.  Scott 
&  Peter  322-0090. _ (41) 

Man,  35  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy  physically 
fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and  making 
things,  wilderness,  canoeing,  music,  art, 
swimming,  kids,  dogs,  horses,  ice  cream, 
TV,  movies,  bks,  being  w/friends,  being 
alone,  loving,  talking,  laughing,  staying 
home,  going  out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don’t 
like:  Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want-ad 
to  meet  someone.  Considered  attractive, 
6',  180,  personable,  reasonably  bright, 
versatile,  warm,  independent,  stable. 
Photo  not  essential,  but  would  be  appre¬ 
ciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362,  Station  K, 
Toronto.  Canada. _ 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to-GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 

02108, _ 


SERVICES 


MASSli-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler.  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  ACSW) 

By  Appointment 

4603)  224-5600  Concord. 


S  ME  GWM,  34,  seeks  new  M/F  friends 
in  Sanford.  Berwicks,  Kittery-Eliot,  & 
Ptsmh,  NH  areas.  Friends  are  a  second 
existence!  Wish  to  develop  solid,  stable 
social  relationships,  not  sexual  adven¬ 
tures,  to  supplement  a  rather  solitary  day- 
to-day  life  in  rural  environment  in  Maine. 
Write  B.  Harrison,  Box  839,  Sanford,  ME 
04073.  Thanks  for  reading  this.  (39) 


WOMEN'S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL 

For  women,  their  friends,  and  families. 

(617)  861-8824  Lexington,  Mats. 


PHOTOGRAPHY  PORTRAITURE 
Hire  a  professional  photographer  for  a 
special  occasion  or  have  a  portrait  taken 
of  you  &/or  your  lover  —  at  our  studio  or 
in  your  own  home.  Call  T  &  H  Studio 
468-3012.  _ '  _ (38) 


Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings. 

_  _  (GH) 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
Presents 

Enrichment:  A  Program  for  Lesbian 
And  Gay  Couples 

Contact  Frank  Ring  (617)  965-1311  (39) 

Landscape  and  gardening,  experienced 
in  all  types  of  landscape  work.  Phone  Bob , 
Toscano  (617)267-6188. _ (40) 1 

RENOVATIONS 

Interior  carpentry  and  painting.  All  jobs 
large  and  small.  Call  Ginny  Hodgdon 
787-9583. _  (41) 

GAY  RECOVERING  ALCOHOLICS 
Inti  Gay  Meeting  Directory.  Covers  32 
states,  5  foreign  countries.  Gay  Alcoholic 
Pamphlet,  Al-Anon  and  other  facilities 
lists.  Tucker,  PO  Box  4623,  Arlington,  VA 
22204.  (39) 

Insurance  Needs  &  Money  Management 
ROBERT  A.  MAIBOR 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
 237-4900  &  963-3464  (30) 

C  &  B  BUILDING 

Carpentry,  renovations,  repairs  &  paint¬ 
ing.  Interior  &  exterior.  Free  estimates, 
Mark  445-6676;  Jim  524-2152. _ (ex) 


COME  TO  PROVINCETOWN 

Find  out  why  so  many  guys  visit  Pro- 
vincetown  at  this  time  of  year.  Carl  s 
Guest  House,  68  Bradford  St.,  Province- 
town,  MA  487-1650 


APARTMENTS 


By  the  PRU,  clean,  attractive  1  bedroom 
apt,  heat  included.  Elec  stove,  refrig, 
warm,  friendly  bldg.  $210/mo.  Call 
267-7422. _ (39) 

Beacon  Hill  1  bedroom  apartment  with 
eat-in  kitchen  available  immed.  Includes 
heat  &  hot  water  $240  per  month.  Good 
people  only.  783-2100. _ (39) 


SOUTH  END  STUDIOS 
Studio  apartments,  renovated.  All  gay 
building,  laundry.  Shawmut  Ave.  Deposit 
reqd.  $175/mo  util  inc.-536-1613.  Keep  try- 
ing! ! !  Mornings  or  evenings. _ (39) 


Jamaica  Plain  —  employed  lesbian,  24  + 
to  share  2  bdrm  apt  w/prof  woman.  Must 
be  resp  &  neat/share  chores.  No  alcohol/ 
drugs.  Near  Orange  &  Green  lines.  Sorry 
no  dogs.  $95  + /mo.  522-3962.  Keep  try- 

1 1Q9J _ _ _ _ _ (38) 

1  4  lesbian  feminists  seek  woman  to  share 
our  home  in  Jamaica  Plain.  90  plus  util. 
Possible  sublet  or  perm.  Call  524-6209.  (39) 

GM  has  apt  to  share  on  the  Hill 
Pro-Feminist-  vegetarian  musician 
Wants  open  growing  man,  long-term 
Share  cooking  +  $125mo+ utilities 

Andrew.  Keep  trying.  367-9064,  (37) 


FOR  SALE 


PERSONALS 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

Plus  ca  change.'plus  c’est  la  meme  chose. 
Around  and  around  the  same 
unbreakable  circle,  unanswerable 
conjecture  only,  and  who  knows 
where  it  stops  or  where  it  goes? 

1  love  you.  All  my  love.  Porcupine. 

UNO  UNO 

Working  again.  No  spring,  but  plenty  of 
rain.  Maybe  pretty  flowers  coming. 

DR.  B. 

You  make  the  moon  come  up. 

JT  (38) 

RUNNER  MANHATTAN 

GM  who  is  a  runner  (1  run  in  Central  Park  3 
times  a  week  —  6  miles)  would  like  to 
meet  other  GM  to  start  to  train  for  NYC 
Marathon.  Please  only  serious  runners. 
Include  phone  #.  Write  GCN  Box  30.  (40) 

ARE  YOU  LONELY? 

GWM  —  attractive  non  professional 
blonde  30  yrs  old,  brown  eyes,  5  ft  11", 
seeks  GWM  25-33  for  friendship  &  quiet 
times.  Main  interests  are  music  &  watch¬ 
ing  old  movies  on  TV.  Not  into  bar  scene. 
Write  N.A.,  66  Central  St.,  Ipswich,  MA 
01938.  Picture  (facial)  answered  first.  (39) 

BALD  &  UNCUT,  INTO  SMELL  &  TASTE 
GWM,  40,  bald,  S/P,  brd,  hry  chst  &  Igs, 
uncut,  Iv  tste  &  sml  of  M  sx,  skg  uncut, 
masc  std,  28-40.  Must  be  Gr  A,  no  ferns, 
fats,  cl  cuts,  Iv  to  hr  fr  country  boys  who 
pick  up  my  vibes  &  scene.  R  U  ripe  now? 
GCN  Box  29.  (42) 

4  summer  fun  &  profit  C  my  ad  N  the 
Esplanade  Help  Wanted  column.  Earn  up 
to  $375/week  (40  positions)  or  houseboy 
situation.  Mr  C  536-2731,  4  details.  B  4  U 
call,  C  Cape  Cod  ad  first  N  Esplanade  edi¬ 
tions  4/18,  5/2,  5/16, 5/30.  (42) 

CONFERENCE  WASHINGTON  D.C. 

April  28.  Speakers:  Barbara  Grier  (Gene 
Damon,  Ladder)  and  Betty  Powell  (Fern 
inist  Activist).  Workshops,  films,  cost 
$10.  Dance,  live  music,  cost  $5.  Spon¬ 
sors:  DC  NOW  Sexuality  Task  Force  and 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance  of  G.W.U.  Write:  DC 
NOW  Spring  Conference,  Box  4064, 
Arlington,  VA  22204  or  call  (202)  466-2934. 

(40)  (38)  (36)  (34)  (32) 

Gay  women  with  safety  can  write/meet 
thru  The  Wishing  Well  Magazine  (intro¬ 
ductory  copy  $3.00).  Sept:  3-Island  Ha¬ 
waiian  Holiday.  Info  Box  664,  Novato,  CA 
94947.  (40) 

Writer  doing  article  on  Gay  people  at  Har 
vard/Radcliffe  over  the  past  fifty  years 
Anyone  with  info  or  experiences,  write- 
Eric  Rofes,  45  Garden  St.  #6,  Boston,  MA 
02114 

LESBIAN  SUPPORT  GROUP 

Am  interested  in  forming  a  lesbian  sup¬ 
port  group  of  women  30+  over  in  the 
North  Shore  area,  to  discuss  personal 
issues.  No  couples  please.  GCN  Box  27. 

(40) 

RELIABLE  COMPUTER 

The  GCN  Subscription  Dept,  needs  a  con¬ 
sistently  available  machine  (for  develop¬ 
ment  and  one  run  per  week,  thereafter)  to 
process  its  subscriptions  for  updates, 
mailing  lapels,  various  reports.  Required 
FORTRAN,  line  printer,  enough  storage 
for  approx  375K  Bytes  —  tape  drives  pre¬ 
ferred  for  confidentiality.  If  you  can  help, 
pis  call  Bruce  McLay  at  661-1444  (w)  or 
427-2778  (h). 

MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS.  COUP1.ES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 

A  New  location— A  Now  Phone  Number 
Newton  Corner,  Mon.  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


MOVERS 


PASSPORT-VISA-APPLICATION 
And  all  I.D.  photos  —  B&W  or  col.  Quick 
ser.,  10%  disc,  with  this  ad.  Atlas  Photo 
Studio,  88  Broad  St.  at  cor.  of  Franklin  St., 
Bos.,  MA.  Tel.  542-7680. _ (39) 


HEARING-IMPAIRED  GAY  ALCOHOLICS 
The  Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment  Serv¬ 
ice  is  currently  seeking  new  clients  for 
the  Deaf  Alcoholic  Program:  Call 
426-5208  or  426-5229  or  write  H.A.T.S., 
Deaf.  Program,  80  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02116. 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-lnsured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 


PROVINCETOWN  THIS  SUMMER? 

Let  us  fill  your  needs.  Rentals,  apts,  cot¬ 
tages,  sales,  whatever.  Across  from  Town 
Hall.  Kent  Coutinho,  Ed  Arruda.  Kent  Ed- 
wards  Real  Estate  487-1725. _ (40) 

Secluded  NH  lodge.  200  acres  on  quiet 
lake.  Juke  box,  dance  floor,  bunk  rooms, 
all  meals  $27  per  person  per-weekend. 
Min  group  25.  Tennis,  boats  on  premises. 
Golf  nearby.  Brochure  on  request.  Owl’s 
Nest  Lodge,  Andover,  NH  03216. _ (38) 


1978  Datson  2802,.  excellent  cond.  5 
speed  am/fm  stereo.  Re-locating;  must 
sell.  $8600  or  best  offer.  Call  Peter  at 
536-2522. _ (38) 

TELEPHONE  ANSWERING  SYSTEMS 
One  Phonemate,  still  in  original  carton: 
one  Record-a-Call.  Each  $75.  David 
Stryker,  661-6975. 


ROOMMATES 


GWM  26  into  wght  lifting,  out  of  doors, 
needs  same  to  share  sunny  2  bdrm  apt  nr 
Porter  Sq.  Responsible,  clean.  Call  eves 
776-6991.  Serious  only, _ (39) 

GWF  in  late  50’s,  quiet,  non-smoker 
wishes  roommate  to  share  apt.  Likes  out¬ 
doors,  animals,  pleasant  companionship. 
Box  307,  Sudbury,  MAPI 776. _ (39) 

3  DYKES  SEEK  FOURTH  FOR  LG 
Somerville  apt  near  Davis  Sq.  Rent  $90  +  . 
No  pets,  no  NUKES.  By  day  call  426-4469 
for  Jil  or  547-2302  for  Korey.  Leave 
number. 


I  NEEDA  I 


PERFECT  ROOMMATE 
GWM  22,  clean,  honest,  caring,  easy¬ 
going,  looking  for  same  to  share  apt  in 
Bos  area.  Must  B  19-24,  str  acting,  stable 
and  responsible.  If  you  have  been  waiting 
for  the  perfect  roommate  to  share  apt  & 
friendship,  this  is  your  chance.  GCN  Box 
25. _ (37) 


Looking  to  move  May  1  or  June  1  into 
Back  Bay,  Beacon  Hill,  South  End.  If 
you’ll  have  an  opening  in  your  apt.  or  will 
be  looking  also,  please  call  Porter  (morn- 
ings),  661-6976.  _ _ 


WANTED 


I  RUDMMATt?  I 

.  CALL  ROOMATCH  FIRST,  ■ 
I  ATB17-227-88R2  ■ 

124  hr.  answering  service  _ 
Tell  us  the  kind  ot  roommate,  rent.  I; 
arid  location  you’d  like  We  II  do  ■- 
the  rest1  Call  today  for  full  details 

1 1  ecaaaKH  l 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sun¬ 
day  publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office: 

Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If 
you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period  a 
$5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Print 

Name _ 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


APARTMENTS 
JOBS  OFFERED 
JUST  FRIENDS 
MOVERS 
PERSONALS 
RF.AI.  ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 

Headlines _ 


FOR  SALE 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELL. 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


_ at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

First  4  lines _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks  $_ 

Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks  $_ 

Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1 .00  $_ 

3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00  $_ 


WM  32  needs  furnished  room  or  pvt  bed¬ 
room  in  your  house  or  apt  to  stay  while  on 
business  in  Boston  2  weeks  a  month. 
Write  Dan,  GCN  Box  22.  (38) 

DENVER  IN  JULY 

NYC  person  wanted  for  housesitting 
Denver  July  12  to  Aug  3  in  exchange  for 
house  sitting  your  house  some  time  in 
fall.  GCN  Box  28. _ (39) 

USED  TEN  SPEED  BIKE  FOREIGN 
Make.  Call  Jil  426-4469.  Leave  no. _ 

WOMEN  SOCCER  PLAYERS 
Fun-loving  women’s  soccer  team  sks 
coach  for  skill  development.  Ability  to 
work  with  us,  skills  impt,  not  credentials. 
Summer  league.  524-6209.  (39) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


PART  TIME  HOUSECLEANERS 
Positions  open  imm  in  growing  bus  with 
superior  rep.  Full  days  2-4/wk,  1  day 
wkend,  team  concept,  will  train,  could 
dev  into  perm  full  time  w/opportunity  for 
advncmnt  based  on  our  growth  &  your 
perf.  No  previous  exp  nec;  exc  refs  a 
must;  exc  sal  &  quarterly  merit  bonuses. 
Lesb/fem  owned  &  operated.  Calf  Anne 
Martin,  742-6248. _ (38) 


BOOKKEEPER/SECRETARY  FOR 
growing,  innovative  laser  entertainment 
firm.  Must  be  familiar  with  a  one-write, 
single  entry  bookkeeping  system  and 
have  good  typing  skills.  Excellent  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  career  advancement.  Contact 
George  Fitzgerald,  Laser  Displays.  Inc. 
354-0567. _ (40) 


COORDINATOR 
Tufts  Women's  Center  sks  pt  time  co¬ 
ordinator  for  admin,  organ.  &  program¬ 
planning  position.  Active  part,  in 
women’s  comm,  or  work  w /  women’s 
issues  necess.  We  sk  someone  w/org. 
skills  &  program  planning  exp.  Send 
resume  or  letter  by  Apr  30  to:  Tufts 
Women’s  Ctr,  Tufts  Univ,  Medford,  MA 
02155  or  call  628-5000  x  702  for  info. 
Equal  Opp  Employer.  (?) 


Kitchen  help  to  work  at  House  Restau¬ 
rant,  Allston.  Contact  Jim  or  Steve.  Call 
783-5701.  (38) 


REPS  WANTED 
GCN  has  positions  open  for  advertising 
representatives.  Commission  available. 
Car  an  asset  but  not  a  must.  Call  John  at 
426-7042. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED . $_ 

Neatly 

_  City _ State 


Address 


Zip 


Phone 


AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Male  Concerns — New  England  Chapter. 
For  information  and/or  support  reply  to 
GCN  Box  985 


Signature  _ 

Account  No.  _ 
Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


APRIL  CLEARSPACE  EVENTS 

16  Coming  Out  Intro,  7-8  PM 
16  Drop-In  Center,  1-4  PM 

18  Men’s  Connections  —  Joe  Martin, 

Guest  Speaker,  7:30  PM 

19  Drop-In  Center,  8-11  PM 

20  Women's  Dance,  BYOB,  $1,  8:30  PM 

21  Softball  Practice  —  Open  to  All  — 

M&W  —  Meet  at  Center  at  9:30  AM 

22  Steering  Committee  Mtg.,  2-5  PM 

23  Coming  Out  Intro,  7-8  PM 

25  Women’s  Concerns  (N.O.W.  Lesbian 

Task  Force  —  CR  Kit)  Business 
Meeting,  7  PM  —  Presentation, 

8  PM 

26  Fundraising  Com.  Mtg.,  7-9  PM 

26  Education  Committee  Mtg.,  8  PM 

27  Coffee  House  Nite,  $1,  8  PM 

28  Mystery  Night.  7  PM 

29  Men's  Painting  S  Photography 

Exhibit  &  Sale,  $1  don.,  2-5  PM 
29  Batik  Workshop,  2-5  PM 

29  Bowling  &  Brunch,  11  AM  (meet  at 

Center  at  10:30) 

30  Drop-In  Center.  14  PM 
30  Coming  Out  Intro.  7-8  PM 

VOLUNTEERS  &  STAFFERS  NEEDED 

CLEARSPACE  (617)876-0215 
485  Mass.  Ave  .  Cambridge,  MA  02139 


Community  News,  April  21,  1979 


Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090. 

_ _ (VI 1/23)- 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043— Concord,  NH  03301.  332-4440,  ' 
889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewide 
lesbian  organization,  meeting  the  third 
Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa- 
tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics, 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  info,  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518.  (7-10), 


Free-lance  writers:  Don't  agonize,  organ¬ 
ize!  New  action-sharing  group  forming. 
Send  card  or  letter  to  Box  434,  Cambridge 
02138.  Include  resume,  if  possible,  and 
phone.  Write  on!  (39) 


PUBLICATIONS 


NEWS  CORRESPONDENTS  WANTED 
from  all  over  for  Gaysweek  to  send  clip¬ 
pings  from  local  press  and  write  occa¬ 
sional  features.  Needed  especially  in 
IN,  IA,  KS.  KY,  Ml,  NE,  NM,  PR, 
TX,  Wl.  For  info  write  Gaysweek,  216 
West  18  Street,  NY,  NY  10014, _ (ex; 


Classifieds 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 
Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a  pro¬ 
fessional  staff  on  media  representation, 
national  legislation,  information  clearing¬ 
house,  religious  reforms,  corporate  non¬ 
discrimination  statements,  more!  Help 
support  our  work  —  join  now.  $20  mem¬ 
bership  ($5  limited  income)  includes 
Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601 
New  York,  NY  10011. 


GAY  BOOKS-BOUGHT  &  SOLD 
62  page  catalog  of  3700  scarce  works  $2 
refundable  with  first  purchase.  Elyisian 
Fields,  Booksellers,  81-13GCN,  Broad¬ 
way,  Elmhurst,  NY  11373.  (40) 

FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for  lesbians. 
$8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  individual  copy. 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 
Publishes  fiction,  poetry,  reviews, 
essays,  graphics.  Editorial  meetings  first 
Monday  of  every  other  month  (Apr,  June, 
etc.)  at  8  p.m.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We 
need  writers  and  production  people.  A 
good  place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  maga¬ 
zine  together.  Also  need  ad  manager 
desperately. 


[BOSTON  BAR  GUIDE 

BOSTON  EAGLE 

HARRY’S  PLACE 

119  MERRIMAC 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 

45  Essex  St. 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Leather,  Men.  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM,  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 

Dancing,  Men. 

Dancing,  Men. 

THE  BAR 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

1254  Boylston  St.  266-2968 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  7PM,  Thurs. 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women. 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 

Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Men. 

SOMEWHERE 

CHAPS 

JACQUES 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

79  Broadway  338-7502 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed,  Sunday  Brunch 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 

Food,  Men. 

Mixed.  Dancing. 

12-2PM. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 

SPORTER’S  CAFE 

DARTS 

52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 

228  Cambridge  St. 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-6560 

Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

Food,  Men,  Saturday  Brunch  5PM, 

Dancing.  Men. 

PARADISE 

Movies  Mon.,  3PM,  Sunday  Brunch  3PM 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 

180  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 

TOGETHER 

At  The  House  Restaurant. 

Talking,  Mostly  Men,  864-4130 

110  Boylston  St. 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 

Men  &  Women. 

PLAYLAND 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

21  Essex  St. 

1270 

Men  (Some  Women). 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 

BOSTON  AREA  (Area  Code  61 7) 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

Am  Tikva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge, 

MA  02138  524-1890,353-1821 

Boston/Boise  Committee, 

Box  277,  Astor  Station  267-4521 

BU  Gays,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Herman  Union,  Boston  University. 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Cambridge  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Chilton  Mountain  Club  227-6167 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

CLEARSPACE:  a  community  center  for  lesbian 
women  and  gay  men. 

485  Mass.  Av.  Cambridge  876-0215 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

380  Green  St.,  Cambridge  02139  492-6450 

Committee  for  Gay  Youth,  GCN  Box 
10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.  02108 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 14  536-6518 

Esplanade  661-6976 

Evangelicals  Concerned  894-3970 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  776-6377 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  661-6500 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Gay  AlAnon  (alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gay  AlAnon,  Greater  Boston  471-6884 

Gay  Business  Assn,  Suite  129, 

102  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114  247-3431 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,  Mon.-Fri.)  426-9371 

Gay  Legislation  (Mass.  Caucus), 

P.O.  Box  8841,  J.F.K.  Sta.,  Boston  02117 
73Tremont  St.,  Rm.  224  742-4811 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College, 
P.O.  Box  L199,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167  661-4059 
Gay  Nurses’  Alliance-East,  P.O.  Box  530, 

Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117 
Gay  Parents  Custody  and  Visitation 
Center  353-3157  or  353-3169 

Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  227-5009 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000  426-9371 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  90.9FM)  353-2790 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders,  2  Park  Sq.  426-2020 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  542-0144 

Good  Gay  Poets  445-8550 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assn.  498-6967 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lambda  of  Middlesex,  P.O.  Box  1165, 

Framingham  01701.  Nites&  429-6593 

weekends  964-3342 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project  492-2655 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  Mothers,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge 
(Meets  Thurs.,  8pm)  354-8807 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Masssachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  186'/2  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge  661-0450 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge  02139  661-8898.661-6358 

National  Organization  for  Women  661-6015 

99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge 
02139  876-5310 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Older  and  Other  Gays,  c/o  GCN,  Box  1500, . 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Foundation 

Suite  433, 102  Charles  St.  02114  787-2266 

Parents  of  Gays  call  Gay  Hotline 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Cambridge  491-6930 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St..  Boston  02116  266-3444 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center) _ 333-0146 
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Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 
Tufts  Women’s  Center  628-5000x793 

UMass,  Boston  Gay  Person’s  Group 
c/o  Student  Activities  Committee 
Harbor  Campus,  Dorchester,  02125 
Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Con¬ 
cerns,  25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program,  1348 

Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 

EASTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  617) 

Christian  Community  Church, 

112  Emerson,  St.,  Haverhill  01830  363-2286 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853  851-6711 

Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Gay  People  in  Medicine, 

23  Dover  St.,  Worcester  756-9385 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women's  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis 
02601  771-6739 

Martha's  Vineyard  Gay  Group  627-8097 

Montachusett  Gay  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  262,  Fitchburg  342-5963. 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1570 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead  927-2605 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 

169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  745-5873 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

WESTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  41 3) 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition, 

P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield  01201  447-7818 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604 
Springfield  01101 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Help  Line  664-6391,664-6392 

Lesbian  Union,  9th  floor,  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 

Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

Valley  Women's  Center,  Northampton  586-201 1 

CONNECTICUT  (Area  Code  203) 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505  436-8945 

Dignity/Fairfield  County,  P.O.  Box  5109, 

Hillside  Sta.,  Bridgeport  06610 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford 
06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  3712, 

Amity  Sta.,  New  Haven  06525  436-8945 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  information 
(Danbury,  Hartford,  New  Haven,  Waterbury, 
Westport,  etc.)  775-6015 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  Hartford  522-2646 
Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous, 

New  Haven  (evenings)  777-8979 

Gay  Alliance,  East.  Conn.,  37  Otrobando 
Ave.,  Norwich  06360  889-7530 

Gay  Alliance,  New  Haven  (  =  Gay  Alliance 
at  Yale),  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New 
Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs 
06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/oWomen’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown 
06457  347-9411 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

So.  Conn.  St.  College,  c/o  R.  Banos 
386  Sherman  Ave..  New  Haven  0651 1  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-P  11-2  pm, 

6-11  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  Switchboard,  New  Haven,  M-F  8-11  pm, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/oWomen's  Center, 

Box  U-1 18.  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 


Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  522-2763, 747-5451 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103  486-4738 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National 
Archives,  One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

Lesbian  Rap,  New  Haven,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta., 

Middletown  06457  346-6545 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514, 

Hartford  06101  232-5110 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  436-8945 

So.  Conn.  Org.  for  Human  Rights, 

P.O.  Box  3792,  New  Haven  06525  562-1007 

Women's  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  30.1 ,  Hartford  06103  525-2382 

Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester 
06040  646-4900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

148  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

RHODE  ISLAND  (Area  Code  401) 

Brown  University  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 
House,  Waterman  Ave.,  Providence  02912 
Office  hours:  Noon-1  pm  weekdays  863-3062 

Dignity/Providence  941-9013 

Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 
Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

44  Washington  St., 

Providence  02903  751-3322 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle, 

Women’s  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 

Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta., 

Providence  02912  863-2189 

MCC/Providence,  134  Matthewson  St.  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill, 
aged  and  handicapped).  Rev.  Michael 
Nordstrom  272-8482 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  333-1396 

VERMONT  (Area  Code  802) 

Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT  656-4173 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 

Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7-9pm  656-4173 

Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  21  Eliot  St.,  Brattleboro  254-8176 

Women’s  Center,  182  Main  St.,  Burlington  863-1236 

MAINE  (Area  Code  207) 

Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542, 

Portland  04112 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  (Area  Code  603) 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal.  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Dave  883-4387 

NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force, 

4  Valentine  Hill  Rd.,  Durham  02834 
NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  224-3785;  E.  Rochester  332-4440; 

Keene  399-4927;  Nashua  889-1416. 

NEW  YORK  (CITY)  (Area  Code  212) 

All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  East  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 


Dykes  &  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center, 

Rm  502, 1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  NYC  10010  777-8358 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station  677-0237 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gaysweek,  216  W.  18th  St.  1001 1  929-7720 

Gay  Switchboard,  Box  805, 

Madison  Sq.  Sta.  10010  777-1800 

Gay  Teacher's  Association,  204  Lincoln 

PL,  Brooklyn  11217  789-8176/499-1060 

Gay  Women’s  Alternative, 

4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

The  Glines,  260  W.  Broadway  925-2619 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  989-6653 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017  532-8197 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

243  W.  20th  St.  10010 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  1001 1  242-1212 

Mirth  and  Girth  Club  734-7748 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Health  Collective 
55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010  725-0114 

National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  677-0237 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

Tri-Base  Collective  777-1800 

c/o  N.Y.  Gay  Switchboard 
Box  805  Madison  Sq.  Sta.  10010 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

37  Ninth  Ave.  675-0143 

NEW  YORK  (STATE) 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Bex  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902  (607)  724-1973 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 
332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
Cornell  Gay  Liberation 

Room  28  Willard  Straight  Hall 
Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6482 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 
42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fitzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  487P,  Bayshore  11706 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

Inc.,  713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)244-8640 
14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Fellowship 
of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)  275-6181 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 
Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6875 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at 

Farmingdale  (516)420-2292 

Gayphone,  8pm  till  midnight  (516)  665-7373 

Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y.  (516)  246-7943 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)244-8640.  244-9030 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80. 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Lambda  Univ., 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Lesbian  Resource  Center.  713 
Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

New  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  of 

Long  Island,  P.O.  Box  1429.  W  Babylon  11704 
NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

To  update  your  listing  or  to  put  a  new  listing  into 

the  Quick  Gay  Guide  send  into  to  Listings  Editor. 
GCN.  22  Bromfield  St .  Boston  02108. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


47  tues 

Boston  —  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  will  meet  at  355 
Boylston.  Schoolworkers  from  all  levels 
are  invited.  7:30pm 

Salem,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
(NSGA)  will  hold  its  regularly  scheduled 
meeting  at  13  Juniper  Ave.  (Salem  Wil¬ 
lows).  7pm 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Amaranth  presents 
Sabra  Dow,  folk  guitarist.  Donation  $1.50. 
1^4  Hampshire.  8pm 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  rap 
session.  Share  feelings  about  being  gay. 
All  women  welcome.  8pm.  Every  Tuesday 
and  first,  third  and  fifth  Thursdays  of  the 
month.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass  Ave  near  Harvard. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women's  Community 
Health  Center  presents  “Lesbian  Fertility 
Consciousness/Body  Awareness."  An 
opportunity  for  lesbians  to  share  and 
learn  more  about  their  body  cycles.  A 
series  of  4-6  week  self-help  groups.  Info: 
547-2302. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Task  Force  of 
the  Boston  Chapter  of  NOW  at  National 
Organization  for  Women  headquarters,  99 
Bishop  Allen  Drive,  Central  Square. 
6:30pm.  Open  to  all  women  interested  in 
joining  NOW.  Info:  661-6015. 

48  wed 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
(NSGA)  is  sponsoring  a  Patriot's  Day 
Disco  Dance  with  DJ  and  FREE  buffet  at 
Fran's  Place,  776  Washington  St.  $2  dona¬ 
tion.  9pm-2am 


Boston  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club,  evening  pro¬ 
gram  on  cycling:  trips  and  repair.  Arling¬ 
ton  St.  Church,  7:45pm.  All  welcome. 

20  fri 

Cambridge,  MA  —  D.O.B.  will  hold  an 
open  house.  Come  by  for  a  chat  and  re¬ 
freshments.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  8pm. 

Boston  —  Friday  night  poetry  readings  at 
Glad  Day  Book  Shop.  Richard  Ronan, 
author  of  Flowers  and  Walta  Borawski  will 
be  reading  this  week.  8  p.m.  sharp.  22 
Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St  ),  second  floor. 
542-0144. 

Worcester,  MA  —  Women's  dance  at 
Another  Way  Drop-in,  2  Wellington  St.. 
Music  and  refreshments.  8:30pm. 

Binghamton,  NY  —  Fifth  Annual  New 
York  State  Lesbian  Conference,  April 
20-22.  Workshops,  political  discussions 
and  entertainment.  lnfvo:  Lesbian  Reality, 
(607)  722-3629  or  724-8840  evenings. 
Boston  —  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts  will 
present  The  Maids,  by  Jean  Genet,  at  the 
Little  Flags  Theatre,  551  Tremont.  Tickets 
$2.50,  available  at  the  door.  8pm  every  Fri¬ 
day  and  Saturday  until  May  5. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women’s  dance  at 
Clearspace.  485  Mass  Ave.  Donation  $1. 
7:30  pm.  876-0215 

Cambridge,  MA  —  D.O.B.  will  hold  an 
open  house.  Come  by  for  refreshments 
and  a  chat.  1151  Mass  Ave.  8pm 
Boston  —  Dance/Party  to  benefit  B.U. 
technical  and  clerical  workers  (District 
65)  at  Brighton  Elks,  326  Washington  St., 
Brighton  Center.  $3  admission.  Home 
baked  goodies.  8-12:30 


22  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Peabody  Rm,  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard.  12:30-3pm 
Miami,  FL  —  Second  Conference  on 
Developing  a  Positive  Gay  Identity.  See 
News  Notes  this  issue  for  details. 

Boston  —  Continuing  Work  Against 
Racism  —  a  women's  community  work¬ 
shop,  at  Infants  and  Other  People.  464 
Tremont  St.  (at  Berkeley  St.)  1-6pm. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Childcare  pro¬ 
vided.  Anyone  interested  in  facilitating 
workshop  call  623-0138. 

Boston  —  Boston  Unitarian  Universalist 
Gays  and  Lesbians  present  Robin  Mac- 
Cormack,  the  mayor's  liaison  with  the  gay 
community  Clarke  Rm,  2nd  fl,  Boylston 
St,  entrance  to  Arlington  St.  Church.  7pm 
Boston  —  WROR  (98.5  FM)  is  airing  a 
seven  week  series  entited  'Gay  Rights 
Under  the  Law'  every  Supday  at  10pm. 
This  week’s  program  is  'Enforcement  of 
Gay  Rights  Laws.' 

Philadelphia  —  Gay  Cultural  Festival 
presents  'A  night  of  dance,  mime  and 
music'  at  C.A.  Aud.,  3601  Locust  Walk.  $3. 
8pm 

Cambridge,  MA  —  'Closet  Space'  (WCAS 
740AM)  presents  'Alive!',  a  contemporary 
women’s  jazz  ensemble,  performing  and 
talking  about  their  work.  10am 
Somerset,  MA  —  Dignity  Providence  pre¬ 
sents  a  Spring  Banquet  at  the  Condessa, 
3129  County  St,  Rte  138.  Rev.  Thomas 
Oddo,  guest  speaker.  Donation  $10.  5pm 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Red  Bookstore  pre¬ 
sents  a  poetry  reading  with  Camille 
Norton,  Ellen  Stone  and  Robbie  Rosen¬ 
berg.  136  River  St,  near  Central  Square. 
Donation  $1.25  or  bring  baked  goods. 


Philadelphia  —  Gay  Cultural  Festival  pre¬ 

sents  an  evening  with  Phyllis  Kline,  fem¬ 
inist  singer/musician  at  St.  Mary's  Parish 
Hall,  8pm.  $3 

Burlington,  VT  —  New  England  Gay  Stu¬ 
dents  Conference,  April  27-29,  with  work¬ 
shops,  poetry,  speakers  (including  Flo 
Kennedy,  Allen  Young  and  Karla  Jay), 
disco  dance.  Pre-registration  recom¬ 
mended.  Bring  your  musical  instruments 
and  poems.  Write:  Gay  Student  Union,  U. 
of  Vermont,  Billings  Student  Center, 
Burlington,  VT  05401. 

26  sot 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Men’s  Childcare  Col: 
lective  conference  on  Men  and  Women’s 
Growing  Independence.  Workshops, 
panel,  culture  and  food.  Participating 
groups  include  Wages  for  Housework 
Campaign,  Payday,  Emerge,  Boston 
Men’s  Center.  Men  and  women  invited. 
Harvard  Divinity  School,  45  Francis  Ave, 
Harvard  Sq.  Info:  492-5211.  FREE.  1*6pm 
New  York  City  —  Association  of  Liber¬ 
tarian  Feminists  in  conjunction  with  the 
Gay  Men’s  Alliance  of  Hunter  College  will 
be  sponsoring  an  anarchist  feminist  con¬ 
ference  at  the  Royal  Park  Hotel.  Work¬ 
shops  on  current  aspects  of  gay  an¬ 
archism  and  literature  will  be  available. 
Registration  begins  at  11am.  $3  contribu¬ 
tion 

4  tues 

Boston  —  Silver  Slippers  and  Sneakers 
Benefit  for  Gay  Legislation  and  the  Gay 
Business  Assoc.  (Artists,  performers  and 
organizations  needed  to  present  tables  of 
crafts,  make  music,  etc.  Call  247-3431.)  53 
Tremont  St.  6pm-2am.  $5  donation 


Boston  —  Mass  Caucus  for  Gay  Legisla¬ 
tion  meets  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  at  7pm. 
73  Tremont,  Rm  224. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Joe  Martin  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  Clearspace  men's  con¬ 
nections  meeting  at  7:30.  485  Mass  Ave. 
876-0215 

49  thurs 

New  York  City  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group  presents  ‘Gays  on  shipboard 
around  the  world'  with  ship's  officer 
who's  been  around  the  world.  Unisex. 
Donation  $2.  26  9th  Ave  at  1 4th  St.  8:30pm 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Open  mike  at 
Amaranth,  134  Hampshire,  Come  share 
your  talent!  8pm 


24  sot 

Boston  —  Outhere!  Gay  youth  are  hitting 
the  South  End  for  a  flavorful  afternoon. 
Places  include  the  Afro-American 
Museum,  Harriet  Tubman  House,  Piano 
Factory  Gallery  and  the  Maporium.  Noon 
to  5pm  (leaving  at  1:30).  355  Boylston 
Chicago,  IL  —  Lincoln  Park  Lagooners 
are  holding  an  Initiation  Party  (guaranteed 
to  be  the  sleaziest  event  of  the  season). 
10pm  till  dawn  and  beyond.  (312)878-7612 
for  info  on  location,  etc. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian/gay  softball 
practice  game.  Meet  at  Clearspace  at 
9:30am.  Come  if  you're  interested  in  join¬ 
ing  the  team  or  just  for  fun  and  exercise. 
485  Mass  Ave.  876-0215 


24  tues 

New  York  City  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  Out  of  a  job.  No  fun.  Where  do 
you  turn?'  The  group  will  be  led  in  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  available  resources.  All 
women  are  welcome.  Contribution  $2.  26 
9th  Ave.  8:30pm 

25  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  Women's 
Concerns  meeting  at  7pm.  At  8pm  guest 
speakers  from  NOW/Lesbian  Task  Force 
will  present  the  NOW/Lesbian  Conscious¬ 
ness  Raising  Kit.  485  Mass  Ave.  876-0215 
Baltimore,  MD  —  Dignity  Liturgy  at  8pm. 
Social  to  follow.  Corpus  Christi  Church, 
Mt.  Royal  and  Lafayette  Sts. 


5  sot 

Brattleboro,  VT  —  Area  Conference  (VT, 
NH,  ME)  lor  National  People's  March  on 
Washington.  Workshops,  social  events 
and  election  of  permanent  area  dele¬ 
gates. 

Boston  —  Mass.  Statewide  Conference 
on  Lesbian  and  Gay  People’s  March  on 
Washington.  Caucuses,  committee  work, 
speakers,  discussions.  Arlington  SL 
Church.  Please  pre-register  by  sending 
the  requested  fee  of  $5  to  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington,  GCN  Box  20,  22  Bromfield.  Boston 
02108.  The  conference  wilt  be  held  from 
9am-5pm. 
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